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3  Fr Stephen and confreres

Passing from one year to another, it’s time once again to wish our readers, 
benefactors, families and friends a Blessed Christmas and every blessing 
for the New Year 2023. I invite you to read back to the Christmas Bridge 
magazine of 2020 that can be found on-line if you do not have a hard copy, 
and see the wonderful articles offered for reflection about its meaning.

Christmas is a time of peace, joy, love and hope, evoked by the celebration 
of the birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. It may not seem that way 
given the troubles of today’s world, but we can take consolation that Jesus 
came into the world as “God with us” exactly for the reason that we may 
have him as our pilgrim companion along the road to heaven via the 
rocky road of pain and suffering, and of the uncertainty and trials of daily 
life.

The exchange of material gifts is always welcome but The God with Us 
offers something more … the inner gift of spirituality unique to each of 
us, and on offer every day. May we share the spiritual God-given gifts 
and talents we have received with others less fortunate and may we 
humbly receive, as gift, the nothing others offer to us when we may expect 
something more... (Don Orione teaches us to be grateful for what we have 
and for what we do not have.)

Thanks for your support in 2022 and throughout the pandemic. You will 
notice a change in focus of our articles. The aim is to give flashes of what’s 
happening in our missionary delegation, striving to love and care for 
others in the spirit of St. Luigi Orione.

We are fairly silent about the evolving housing projects but there is a lot 
happening and we are grateful to the staff in the UK and in Ballyfermot, 
Dublin for waving the flag for Don Orione. We continue to be of service 
to the people in our care and to provide good accommodation, with 
gradual but continual upgrading and on-going maintenance.

*****

p.s. The following may be adapted for each of us as our proposal for 2023: 
“Prostrated in our nothingness, we rise, by the grace of God, as priests.  Let 
us be priests of the heart of Jesus and with his heart for the good of the 
people of God”.  (St. Jean Marie Vianney, Curè of Ars’ feast day 4th August)

 From The Editor
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INDIA - KOLLAM 
Don Orione tuition centre started under the Kripa Trust in St. Joseph Island, 
Kollam (Kerala) in 2013. This island is surrounded by another 8 islands. We have 
22 children (10 boys 12 Girls), who are from elementary to high standard under 
the guidance of one teacher, who all come from some of our neighbour islands. 
We religious go to the Orione Tuition Centre in order to help the teacher and the 
students. 

DON ORIONE ORATORY which is on Saturday from 9:30am to 12:30pm. During 
these three hours of Oratory, the first 2 hours we have some learning skills like CCC, 
life of our founder Don Orione, Computer, Spoken English, Music and Crafts work etc.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

WOMEN EMPOWERMENT started under the Kripa Trust 
in St. Joseph Island, Kollam (Kerala) in 2018. 10 women 
from our neighbour islands come to learn some activities under the guidance of 
our 3 staff.  Here we offer a choice of learning skills like computer, tailoring and 
home care products. We religious are present there to be with them and help 
them during their activities

The last hour we hold both indoor and outdoor games for 
the children. In this section we have some competitions and 
prize distributions for the winners. At the end we have 
a small get together for some snacks and juice. Then 
we thank our Mother Mary for her help and conclude 
the Don Orione Oratory with the Angelus. 



I wrote in the previous edition that the charity was at a crossroads as we develop and 
evolve our services and plan for the long term future. I recently wrote to the trustees after 
walking around London and seeing the signs of homelessness everywhere. It saddens me 
that the nation itself seems to be at a crossroads and the challenging times ahead are 
likely to disproportionately affect the most vulnerable in society.

For the charity we are transitioning with several long term members of staff retiring this 
year. It is sad to see loyal members of the charity leave but it allows us to change our 
approaches and ways of delivering on our charitable aims.

As you can imagine we are keen to continue to seek funds to help grow our services in 
the UK and abroad. Income is vital for the charity to continue its operations as we strive to 
provide high quality homes for those in need in the UK and life chances to many abroad.

The board of trustees recently laid down the draft of a long term strategy for the charity to 
help it move forward during uncertain times and set clear and measurable goals around 
growth and how we will develop our services over time. It is an exciting time for the charity 
despite the global challenges we face and the challenges to secure funding to progress 
these plans around growth.

I recently attended a Faith Charity conference and one of the phrases that stuck out for me 
on the day is that ‘charities and organisations need to focus more on their actions than their 
accreditations’ it was a key point in a speech delivered trying to ensure that charities used 
their funds and pursued ambitious projects to support those in desperate need rather than 
pursuing accreditations or accolades merely for the sake of them. The message I took from 
this was that as a charity we need to focus our time, efforts and funds towards supporting 
people not seeking awards or accolades for what we do.

We are keen for the messages within the Bridge to reach more people and would appreciate 
your support in sharing this magazine with others and encouraging more to subscribe.

 
 
John Clark

Executive Director

John Clark 
New ED 
 
 
 
 
A Charity at  
the Crossroads



THE SOCIAL ACTIVITIES HELD IN  THE SOCIAL ACTIVITIES HELD IN  
WARANGAL COMMUNITY.
Day Care Centre for the differently abled children: We are running a Day Care centre 
for differently abled children. We send our van to pick-up the children at 8am. We 
commence the school at 9 with invocation of God’s grace, and then the activities 
continue until 3:30pm. These children are coming from very poor family backgrounds. 
There are four staff: among them, there are a well-trained teacher, an innkeeper and two 
cooks. We provide them nutritious food, thus, we humbly request you to be generous in 
supporting these children for a better life. 

Women empowerment Programme: This programme has a prolific impact on women 
of these localities who are motivated and encouraged to learn tailoring, embroidering 
and beautician which has empowered them to be economically independent. It also 
aids the ability to sustain their families and improve their well-being. In order to learn 
these things, they need to spend a lot of money. These people are extremely poor; 
consequently, they are given free service through our charitable Works. We would be 
grateful for some help to buy tailoring machines, embroidering machines and cosmetics. 

Tuition Centre: we have been running this Tuition Centre for 5 years. Indeed! India is a 
country with multi reality. We live peacefully in unity and diversity. There are no barriers of 
religions, caste and creed for education. These children are really from economically 
deprived families who are unable to give quality education to their children. They are 
being helped through education and the provision of nutritious meals.

Computer and English medium school: This year we have begun teaching basic 
computer classes for above 8th standard children; unfortunately we have only one 
computer for 30 children. Therefore we request you to help us in buying the computers. 

Christmas Celebration: Every year we celebrate our semi-Christmas with our special 
children, youth and parishioners with Holy Eucharist. On this day, we share our joy by 
cutting cake, distributing various gifts, clothes and blankets for elderly people. At the end 
we come together for a fellowship meal.

DONATIONS We appreciate hard times financially worldwide, but if you are able to support, 
be assured of our gratitude, thanks and prayers. 

Bank account details:  
Bank Name – State Bank of India. Account Type – FCRA Current Account.  
Account Name: Kripa Trust.  Account No – 40177412051. Branch Code – 00691  
IFSC– SBIN0000691. Swift– SBININBB104 FOREIGN: INDIA
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Fr. Raju Sowraj FDP amidst the children
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Earlier in the year, St Paul’s Catholic College’s 
staff and students were fundraising in earnest 
for The British Red Cross Ukraine Crisis Appeal.  
Over the Lenten season, many fundraising 
activities were organised such as cake and 
sweet sales, raffles, car washing, film viewings, 
and the always extremely popular `Sponge 
the Teacher’.   A big event, which drew a 
huge crowd, was the Staff Football Fundraiser.  
It was a very entertaining match with the 
teachers who took part, putting their all 
into the game supported by the cheers 
from the students. Some staff probably felt 
a little tired and achy after the afternoon’s 
exertions, but it was all for a good 
cause.   Well done to Team 2 who won 3-0. 

Our main fundraiser was the Sponsored Walk.  
After 2 years of not being able to run this event, 
it was fantastic to get out in the sunshine on 
our  walk around Sunbury and Kempton Park.  
Many staff and students dressed up for the 
occasion, and if you were out and about 
in the local area on that day you would 

have seen dinosaurs, Snow White and the seven dwarfs, Harry Potter,  Alice in  
Wonderland and more!

The school’s fundraising efforts culminated in raising the phenomenal amount 
of £28,359.07 and we were delighted to present a cheque for this amount to The 
British Red Cross Ukraine Crisis Appeal at our recent Feast Day Mass, celebrated 
on July 1.   This is by far the highest amount of money we have ever raised for 
a charity.   A simple thank you does not sufficiently convey our gratitude to staff, 
students and parents/carers who supported us in our fundraising efforts for this 
appeal. We are so very appreciative to all who have donated – Thank you         

Editor: I know the people in Ukraine will respond    
Thank you   Дякую   Dyakuyu

ST. PAUL’S CATHOLIC  
COLLEGE SUNBURY  

FUNDRAISING FOR UKRAINE 
Feast Day Mass Cheque Presentation

By Carlise Jones (Chaplain)
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Fr. Tarcisio Vieira  
FDP, Superior General  
asks for urgent prayers
Hello everyone;  
 
Father Tarcisio communicates this news from the confrères of Ukraine:

Since this morning an attack has been planned in several cities in Ukraine. 
Still in Kiev they continue bombing. Even from L'Viv they told us that they see 
columns of black smoke. Dramatic situation.  
 
We ask everyone for special prayer. 

Blue Festuca glauca,  
with yellow begonia – 
Ukrainian colours; mixed 
with blood of war and 
violence represented by 
red begonias

*Let us pray and have people pray for peace in Burkina Faso, where for 
many years there has been unrest. As with Ukraine our confreres remain 
to support the people*.

Dearly beloved brothers, 

I ask for your prayers for our brothers and sisters who are in Burkina Faso. There 
was a coup yesterday and the borders are closed. Let us pray for the nation that 
peace and concord will prevail. I have heard that our confreres are well.

Fr. Tarcisio 
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SAINT BERNADETTE  
relics overnight visit  
to Shepperton

It is heartening to see that Holy Mother 
Church has found a way of putting 
behind us the centuries when the 
unscrupulous played on the credulity 
of the faithful by selling so-called relics; 
now relics are authenticated with 
meticulous care, and the emphasis is 
on reverence and reflection, not on a 
misplaced hope of miracles.

The Saint was 14 when Our Lady 
appeared to her. At Fatima the 
children were much younger; two 
died soon after, from the flu then 
ravaging the world. The other lived to 
the immense age of 97, whereas Saint 
Bernadette was only 35 at her death. 
The apparitions at Medugorje have 

yet to be recognised by the Church, but those too were to children.  It is surely significant 
that adults have not in recent years received any such privilege, and encourages us to aim 
for the child-like simplicity of faith which once we felt naturally. On the other hand, when 
Our Lady at last spoke to the saint, she used what was then a controversial expression, “I am 
the Immaculate Conception” - a doctrine at that time only recently defined as binding on 
the faithful, and not then universally accepted. Many centuries before, St Thomas Aquinas 
had been equally sceptical. The difference between original sin, remitted at baptism, and 
man’s fallen nature, which we keep, has never been obvious.

Naturally those privileged to have been at our church when we welcomed the relics will 
not have wrestled with any such puzzles; we attended in a spirit of devotion, of welcome, 
of gratitude. We were greatly privileged: only one parish in the Archdiocese counts fewer 
worshippers than St John Fisher;  it is true that our input into the annual pilgrimages to 
Lourdes has earned us a special reputation, and so perhaps some title to this very great 
honour.

Peter Hughes
Concelebrated midnight Mass

Relics of St. Bernadette which include rib fragments, 
kneecaps, and thigh muscle, housed in a decorated 
reliquary were welcomed by Fr. Shaun Richards P.P. 
and Bishop Nicholas Hudson, parishioners, visiting 
clergy et al.
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Preparing for the arrival of the relics of  
St Bernadette to St Marys University in Twickenham
Preparing for the arrival of the relics of St Bernadette to St Marys University in Twickenham 
before the summer was prudent but also somewhat surreal. September always seems a long 
way off in June with the summer holidays ahead! However, all the preparations undertaken 
by the Chaplaincy Administrator and the St Marys staff from the Senior management team 
to the grounds staff paid off. None of us could predict the weather, rain most of the day, 
after a summer of sunshine, but their good organisation allowed every pilgrim to benefit 
from their visit. Despite the weather over 2000 pilgrims visited that day.

To mark the arrival of the relics, three hundred and fifty school children 
from seventeen schools were in attendance, supplemented by the 
Gospel Choir from St Richard Reynolds Catholic College. A colourful 
column of pupils followed the relics into the Chapel for Mass celebrated 
by the University Chaplain, Fr Peter Newby. 

On departing the chapel each pupil was a given a pilgrim pack 
including a few tea lights. The plan had been to light the candles 
outside, in true Lourdes fashion, but the inclement weather made that 
a little difficult. However, there was time for the Rosary in the chapel, 
prayers in front of the relics, and opportunities for a few to appear on 
video and Facebook. The weather brightened and packed lunches 
were eaten outside. 

Meanwhile a steady stream of pilgrims was being guided into the 
Chapel by Student Ambassadors, none of whom had ever witnessed 
such an occasion but rising to the challenge, were always polite and 
helpful. Lunchtime Mass was celebrated by Mgr Rod Strange to another 
full church of pilgrims, staff and students. Like Lourdes, the Refectory, the 
cafe and Coffee Truck in the main piazza were doing brisk business. 

Following the Lourdes timetable, the afternoon saw Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
with anointing of the sick, sadly not as a procession in the piazza but indoors owing to the 
weather. Confessions were being heard by the Prison Chaplains, fortuitously meeting at 
the University that week. The third Mass of the day was celebrated by Bishop Richard Moth, 
Bishop with oversight of prison chaplains and Chair of the governors of St Marys. Fr Toby Lees 
OP, Chaplain to London University, preached about how his own vocation was tied up with 
the visit of the relics of St Therese of Lisieux fifteen years earlier, and how the bodily remains 
of the saints, the relics, remind us of the earthly journey that is the Christian faith, lived in 
the flesh and not just in the mind. On concluding Mass, members of the Knights of Malta 
carried the statue of Our Lady around the University rugby pitch aided by an impromptu 
choir of prison chaplains, and about four hundred pilgrims. True to Lourdes, the evening 
ended with hotdogs, continental lager and teas and coffees in the University Café and 
outside.

Having spent two months organising 
ssthe event, the day passed in a 
flash, but the visit of St Bernadette’s 
relics touched many in the University, 
not all catholic and provided the 
perfect start to the Academic Year.

Fr Peter Newby

After the torchlight procession the relics 
went to St. John Fisher, Shepperton
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From The Archive From The Archive 
This is a photocopy of November 27 1982 when Malcolm Muggeridge was received into 
the Catholic Church.

It was the first event I attended with the children from Colombo House. Malcolm was very 
fond of the children and he and his wife Kitty used to invite them and their carers to his 
house at Robertsbridge, E. Sussex for tea parties.

Fr. Bidone was an inspiration for Malcolm in his conversion to Catholicism and Lord Longford 
was his sponsor. 
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After more than 30 years working as a parish priest in Lancashire, my Abbot was 
happy that I should take a sabbatical. I am involved in the Focolare Movement 
and my choice was to spend some time at the school for religious in the Focolare 
little town of Loppiano, high up in the beautiful hills of Tuscany. Loppiano was 
established in the 1960’s as a town whose inhabitants tried to live the Gospel law 
of love. Idyllic?  Yes and no!

The charism of Chiara Lubich for fifty years has supported me to live my monastic 
life. “You did not choose me, but I chose you” said Jesus (John 15: 16). I have 
realised that it is God who called me to be a monk and I responded to his call. 
It is essential to follow God’s will and not my own to find the meaning of life. 
 
I am happy to be a Benedictine monk and by God’s grace have managed it 
for 61 years helped by very saintly and friendly monks and others. One positive 
result is that I can relate in truth with other religious. Over the years I have 
found that religious men and women gain a great deal if they know each other.  
 
We belong to different charisms. There is so much we can share and enjoy together. 
All these charisms can enrich each other despite the great differences between 
say, “monastic life” and that of “a missionary.” This applies to the other distinct roles 
religious men and women have. We make this journey in the one Church under the 
one Holy Spirit and the one saviour, Jesus Christ. The Church of today is urgently 
calling us to do this.

But it is not only consecrated religious who help and support each other. Lay 
people who are living their vocations in a positive way and diocesan priests 
who have a distinct vocation to us in religious life can support each other. All 
people who are living a life of Love, for God is Love (1 John 4: 8) can do the same.  
When I am firm in my vocation and others in theirs there is safe mutual love.

I am particularly happy in Loppiano because love conquers everything and 
guides us to be wise, down to earth and is leading us to know God.

Editor’s note: The Regular’s, a group of male religious in the Liverpool Archdiocese 
are grateful for Fr. Jonathan’s guidance and fraternity for many years, wishing him 
a well-earned sabbatical.

Fr. Jonathan, second from the right, enjoying fraternity in Loppiano

Fr. Jonathan Cotton OSB  Fr. Jonathan Cotton OSB  
takes a well-earned sabbatical takes a well-earned sabbatical 



INDIA  
Daya Niketan Day Care Centre

Orione Seva is the operational name of Kripa Trust. It is the Indian branch of “The Sons 
of Divine Providence” a Roman Catholic Congregation founded by Saint Luigi Orione.  
It directly or indirectly contributes to improve the lives of the individuals with a disability 
and economically deprived sections of the society by various charitable activities and 
projects:  Daya Niketan: Day Care Centre for the disabled children, Don Orione Tuition 
Centre and Feeding Program and S.N.E.H.A (Social Neighbourhood Empowerment and 
Health Advocacy program).

We are running 5 tuition centres in different villages. These centres are located in 
Hampasandra, Chandanaduru, Halganalli, H. Colony, and Shambuka 
Nagar. There are more than 25 students from elementary to high standard 
in each centre. We have employed a teacher from that place for every 
centre.

We visit the centres in order to spend some time with the students every 
week and also we organize games and cultural programs to encourage 
them.

Daya Niketan Day Care Centre History

Daya Niketan Day Care Centre came into existence under the Kripa Trust 
in Gauribidanur in August 2014. In order to establish this day care centre in 
(Gauribidanur) Chandanaduru, we conducted a survey to search for the 
specially abled children in nearby villages under the guidance of authorized 
officials and following government rules.

On 18th August 2014 Daya Niketan started with 8 children and with a few 
staff members. Now at present Daya 
Niketan is lively and active with 18 children 
who are of various religions and castes. 
During these years some have developed 
well in ability and intellectually  and now 
they are very helpful in their families as well 
as in the social life.

We would appreciate some help with 
day to day running costs: Food £106.00; 
Stationary (Monthly) £21.00; Sanitary £21.00 
and Transportation £53.00; Totaling £201.00
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We registered (Kripa Trust) Daya Niketan under PWD act 1995.  
The Kripa Trust was registered on 10/6/2015.

Day Care Centre Learning Skills

There are everyday activities in order to form a child in a particular way. 
Each student is taken care of physically and intellectually by the staff. 
The programme comprises Group Therapies and Individual Therapies; 
Academic skills; Occupational skills (ADLS) Activities of Daily Living Skills; 
Vocational Horticulture Skills; Communication Skills; Social Skills.

Every day we travel 120 km to pick up and drop off children from 
different villages. Every month we gather parents for meetings to 
give some instructions on how to care for their children. Our running 
expenses are: Food £269.00; uniform and Vocational Training equipment £276.00 (yearly); 
Stationary £21.00; Sanitary £28.00; Transport monthly £255.00; School van (emergency 
use) £7.446.00

Fundraising Projects

Purchase a tractor for Daya Niketan day care centre for physically challenged children  
Model: Mahundra YUVO 475 DI: 42 HP; 1.45kph; 12F+3R12F+3R; hydraulics lifting capacity 
1500kg. Cost £9.575.00

Five multi-purpose tuition centres, and employment programme for men 
and women the project is to buy land and build structures at the five different 
localities at which we are present. The reason is to have our own structures 
for people to come to and to provide safe environments for educating the 
children, women and men. The cost is 5 x ½ acre land @ £5,319.00 = £26,595.00.  
Construction of 5 buildings @ £2,660.00 = £13,297.00,  Totalling £39.892.00

DONATIONS We appreciate hard times financially worldwide, but if you are able to 
support, be assured of our gratitude, thanks 
and prayers. 

BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS: State Bank of India 
FCRA Current Account Name: KRIPA TRUST 
Account No– 40177412051 
Branch Code– 00691 
IFSC– SBIN0000691 
Swift– SBININBB104 
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Dear Readers of The Bridge magazine. 

Greetings from the Community of Devarathayi Bangalore. 

We are indeed glad and happy to resume the activities and charitable 
programs after the Covid. The last couple of years we were fighting against 
Covid. All the institutions around were closed, and as the situation permitted 
they were run by only a limited staff and students. It was a greatchallenge 
for all of us though we have lost some of our loved ones near and far. Life 
was not normal during the past two years. It has been a couple of months 
that we have started our life normally in Bangalore. It is quite difficult after 
a long time, to bring things in order as they were, and add on some changes to the little 
work that the community is engaged with. The community here in Bangalore is actively 
engaged with three social programs.

Daya Niketan- A day care centre for the intellectually disabled children.

Thayi project- A program for the women empowerment.

Don Orione Tuition Centre - for migrants and poor children.

We have fifteen special children with physical and intellectual disabilities. We have three 
teaching staff, a helper and a driver. The children were divided into two groups, and they 
used to attend alternatively. In the month of September we had a parents meeting and 
we decided to bring all the children. In the meeting the teachers raised awareness that the 
parents need to give the children medical treatment often. One of the challenges that the 

INDIA 
Community of Devarathayi Bangalore
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teachers face is the children 
after the lockdown and 
quarantines are not in 
control.  The activities which 
were taught by the teachers 
before covid are not being 
done by the children after the quarantine. Now teachers are doing their best to teach the 
children the activities which they can do by themselves i.e.; without anyone helping them 
e.g. eating, drinking milk, going to rest room and doing their personal activities. The other 
program the community runs is called Thayi Project. “Thayi” in the vernacular language 
means “Mother”. This is a women empowerment program. There are eight women, who 
are engaged in different activities like stitching, making some home care products and 
computer classes. The objectives of Thayi project is not only to provide them livelihood but 
also to bring some awareness with regard to their wellbeing, their moral and social life, their 
relationships with the institute that they work, and with the fellow employees. The community 
also runs a tuition centre which is known as Don Orione Tuition Centre. The children around 
us come and do their homework and study for their examinations. There are more than 
eighty children who are part of the Don Orione Tuition Centre, receiving education. Mainly it 
focuses on the overall progress of a child who comes to the centre trusting in the system of 
Don Orione tuition centre, and the values and the education that is provided. Children are 
very active and happy always. Every time we go to the centre we see a smile on their faces. 
There are three teachers who assist the children, and a regent brother who coordinates the 
centre, as well as two brothers studying philosophy, who go there to help the children, and 
to gain some experience. The children are served food after their tuition.

The religious community of Devarathayi, Bangalore

Editor’s note: The number of Don Orione, India priests and students is growing. We 
have many seminarians but of course many expenses from food to tuition fees 
etc. If you wish to support the Don Orione religious and seminarians please contact:  
Martin Savarimuthu martinsavari333@gmail.com for details.

INDIA 
Community of Devarathayi Bangalore

mailto:martinsavari333@gmail.com


The Quiet Smile of St.
Charles de Foucauld
Recently a friend of mine, who was visiting me, saw a 
little black and white photograph of the eight-year old 
Thérèse of Lisieux that I keep next to me on my desk. 
‘What miracle did she do?’ she asked. I replied that it 
wasn’t so much that she did great miracles; it was more 
the fact that she herself was a miracle. She simply had 
a profound sense that she was loved by God and she 
allowed this to affect everything about her entire life. 
Exactly the same might be said of Charles de Foucauld 
who was canonized by Pope Francis on 15 May 2022. 

He didn’t found any religious orders although he tried 
hard to gather followers. He didn’t convert any peoples 
although that was never really his intention. He didn’t 

leave any great monasteries or churches behind him except for the little fort in the middle 
of the desert, which he built in order to protect and defend his neighbours against a 
marauding enemy who eventually destroyed his own life at the age of 58. He wasn’t a 
martyr except by accident insofar as he was killed for staying with his neighbours in a 
remote place at a turbulent time. He has no great shrine where people go to remember 
him but the people of the Sahara have deeply honoured him by keeping his body with 
them in the sands of the desert instead of sending it back to France, as they did with the 
bodies of the other Frenchmen, once the war was over and Algeria had achieved its 
independence. 

What was he then? He was simply the best of neighbours. He had an intuition like St Thérèse, 
a deep natural inclination that made him a follower of Christ in a way that very few people 
have ever become. He genuinely wanted the lowest place and he lived it. He wanted to be 
like Jesus and he did it. Jesus was poor. Charles gave up his great wealth and aristocratic 
position and lived the life of a very poor man. Jesus was a carpenter and so Charles 
worked with his hands and spent his years both in Nazareth and in the Sahara Desert without 
servants or helpers but rather helping and serving his nomadic Muslim neighbours in very 
practical ways. Jesus lived a normal life for most of his life. He was the ‘hidden Messiah’ for 
thirty of his thirty three years on earth. And so Charles lived a hidden life and imitated those 
beautifully quiet and brotherly years of Christ’s life when he was known only as a working 
man, a devout Jew, and a decent neighbour in a small country town. Most people, even 
Catholic people live far beyond the borders of the official Church and seldom if ever take 
part in the active practice of their faith. Charles very deliberately chose to live a life beyond 
the margins and in the name of all people, even those who had no belief or interest in 
the faiths into which they were born. As a young and profligate military officer he had 
spent time in North Africa and he had learned important lessons from the Muslim people 
who deeply impressed him with their total submission to Allah and with the great sense of 
purpose and discipline-for-life which they found in their practice of Islam. This encouraged 
him to look again at the message of love and hope that his own Christian faith carried and 
to begin to follow this message in the very same wholehearted fashion as he had witnessed 
among the Muslims.  As he himself said, ‘As soon as I came to believe in Christ, I had no 
choice but to dedicate my entire life to Him.’ 



Though he very soon 
developed a deep and 
mystical faith which 
sustained him throughout 
his life, he never sought to 
impose this faith on the 
people around him. Instead 
he actually practiced his 
faith among his neighbours 
and friends, and lived out 
the love and deep service 
that it inspired in him by 
helping people in practical and neighbourly ways. He also allowed himself to be helped by 
the Tuareg people among whom he lived. Once when he became gravely ill, these good 
neighbours fed and cared for him like a baby for many months. This experience cemented 
his deep connection with them and also taught him about the need to surrender himself 
sometimes into the total care of other people and to trust himself into the hands of God 
himself. His most famous prayer which is said each day by millions of people around the 
world is called ‘The Prayer of Abandonment’  and goes as follows: ‘Father I abandon myself 
into your hands, Do with me what you will, Whatever you may do I thank you, I am ready 
for all, I accept all. Let only your will be done in me and in all your creatures. I ask no more 
than this O Lord. Into your hands I commend my soul. I offer it to you with all the love of my 
heart. For I love you Lord and so need to give myself, to surrender myself into your hands, 
without reserve and with boundless confidence, for you are my Father.’

Long before he became an official saint of the church, Charles has already been a great 
inspiration for many people. Although he did not manage to found a group of followers, 
several orders including the Little Brothers and the Little Sisters of Jesus have been founded 
under the direct inspiration of his life and teaching. Like St Francis of Assisi and St Thérèse of 
Lisieux, there is something about the life and authenticity of Charles de Foucauld that speaks 
very deeply to the hearts of many people. Even Pope Francis recently acknowledged that 
Charles played an important part in his own life when he was still a young theology student. 
These are some of the words that the Pope spoke to the Little Brothers and Sisters shortly after 
the Canonization of Charles:  

‘I would also like to thank Saint Charles de Foucauld because his spirituality did me so much 
good when I was studying theology, which was a time of maturation and also of crisis. The 
life and message of Charles helped me so much to overcome these crises and to find 
a way of Christian life that was simpler and closer to the Lord. I thank the Saint and I bear 
witness to this, because it did me so much good.’

There is no better saint for our time than this genuine and simple man of the Sahara Desert who 
turned his love for Jesus into a genuine work of art, culminating in those precious moments 
when he like Jesus laid down his life for his friends. And perhaps nothing better captures 
the message of the new saint than the famous photograph of the young Charles in which 
his warm and gentle smile so deeply radiates the peace and joy which his faith in Jesus 
gave to him and through him to the whole world.       
 
Gerry Slamon
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October 13, 2022  (translated from Don Orione Oggi magazine) 

MLO: ARMANDA SANO MLO: ARMANDA SANO 
RECONFIRMED AT THE HEAD OF  RECONFIRMED AT THE HEAD OF  
THE ORIONINE LAY MOVEMENTTHE ORIONINE LAY MOVEMENT

Ms Armanda Sano (Italy) has been reconfirmed as MLO General Coordinator while 
Ms. Vivian Zandonà (Brazil South) is the new Deputy Coordinator.

This morning, during the fourth day of the VIII General Assembly of the MLO underway 
in Madrid, Mrs. Armanda Sano (Tortona – IT), was reconfirmed General Coordinator 
of the Orione Lay Movement. Alongside Armanda Sano at the head of the Movement 
as Deputy Coordinator will be Mrs. Vivian Zandonà, former South Brazil Territorial 
Manager.

Today the newly elected together with the Superiors General, Fr. Tarcisio Vieira FDP 
and Mother Mabel Spagnuolo PSMC, and the spiritual assistants of the MLO, the 
General Councilors Fr Fausto Franceschi and Sr. M. Jozefa Kalinowska, will choose 
the members of the Operational Secretariat.

The exhortation of Don Orione "Courage and forward in doing good", was the theme 
of the VIII General Assembly, which began on Monday 10 October and celebrated 
under the banner of the 25th anniversary of the official birth of the Orionine Lay 
Movement (October 1997).

The importance of this anniversary was also underlined by the two Superiors General 
during their intervention in the Assembly. Fr. Tarcisio and Mother Mabel, in fact, in 
recalling the episode that characterized the silver jubilee of priestly ordination of 
Don Orione, affirmed that the 25 years of the Movement, despite being a goal, an 
important goal, also inspire "a new beginning, a restart in the light of the celebration 
of the 25th anniversary of the priestly jubilee of Don Orione to be "history of good". 
In fact, the MLO is already in adulthood of gift and witness in the bosom of the 
Church and in the heart of the earthly realities of the world, because the world with 
its sufferings, wounds and agony, is today and always the "Viano cleric" waiting to 

Congratulations Armanda and Vivian



be cured. It is in this way, as happened with the Founder, that the 25th anniversary of 
the Lay Movement can be "sanctified". In fact, the Charter of Communion says that 
the lay Orione responds to the call to holiness in his own state of life through personal 
prayer, the Word of God lived, the sacraments and the service of Christ in the poor: 

"We must be saints, but make ourselves such saints that our holiness does not belong 
only to the worship of the faithful,  nor should it be only in the Church, but transcend 
and cast into society so much splendour of light, so much life of love of God and 
of men, to be, more than the saints of the Church, the saints of the people and of 
social health". Therefore, our suggestion can only be that, after the Assembly, and 
motivated by it, each lay group and each lay Orionine take the decision to carry 
out an act of charity in memory of this Jubilee occurrence with the clear intention of 
joining the charitable gesture of Don Orione. This action, perhaps, depending on the 
needs, could become a work of mercy of "lay charity" to be carried out, not only in 
a punctual moment, but become a form of life".

Fr. Vieira (FDP Superior General) and Mother Spagnuolo (Mother General) Little 
Missionary Sisters of Charity) then focused on the theme chosen for the VIII General 
Assembly of the MLO, "Courage and forward in doing good", inviting us to reflect first 
of all on the term "courage", analyzing its meaning in its various expressions, and then 
moving on to re-read the experience of the Movement through the lens of the past, 
present and, above all, of the future. «25 years after the birth of MLO, a new stage is 
opening with great challenges: that of the courage of good, of a concrete, feasible, 
effective good; the challenge of the ever greater involvement of young people in 
this adventure of charity; the challenge of concrete commitment to a new human 
paradigm, in which we are "all brothers", in which "Christ wins in his infinite mercy" 
and, starting from the small, personal and community witness and commitment, we 
can, all together as a charismatic family, "Instaurare omnia in Christo"» (Restore all 
things in Christ).

Finally, the invitation is to look to the future with courage, the courage to dare again: 
"The future can have many names. They say that for the weak it can mean the 
unattainable; for the fearful it can mean the unknown; for Don Orione it has always 
meant an opportunity to be seized with courage and trust in Providence. The future 
opens up for the Orionine Lay Movement. The celebration of the 25th anniversary 
is, of course, the conquest of a goal. Now it is necessary to start again with new 
enthusiasm, to start again with new forms, with a more creative charity inserted 
in society, to start again especially with young people. The existence of the Lay 
Movement and its Jubilee history has been one of the most beautiful and significant 
realities of recent times in the Orionine Charismatic Family. Seeing you passionate 
about Don Orione, participants in our charism and our spirituality is a rewarding and 
very rich experience. We hope to be able to continue walking together to deepen 
an ever truer and deeper sharing of charismatic spirituality".
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Fr. Martin Mroz updates us from Lucena.
In the Philippines the rain caused by typhoon 
Nalgae, the most violent of this year, began on 
Thursday and reached its maximum strength 
during the end of the week, causing victims and 
a lot of damage. 

More than 100 persons have died in recent days 
in the Philippines, caused by the floods and 
landslides provoked by typhoon Nalgae, one of 
the  most destructive storms that have hit the 
Asiatic towns this year. Nalgae, that has crossed 
the Philippines from south to north and that 
reached its maximum strength the end of last 
week, was not expected as being particularly 
violent, but the rain was more heavy than 
expected and help slower to arrive: in some 
areas the maximum amount of rainfall in a day 
was recorded.

The Orionine missionary Fr. Martin Mroz has 
reported that at Lucena “there are many 
families affected, but fortunately there have 
been no victims”. Immediately, the religious 
and volunteers, notwithastanding the difficulties 
arrived to bring help and Fr. Martin further 
reported, “during Monday we were able 
to distribute food to 180 families, including 
children from the feeding programme and to 
those most hit by the typhoon”.

 
2 November 2022     Don Orione Oggi website 

The Philippines: The Orionine  
Community Assist Families Hit By Typhoon Nalgae



LAZIO to PIEDMONT – ITALY
A journey by FODO PILGRIMS in 2022, October 11 – 20

Is THIS a geography lesson on Italy? CERTAINLY NOT.

EARLY JUNE: Well, can we manage IT in a few months? The IT was a delayed pilgrimage 
prepared in 2020 but cancelled due to Covid 19. Gaining courage over the Pandemic, 
FODO Pilgrims set out from London, Heathrow to fly Alitalia to Rome in Lazio where we visited 
the usual famous landmarks, the Basilicas of St. John Lateran, St. Mary Major and the Scala 
Sancta (the Holy Steps). The public audience with Pope Francis was of course a ‘must’ 
attendance for pilgrims, Pope Francis being seated throughout. 

Wednesday afternoon we had a long but fascinating tour of the Vatican Museum, then the 
Sistine Chapel which finally led to St. Peter’s Basilica. We were admirably informed on the 
tour by our guide Tatyana. After the wonderful weather of Wednesday, we awoke Thursday 
morning to see continuous extremely heavy rain all day which forced us to cancel our 
guide and our walk to see the most amazing Forum, which would have shown us Roman 
life around 2000 years ago. Whilst in Rome in the early afternoon we made our usual visit to 
the General House of the Sons of Divine Providence (SDP) for Mass and then a delicious and 
excellent meal when we met our friend Fr. Marcelo and Fr. Anthony from India.

Friday: Our long journey took us now to Assisi in UMBRIA, calling at Orvieto on the way. This 
wonderful old city reached by a funicular, towers on the skyline having been built on a high 
bastion of reddish rock. Orvieto is an architectural jewel with a Duomo which has a most 
beautiful façade and which has a ‘CORPORAL’ showing drops of blood from the ‘Miracle 
of Bolsena.’ After our brief visit we passed on to Assisi where in the thirteenth century the 
well known St. Francis (still only Francis of course) squandered a fortune from his father’s 
clothing business. He was punished for this but later Francis made up for his wrong doings 
and then he did much to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Church proclaimed 
him St. Francis. 

Whilst in Assisi we were also blessed to have been able to venerate the body of Blessed 
Carlo Acutis, the 15year old who died so young but leaving a legacy of faith, having 
promoted the study of and the devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. He showed young and 
old to use the internet well.

Pilgrims gathered at St. Peter’s Square Rome
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LAZIO to PIEDMONT – ITALY
A journey by FODO PILGRIMS in 2022, October 11 – 20

After Orvieto our destination was a city with higgledy piggeldy streets which go nearly always 
‘up and down’ or ‘down and up!’ with old dwellings which would tell us a few tales if they could 
speak. However the Basilica of St. Francis is the main building where the body of St. Francis lies, 
and when visiting you will realise how intricate and magnificent the buildings are. We couldn’t 
believe that we were in Assisi on the night of a weekly procession held by Franciscans every 
Saturday night and started as a protection against the earthquake ten years ago! That was a 
real bit of luck to join in the walk.

Onward to Florence in Tuscany, a world famous city which has so many great artworks and 
sculptures including Michelangelo’s ‘David’ and a Duomo and Baptistery which is outstanding 
in architecture both inside and outside and was so ably shown to us by Lia Bernini our guide 
in Florence.

ALAS; exciting and wonderful times cannot last forever and we had to journey to Tortona in 
Piedmont to our last Province with its most wonderful tower where a Golden Madonna and 
Child stand and where the bells ring out the hymn tune ‘Immaculate Mary’ twice every half 
past the hour. Naturally we went up the tower which needs two separate lifts to reach the 
feet of the Madonna and where the view is magnificent. Our final visit - the most important 
one here of course – was to see the simple home in Pontecurone of the Founder of the Sons 
of Divine Providence, St. Luigi Orione and all the buildings connected with him before flying 
home from Milan.

So four provinces we drove through, Lazio, Umbria, Tuscany and Piedmont in ten days. Maybe 
it was a geography lesson after all! I don’t think we will forget it.

One feels very humble being there in Pontecurone, especially as this is the 150th year since the 
birth of Luigi in 1872 (as reported in the last episode of The Bridge magazine) and to think that 
such great things have arisen there like the Saint of Charity and from such lowly surroundings 
and we must now remember that ‘GREAT 
THINGS FROM LITTLE ACORNS GROW’.

The pilgrims in our group expressed 
their thanks to Fr. John and myself. The 
preparation and fatigue was all worthwhile, 
knowing people have enjoyed and been 
spiritually and intellectually enriched.

Dorothy Finch

2023 Pilgrimage to the Holy land.  
Coming to join us? 

Pilgrims saw the incorrupt body of Blessed Carlo Acutis in Assisi – promoter of 
devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and intercessor for young people

Time to eat – buon appetito!



Sixty years on 
from Vatican II 
Oct. 11 marked the 60th 
anniversary of a monumental 
event in the history of the 
Catholic Church: the gathering in 
Rome of bishops from around the 
world for the start of the Second 
Vatican Council.Vatican II, as it 
is popularly known today, was 
not one long, singular meeting, 
but rather a complex series of 
four deliberative sessions held 
between 1962 and 1965. Nor was 
the council held for one, specific 
purpose, but rather many reasons, 
though  aggiornamento  — the 
desire to connect the Church with 

the modern world — served as a rallying theme.

What happened at those four sessions in St. Peter’s Basilica and resulted in four 
constitutions as well as many other texts has shaped and will continue to shape 

— and reverberate throughout — the Catholic Church for many years.

1962 — The first session. From Oct. 11 to Dec. 8, the first session of the council meets, 
and work begins in 16 commissions for the 16 documents to ultimately come out 
of the Second Vatican Council.These cover many topics, including the collegiality 
of bishops, the relationship with other religions and religious freedom, as well as a 
number of key themes in four documents called constitutions.

1963 — A new pope. On June 3, Pope John XXIII dies at age 81. Within three weeks, 
a successor, Pope Paul VI, is elected.  The new pontiff promptly announces the 
council will continue. Therefore, from Sept. 29 to Dec. 4, the second session gathers 
in Rome. Just before, Paul VI also announces a reform of the Roman Curia. Issued 
on Dec. 4, Sacrosanctum concilium, the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, calls for 
the use of Latin “to be preserved in the Latin rites” but also allows for the use of 
local — vernacular — languages in some areas. This meant that for the first time 
many people could hear the Mass in their own native language.

1964   — The Light of the Nations. From Sept. 
14 to Nov. 21, the council fathers gather to 
continue their work.  On the final day of the 
year’s session, Lumen gentium, the Dogmatic 
Constitution on the Church, is issued, among 
other documents.This text on the “Light of the 
Nations” proclaims that the laity “carry out 
for their own part the mission of the whole 
Christian people in the Church and in the 
world.”

Also on the final day, Nov. 21, Pope Paul VI 
announces that the  Eucharistic Fast  will be 
reduced to one hour.

Pope John XXIII addressing the assembled Fathers at 
the opening of the Second Vatican Council

https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/library/16-documents-of-the-second-vatican-council-1509
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19631204_sacrosanctum-concilium_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-gentium_en.html
https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/library/eucharistic-fasting-preparation-and-penance-1122


1965 — A solemn end. From Sept. 14 to Dec. 8 the fourth and final session of the 
council meets. During this session, several key documents are issued, including two 
more constitutions.The Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation,  Dei verbum, 
asserts that “sacred tradition and Sacred Scripture … flowing from the same divine 
wellspring, in a certain way merge into a unity and tend toward the same end.”

Finally, the Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, Gaudium et 
spes, is the last document promulgated during the council. Mentioning the word 

“world” 124 times and the word “Church” 140 times, it explains that “the Church has 
always had the duty of scrutinizing the signs of the times and of interpreting them in 
the light of the Gospel” and asserts “the effort to establish a universal brotherhood is 
not a hopeless one.”

On the final day, Dec. 8, 1965, the Second Vatican Council solemnly concludes. An 
extraordinary Jubilee Year is proclaimed to familiarize the 
faithful with the teachings of the council.

The principles of Catholic Social Teaching were founded in 
many of the documents from Vatican II including “Mater et 
magistra (1961, Pacem in Terris (1963) and Gaudium et Spes 
(1865) and condemn rampant global inequality, a theme 
which is still very relevant today. These laid the groundwork 
for Pope John Paul II  who stated that “all economic activity 
should be for human flourishing” and demanded that 

“”stewardship over nature will not be guided by selfish pursuit.” 

In Pope Francis’s encyclical “Laudato Si” in 2015, Catholics are 
called to Care for Our Common Home and “listen to the cry of the 
earth and cry of the poor.” In these post-Covid times this call has 
never been so relevant as we come to terms with three planetary 
crises – the climate crisis, the biodiversity crisis and the social 
inequality crisis. 

October 24th marked the World Day of Action against climate 
change.  Pope Francis has written us all a letter, inviting us to 
take action to help the poorest in this world, to be a voice tor 
the voiceless and to open our hearts to those affected by forced 
migration, war, floods, famines and other natural disasters. 

“The Letter” is a personal invitation to continue the work of Catholic social teaching 
which is so deeply rooted in the documents of Vatican II. Please take some time to 
watch the Laudato Sì movie at    Laudato Sì    
 
 

It is a powerful and impactful film which tells the story of young people on the 
frontline of climate change in Senegal, India and the Amazon and the challenges 
they face in their daily lives. Pope Francis asks that we never become complacent 
about the millions of people that risk losing their lives due to climate change.
The voice of the poor, the voice of the indigenous people, the voice of the youth and 
the voice of nature – these are all real and their voices deserve to be heard. 

What happens next will depend on how we respond to “the cry of the earth and the 
cry of the poor” in establishing a universal brotherhood which is not a hopeless one.  

https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651118_dei-verbum_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html
https://TheLetterFilm.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rps9bs85BII&vl=en 
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PRAISED BE
A prayer inspired by  A prayer inspired by  
the papal encyclical the papal encyclical 

‘Laudato Si’‘Laudato Si’

Living God, 
have mercy on us, 
for the times we forget 
that we belong to each other. 
You call us to be still, 
to hear the whisper of our Sister Wind, 
to feel the radiance of our Brother Sun, 
and to be nourished by our Mother Earth. 
Renew us in your healing love. 
Inspire us to water the earth, 
and nurture one another, 
so all may flourish. 
Together, as one family, 
may we always sing your praise. 
Through Christ our Lord, 
Amen.
  
Presented by Anita Tozzi Presented by Anita Tozzi 
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UKRAINE: KYIV-L'VIV-TORTONA.  
A LIGHT OF HOPE IN THE DARKNESS OF WAR
 
Translated from Don Orione Oggi 

 
From Ukraine, Fr Moreno Cattelan, an Orionine 
missionary in L'viv, sends a thought on the recent first 
profession of the Ukrainian novice Orest Zadorozhnyi 
made in Tortona, while in L'viv the renewal of the vows 
of the cleric Mykhailo Kostiv was celebrated. 

It is certainly not easy, in time of war, to live the events 
of everyday life and above all of the party as one should.  

In some eastern regions of the country, bombing continues and daily battles to 
reconquer the territories invaded by the armed forces of the Russian army still 
cause death, destruction and pain. In this climate of uncertainty about the future 
(think, for example, of the catastrophe that could happen if the largest European 
nuclear power plant of Zaporizhya were tampered with), of economic difficulty (we 
too will have to face the winter now at the gates and much more!), of upheaval of 
the ordinary (the school year has just begun in different ways due to the logistical 
difficulties created by the anti-missile alarms that are triggered several times a 
day),  in this climate we continue to live or rather, after more than half a year, to 
live with this shocking and useless reality that is called war.

"I have great pain in my heart for the worsening situation in Ukraine," Pope Francis 
said on February 23, a day before the outbreak of the war, at the end of the 
general audience. This pain is still present and has become more and more 
accentuated in these months of terror and fear. But in spite of everything we look 
for signs of light and hope in the midst of this tragedy.

A small light came on on Thursday, September 8, in L'viv and rebound also in 
Tortona. At L'viv the cleric Mykhailo Kostiv, who returned together with Fr Moreno 
Cattelan from Kyiv, renewed his temporary vows of chastity, obedience and 
poverty, his promise-commitment to live in the Orionine family ..." Adhering to 
Jesus crucified, in fidelity to the Church and to the Pope, in the service of the 
poorest brothers, for the advent of the kingdom of God". Visibly moved and 
understood about the step he was about to take, the ch. Mykailo was supported 
by the family present almost completely (the paternal grandmother was missing 
who will have to undergo a very difficult intervention in these days), by our 
disabled friends of the Capernaum house, by the animators of the oratory, by 
acquaintances and many parishioners who came to celebrate with us. Moreno 
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Cattelan was delegated to receive the vows, since the director of the community, 
Fr Fabio Cerasa and the Vicar, Fr Egidio Montanari were in Italy to follow another 
event, a sign of light and hope for our Congregation and for Ukraine. Together 
with six other novices, Orest Zadorozhnyi, one of our seminarians, made his 
first profession in the Basilica Of Our Lady of Safe Keeping shrine in Tortona.  
While here in L'viv, as in Tortona, after the liturgical ceremony the event was 
celebrated, through a video call we exchanged greetings. The newly professed 
Orest was visibly happy: "We have always been brothers, when I was with you in 
the monastery of L'viv, now, after this important step for me, we are confreres in 
all respects. And he concluded: "I return to Ukraine after a year. I return now that 
there is war. I return to give you a hand. See you on Saturday night at L'viv." One 
of the watchwords of these months is "sharing". In addition to having shared the 
monastery, food, medicines, clothing, with so many refugees who continue to 
knock on our door, we also want to share this beautiful news of peace and hope.

The presence in the community of these two young confreres will not only help us 
to continue the missionary work that the war has indicated to us, but above all the 
concrete sign of the will to "throw ourselves into the fire" of this new time that for us, 
Orionini in Ukraine, in L'viv as in Kyiv, is taking on a precise connotation to which we 
cannot disregard.
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Congratulations for the newly ordained Deacon 
Silviu who visited Hampton Wick Community this 
summer. The tallest in the photo.

THE DON ORIONE “1000 CLUB” Lottery THE DON ORIONE “1000 CLUB” Lottery 
Enrolling Now!Enrolling Now!

Proceeds 50% prize winnings / 50% Don Orione World MissionsProceeds 50% prize winnings / 50% Don Orione World Missions

The draw takes place on the FIRST FRIDAY of each calendar month.The draw takes place on the FIRST FRIDAY of each calendar month.
A member is allowed to take up as many numbers as she/he wishes.A member is allowed to take up as many numbers as she/he wishes.

Each number costs £1.00 per month. How many would you like?Each number costs £1.00 per month. How many would you like?

Payment by Cash, Cheque or Banker’s Standing Order; Standing Order preferred. Payment by Cash, Cheque or Banker’s Standing Order; Standing Order preferred. 
To join, contact : Fr. Stephen Beale, Promoter, Don Orione 1000 Club, To join, contact : Fr. Stephen Beale, Promoter, Don Orione 1000 Club, 

13 Lower Teddington  Road, Hampton Wick, Kingston upon Thames KT1 4EU    13 Lower Teddington  Road, Hampton Wick, Kingston upon Thames KT1 4EU    
You will be sent a form to complete and on receipt of payment, you will be notified of You will be sent a form to complete and on receipt of payment, you will be notified of 

the number(s) which have been allocated to you in the monthly draw.the number(s) which have been allocated to you in the monthly draw.
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Saint Teresa of Calcutta (1910-1997) 
Founder of the Missionary Sisters of Charity

Christmas prayer and meditation – pray the words;  
meditate – Who is the baby Jesus; who is he for me?

 
Jesus, The Word to be spoken, Twelfth Month 

“Who do you say that I am?” 
Who is Jesus to me?  
Jesus is the Word made flesh (Jn 1:14).  
Jesus is the Bread of Life (Jn 6:35).  
Jesus is the Victim offered for our sins on the cross (1 Jn 4:19).  
Jesus is the sacrifice offered at holy Mass  
for the sins of the world and for mine (Jn 1:29). 
 
Jesus is the word – to be spoken.  
Jesus is the truth – to be told.  
Jesus is the way – to be walked (Jn 14:6).  
Jesus is the Light – to be lit (Jn 8:12) ...  
Jesus is the life-to be lived.  
Jesus is the love – to be loved.  
Jesus is the joy – to be shared.  
Jesus is the sacrifice – to be offered.  
Jesus is the peace – to be given.  
Jesus is the Bread of Life – to be eaten.  
Jesus is the hungry – to be fed (Mt 25:35).  
Jesus is the thirsty – to be satiated.   
Jesus is the naked – to be clothed.  
Jesus is the homeless – to be taken in.  
Jesus is the sick – to be healed.  
Jesus is the lonely – to be loved.  
Jesus is the unwanted – to be wanted.  
Jesus is the leper – to wash his wounds.  
Jesus is the beggar – to give him a smile.  
Jesus is the drunkard – to listen to him.  
Jesus is the mentally ill – to protect him.  
Jesus is the little one – to embrace him. 
Jesus is the blind – to lead him.  
Jesus is the dumb – to speak for him.  
Jesus is the crippled – to walk with him. 
Jesus is the drug addict – to befriend him.  
Jesus is the prostitute – to remove from danger and befriend her.  
Jesus is the prisoner – to be visited.  
Jesus is the old – to be served.  
 
To me-  
Jesus is my God.  
Jesus is my spouse.  
Jesus is my life.  
Jesus is my only love.  
Jesus is my all in all.  
Jesus is my everything.  
Jesus, I love with my whole heart, with my whole being.



Saint Teresa of Calcutta

A Sponsorship scheme run by the Sons of Divine Providence and  
their friends and supporters for poor children in the Third World

£10 per month can CHANGE a child’s life now

Your contribution can buy food, water, clothing,  
medicine, education and life skill training

For further information please contact: 
Sons of Divine Providence, 13 Lower Teddington Road,  

Hampton Wick, Surrey, KT1 4HB

Email: johnperrotta208@gmail.com

“The privilege that we have 
to Adore Him every day is 
one of his greatest gifts. 
If you have a clean heart, 
you will be able always 
to  see that  wonder fu l 
connection between the 
bread of life and The broken 
body of Christ in the poor”
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KENYA:  
Rombo 

Animal Ambulance
Due to the on-going drought in 
Kenya the cow ambulance has 
been very vital in rescuing dying 
emaciated cows and returning them 
back to their owner’s homes. 

Once more congratulations to 
Fr. Alex for fulfilling the moto 

“throwing ourselves into the fire”. 

Sunday 30th October marked the 
start of Comboni Fathers (CMA)  
taking over three of our outstations 
St John, Rangau as the centre  of the 
mission and Emakoko  and  Nopopoong 
as outstations. Kandisi parish will 
remain with only five stations. 
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Mass Offerings

Please tick appropriate box:

The Book of Remembrance
Our Book of Remembrance is dedicated to the Benefactors and Friends of the Sons of Divine Providence.

Name to be inscribed:

Please accept my OFFERING of:  £

Name of donor (Mr.Mrs.Miss)  

Address:

If you wish your name or that of 
any person, living or deceased, 
to be inscribed in this Book, 
please fill in the form below.  
All those inscribed in the book 
share in the prayers and Masses 
offered daily by the Sons of 
Divine Providence. Cheques, 
POs should be made payable 
to The Sons of Divine Providence.

Mass intentions will be celebrated at Hampton Wick. 
Please make cheques payable to the Sons of Divine 
Providence.
Cheque enclosed for: £

Mass to be offered for:

RIP   Get Well        Thanksgiving       Birthday        Special Intention

Name:

Address:

Please acknowledge my offering    No acknowledgement required
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Please Donate 
to our work!

The Sons of Divine Providence

Donation
If you are a basic rate tax payer, please fill in the Gift Aid Declaration form below.   
This will enable us to claim back the tax and make your donation go even further

I enclose a donation of: 

Name:

Address:

Gift Aid Declaration
Please treat as Gift Aid donations all  
qualifying gifts of money made

For past, present and future donations

13 Lower Teddington Road, Hampton Wick, Surrey, KT1 4EU

Today

In the past 4 years

In Future
Please tick all boxes you wish to apply

Donors Details
Title:   First Name:               Surname:

Full Address: 

Postcode:

Date:    Signature:

Please notify the Sons of Divine Providence if you:
• Want to change this declaration • Change your name or home address • No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/ or capital gains

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and 
/ or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that 
is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or 
Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will 
reclaim on my gifts for that tax year.  I understand that other 
taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify.  I understand 
the charity will reclaim 28p of tax on every £1 that I gave up to 
5 April 2008 and will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give 
on or after 6 April 2008.

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to 
you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and 
Customs to adjust your tax code.

Telephone: 020 8977 5130  Fax: 020 8977 0105
Email: info@orionecare.org  www.sonsofdivineprovidence.org
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Love, The Vocation Love, The Vocation 
of Everyoneof Everyone
 
Vocation is common to everyone,  
the statement to have a vocation  
is often unsettling if we feel or think  
that we are being called to the 
priesthood or consecrated life - 

 
 
 

COME AND EXPLORE
www.sonsofdivineprovidence.org 
www.donorione.org
For more information:
Phone or write to Fr Stephen Beale
Tel:  00 44 208 977 2986
E-mail: sbeale@orionecare.org

Phone or write to Fr John Perrotta
Tel: 00 44 20 8977 5130
E-mail: johnperrotta208@gmail.com

Tel: 00 44 208 977 5130        
E-mail: info@orionecare.org             www.sonsofdivineprovidence.org  
Don Orione World updates:        www.donorione.org


