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Dear Readers,
Those who have known the Sons of Divine Providence Religious
Community at Hampton Wick, will be familiar with us living at
25–27 Lower Teddington Road, with the postal address being 25.
With the upgrade of our buildings, things are changing. (For the present
our head office remains at 13 Lower Teddington Road, KT1. 4EU)
25 was known as Westminster House because we are in the diocese
of Westminster. Now our religious community entrance is 23, and 25 is
the official entrance for Mulberry Court. Westminster House has been
renamed Providence House.
Crossroads, change and evolution are words you will spot throughout
this edition. It may sound negative. Change brings challenges, pessimism,
doubt, unrest and uncertainty. We are like the blind feeling our way
or even groping in the dark. At the end of the tunnel let there be light,
positive thinking, faith, hope and trust, a sense of calm and serenity, even
peace and joy.
We are standing at the crossroads – one may ask is everything crumbling
around us? Open your eyes – see new and refurbished buildings, new
staff with fresh energies, replacing many committed staff with years of
expertise that ends with retirement or closures. There are new challenges
…new beginnings …new possibilities…
Feedback in general is positive that as an Organisation we have invested
well in buildings and people and mostly good fruit has been borne. There
is some continuity, but there are also new beginnings. The whole Sons
of Divine Providence Congregation is in the same boat. Our Superior
General has just been re-elected with some new council members. New
blood brings new life. In England we are planning for continuity and
even better things at home and abroad. A lot of good is being done
in Dublin. Enjoy the articles and pray for our needy world that is upside
down and in turmoil. Providence House is the new name embracing the
SDP Community hub at Hampton Wick. By ourselves we can do nothing.
Together, with our staff and other collaborators and with faith, we can
continue to do great things.
Fr. Bidone was an entrepreneur … let’s pray for his intercession and
also for the intercession of our male and female religious, friends and
benefactors, staff and residents who have preceded us that from heaven
they may gain many graces for us and obtain for us the grace we need
to plough ahead doing good always as our Founder St. Luigi Orione did.
150 years since the birth of St. Luigi Orione is a milestone in the history of
the Sons of Divine Providence. Let’s ask which direction would he take
now? May we follow his impetus “Ave Maria e Avanti”, “Hail Mary and
onwards”.

Fr Stephen and confreres
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Feast Day Greetings

Feast of St. Luigi Orione 16 May 2022

“We will have a great spiritual renewal if we have a great charity.
We must, however, begin to practise it today among ourselves, to cultivate it in our own Houses, which must be true cenacles of charity.
'Nemo dat quod non habet': we will not give the flames of life, the fire
and the light of charity to souls if first of all we are not on fire ourselves,
blazing with fire. Charity must be our impetus, our ardour and our life:
we are the “Garibaldini” (assault soldiers) of the charity of Jesus Christ."
Happy Feast of our Father!
Fr. Marcelo Boschi
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*Saint Luigi Orione*pray for us

Introducing John Clark New ED

A Charity at the Crossroads

I

joined the Sons of Divine Providence
in January this year working as an
Executive Director for Orione Care. I
found a charity with a fantastic social
purpose that was looking to find its
feet again after the challenges of the
recent years. The pandemic and other
challenges have had a huge impact on
the charity and led to the trustees making
the difficult but necessary decision to
close Cardinal Heenan House in Roby Mill. As sad as it was to see a long
standing service have to close, the comments from residents and families
that have been connected to the scheme over the years show that it did
make a real difference in its time.

Over the months, I have been deeply honoured to see the effort that staff,
trustees, members of the congregation and volunteers put into the charity.
At a recent meeting we spoke about being in turbulent seas and that the
charity would have to continue to navigate these challenges, but there
was a strong feeling that a safe port was in sight.
I joined the charity coming from a housing background, but the charity is
far broader in its purpose than just providing homes. We have worldwide
commitments that we are keen to continue to support - more than this we
wish to grow our support over the coming years. The challenges people
face in the UK and abroad seem to be multiplying. In the UK; inequality,
cost of living, lack of services, life chances are being limited. Across the
world we hear of conflict between states, concerns of famine, global
warming and the continued pandemic. This highlights a small section of
the challenges faced by many.
The charity now finds itself at a crossroads, in early July the trustees and
members of the congregation met with me to define their broad plans for
the charity over the next few years and beyond. The path we will take will
leave us with many choices; some will be difficult, some obvious. However,
it is clear that more than ever the service the charity provides is essential.
The direction the charity takes will vary over time, but the core purposes
and charitable aims will remain the same, held together by a set of core
values of “do good, harm no one, fairness, adaptability, integrity and
respect”.
Yours Faithfully
John Clark
Executive Director
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A Sad Step Forwards –
Closure Of Cardinal Heenan House
By John Clarke ED

T

he announcement of the closure of Cardinal Heenan House, Roby Mill,
Upholland earlier this year was a difficult decision for the charity. The home
had been a centre point of the community for many years, hosting events
such as summer fetes and firework displays.

It should however be remembered for its fantastic staff supporting and caring for
people in the twilight of their lives. The work and dedication of the staff at the
home was clear for everyone to see; the compassion towards residents and the
close ties with the community are something that can make all concerned very
proud.
With such committed staff at the home, some having worked there for decades,
it was a difficult time for many as they underwent this transition. It is important to
reflect that the support for residents needed to be mirrored for those members of
the team as the home neared closure. All possible efforts were made to support
these colleagues into the next stage of their lives whether new employment,
retirement or otherwise.
The legacy of Cardinal Heenan House and its close ties to the history of the
charity mean that the home will always have a place in the heart of the charity,
and we must endeavour to emulate the quality of service in whatever the charity
does in the future.
On behalf of the charity we would like to thank the care, support, compassion
and many other superlatives of the staff at the home over the many years it
ran. We would also like to thank the local community, local authorities,
funding authorities, CQC, contractors, Liverpool Archdiocese clergy and
parishes, Churches Together, Sons of Divine Providence religious members
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and the wider family of St. Luigi Orione for being such a key part of the home's
long term success and compassion for the situation as the home closed.
Despite the sadness of the home’s closure we now look to our next steps and
moving forwards. The charity has needed to adapt to many challenges, but
we will walk forwards with hope and fortitude with the values and mission of the
charity exploring ways to continue to support those in need.
I would ask that readers reflect on the many years of fantastic service at Cardinal
Heenan House and wish success to the colleagues in their future endeavours.

Letters of appreciation on the closure of Cardinal Heenan House
Fr Stephen,
Please find below a few thoughts regarding the Don Orione care home in Upholland.
[…]
Having visited my aunt who was resident in the Don Orione for a number of years I like
many others was very saddened to learn about the closure of the care home earlier this
year.
First of all I would like to say a big thank you to all the staff and volunteers who worked
at the home. Your kindness, care and consideration for residents and visitors will not be
forgotten. There was always a very happy, pleasant atmosphere at the home which was
very welcoming to everyone who visited.
The high level of staff team work was very noticeable when visiting which was very
comforting to see. After visiting for a number of years it became apparent over time how
many long standing staff members worked so diligently at the home. Such longevity is
a mark of success in both how the home was run and the level of loving care that was
unconditionally given. I hope that the change in circumstances for all involved at the
home which can be difficult, and unsettling, can be a positive one for all concerned.
Speaking personally, when my aunt came to the end of her life at the home where she
had been looked after and cared for so well, many members of staff went above and
beyond to make sure aunt was looked after and comforted in the best possible way. I am
sure I speak for many other families in similar circumstances at the home and would like
to say thank you again.
Your loving kindness, thoughtfulness and consideration will always be remembered.
Marcus
**************************************
[01/07, 17:20] CMcG: Hello Fr Stephen
I hope you are well.
I have been shocked to hear that Cardinal Heenan House is closing or has closed.[…
they] had been considering it for themself.
What has happened? (A telephone discussion followed and then a second message.…)
[01/07, 18:38] CMcG: Father I just want to thank you and the staff at CHH for everything
that you did for my Mum Teresa and Aunty Win. It was much appreciated. X
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HAMPTON WICK ANNUAL MAY
PROCESSION IN HONOUR OF
OUR LADY OF LOURDES

T

he Annual May Procession of Our Lady of Lourdes is an event that has
recommenced after the pandemic. It used to be held in July since
that is the month when Miss Cooper of 23 Lower Teddington Road said
an apparition occurred in the back garden. Next to the old Mulberry tree
she had a grotto built, that with the new build of Mulberry Court, has been
destroyed, but a replacement is envisaged as the new gardens evolve...

As ever there are faces new and old. The old faces appear from our own chapel
and neighbouring parishes. There is a new mix of cultures such as Portuguese,
India, Sri Lanka. The joy and enthusiasm of faith and tradition in action continue.
The route varies from year to year having alternated with Kingston riverside after
many years of only passing through blue and white wistaria-filled streets of Lower
Teddington Road, Glamorgan Road, and Station Road. Some years ago, we went
via Normansfield Avenue and Kingston Road to terminate at The Sacred Heart
Church, Teddington – after all we are in the parish of Teddington and Hampton
Wick! The latter was this year’s route, praying the rosary and singing Marian hymns.
The church building is closed due to some structural damage to the roof and
ceiling, but hopefully next year parishioners will be able to offer hospitality as they
have done other times.
On return, as ever, Mass was celebrated in the garden and then a refreshment
followed. We are always grateful to those who provide such good food and also to
those who act as stewards to ensure people are safe on the journey with so much
traffic around. Thanks also to those who prepare the float that carries the image of
Our Lady. It is heavy to carry, not least because the beautiful flowers are slotted into
sodden oasis sponges – so thanks too to volunteer float bearers.
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Our Lady of Lourdes pray for us.
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From The Archive
The Story Of Fr. Bidone Welcoming Hungarian Refugees

A

fter the Hungarian uprising on 23 October 1956, many refugees arrived
in the UK, and various reception centres were set up to welcome them.
Fr. Bidone made one of his homes available for eighteen refugee boys,
aged 11-18.

I was in my first year of teacher-training at Ilkley College of Housecraft,
when I was asked by a family friend, Sir James Pitman, to teach English to
the refugees, as he was setting up a course in Pitman’s Central College
in London. I was excused from my college, but as there were not enough
‘takers’ for these lessons, I was passed on to Mrs. Breitenfeld of B.C.A.R. (British
Council for Aid to Refugees), who in turn passed me on to Fr. Bidone.
I was in Hampton Wick for about two months, not only interpreting, but
spending nights, fortified with strong black coffee, sitting guard, to make
sure some of the boys did not continue their criminal behaviour under cover
of darkness - some of them had escaped from prison during the uprising.
Those were memorable days! I remember dear Frs. Marchione and Reno,
and Silvano, the cook. Brenda O’Brien, also of Bradford, was a helper. She
later became a nun, ending up the Superior of the Presentation Sisters. I
kept in touch with Fr. Bidone over the years. I went on the pilgrimage for the
Beatification of St. Luigi Orione.
Fr. Bidone visited me and my parents in Bradford, and me in Dedhan,
near Colchester when I was living in a caravan. He came to one of my
parties in London, when he met my brother Gàbor and his fiancée,
Valerie, a few weeks before they died in a car crash (23 April 1966).
It was then that Fr. Bidone kept my eyes focused on Jesus in my distress.

Fr Bidone attending Veronica and John Davis nuptial Mass,

St. James the Lesser, Colchester
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When I got married in 1985, Fr. Bidone concelebrated with three of the priests
at my nuptial Mass and proclaimed the Gospel. He was about to visit us
in our new home in Highbridge when we got the sad news of his death
(15 April 1986).
Fr. Bidone was an amazing man, completely reliant on Divine Providence,
as was the Founder of the Sons of Divine Providence, St. Luigi Orione. For
instance, if someone gave him money, he would thank them and put it in
his pocket without counting it. If he needed to give money to someone he
would dip in his pocket and give, again without counting it, what turned out
to be the exact amount needed! This happened to me, when in 1956, he
suddenly asked me to catch the 3pm train, due in ten minutes! – to go to
Nazareth House in Southampton and bring back an 11 year old Hungarian
refugee. He gave me the exact fare, without counting it.
Enjoy your well-earned Eternal Happiness, dear ‘St.’ Paul Bidone!
Veronika Davis
20 April 2022
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FR. JOSEPH MASIERO, EX-PROVINCIAL
OF UK AND DUBLIN, LAID TO REST IN
TORTONA AFTER 30 YEARS

F

ather Vieira opened the XV General Chapter with the celebration of Mass in the
Shrine of Our lady of Safe Keeping, Tortona, where 30 years previously there was
a double funeral. At the end of the Mass, the Rite of Burial of the mortal remains
of Fr. Joseph Masiero was held in the crypt. Fr.
Masiero was the fifth successor of Don Orione. He
died in a tragic accident in Caracas (Venezuela)
in 1991. Don Angelo Riva, Don Italo Saran and
a young volunteer, Rafael Villanueva, also lost
their lives with him. Of that moment remains the
testimony of Don Roberto Simionato (who would
later be the sixth successor of Don Orione). “The
sudden death of Don Masiero, Don Riva, Don
Italo and the young Rafael, I believe was - after
the death of the Founder - the greatest test for the Congregation.
A general bewilderment invaded us with the feeling of having been orphaned suddenly
“In Caracas - continues Don Simionato - the bag with his stuff was returned to me by the
police. I remember the images of Don Orione, crumpled by the accident. He had them
printed with the prayer: “Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, you are my everything... Jesus, Jesus, Jesus,
you are my all, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, living and dying for love of you." He gave them to
each confrere, as a souvenir of the canonical visit. It truly became his testament!”
Father Tarcisio Vieira, Director General of the Opera Don Orione then underlined how
after 30 years, “I asked the family if they would allow the body of Don Masiero to be
transferred here to the Shrine of Tortona, together with the “Fathers of the Congregation”
whom he loved and served throughout his life, as a son and as a Father. Now we are here
to realize what the family, kindly, has granted. We thank them, and we are sure that the
blessings of the Lord for all the family members of Don Masiero will not be lacking.”

XV

GENERAL
CHAPTER

31 May - 19 June, 2022

F

ather Vieira opened the General Chapter and emphasized that “to celebrate
a Chapter worthily, a double attention of listening is necessary: listening to the
Word (of God) and listening to the words (of the brothers)”.

Message At The End Of The XV General Chapter
Dear brothers, sisters, consecrated laity, Orionine laity, collaborators, friends and
devotees of Saint Luigi Orione,
We, religious Sons of Divine Providence, are leaving each other after having formed,
from 31 May to 19 June 2022, the community of the 15th general chapter of the
Congregation gathered in Montebello (Pavia) with the theme “Let’s throw ourselves
into the fire of the new times”. Not only in our speeches but also in prayer we had
present the confreres, the people, the situations, the communities and the activities
that form the fabric of the Little Work of Divine Providence in the more than 30 nations
in which we are present.
In the community of the Chapter, a fraternal climate of knowledge, mutual listening and
confrontation was immediately created, and this favoured the search for indications
for the good of the Congregation in the coming years and the choice of the General
Council that will animate the journey. The participation of some other members of the
Orionine Charismatic Family in the phase of discernment and proposal was fruitful.
Over the course of the days and in addressing the various issues presented, a fil rouge slowly
emerged that unites the choices and dynamism that the General Chapter intends to set in
motion: the centrality of Christ and the courageous actualization of the Orionine charisma.
Aware of the crisis of faith that is going through our time and of the spreading of the
fragility of human identity, the centrality of Christ and the unifying and identifying force
of our Orionine charisma are our prophecy and our gift to be lived as a spirituality and
as an activity, as a personal commitment and as a community witness.
In the indications drawn up by the Chapter, which will be published in the final
document, some concrete innovations, guidelines for the renewal of works and
religious can be found. Above all, they will reflect the impulse for good to “throw
ourselves into the fire of the new times” that inspired this General Chapter. “We are
made of the same stuff that dreams are made of” (Shakespeare, The Tempest).
With Don Orione we want to be concrete men but with big and achievable dreams,
because where our hand ends, the arm of God will begin, if we do not work for human
purposes”.
A new stage has begun in the life of the Little Work of Divine Providence which renews
its step, its style and its charismatic commitment. The step of charity moves towards
the new frontiers that we want to live in to reach the least and embrace everyone as
Don Orione did.
We are family and we must be united in realizing those innovations that the Spirit
suggested to us in preparing the Chapter and which, after discernment, now become
an authoritative path for the future.
To Mary, our Mother and Heavenly Foundress, we entrust the dreams and the
commitment to throw ourselves into the fire of the new times as prophets of communion
and servants of the poor.
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The Newly Elected General Council

				
Dear Brothers,							14 June 2022
The General Councillors elected early this afternoon complete the
formation of the new General Council.[…] Their appointment concludes
this further phase of the 15th General Chapter that led to the election
of the new General Council of the Little Work of Divine Providence
(Opera Don Orione), which is composed as follows: Director General Fr.
Tarcisio Vieira, Vicar General Fr. Maurizio Macchi, Bursar General Fr. Walter
Groppello, General Councillors Fr. Fernando Fornerod, Fr. Pierre A. Kouassi
and Fr. Fausto Franceschi.
*our best wishes and prayers for those who have served on the
previous General Council and for the newly elected.
Fr. Marcelo

Meeting with Mgr. Guido Marini Bishop
of Tortona in Seminary Classroom
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Sending of missionaries at end XV GC

The Sons Of Divine Providence

General Chapter June 23rd 2022 Events
May 31, Tuesday, in Tortona:
4:00 p.m. - Blessing of the Garden of Remembrance at the House of the 400 Lire (Mother
House of the Sisters) to commemorate all the deceased brothers and sisters in the two
years of the pandemic (2020-21).  
5:00 p.m. - Holy Mass in the Shrine of Our Lady of Safe Keeping with the call of the
Chapter members before the urn of Don Orione. Immediately following there will be the
burial of the body of Don Giuseppe Masiero in the crypt of the Shrine. As I am sure you
know, following the fatal accident in 1991, in Venezuela, he was buried in his native town.
On June 4, Saturday at 20:45, in Pontecurone there will be a candlelight procession
through the streets of the town visiting the places related to the childhood of Don Orione.
It is a manifestation of faith organized by the Parish to start, together with the Chapter
members, the celebration of the 150 years since the birth of St. Luigi Orione, which will
culminate in a Solemn Mass on June 26.
On June 19, Sunday at 11:00 a.m., the Concluding Mass of the XV General Chapter will
be held in Pontecurone, presided over by the new Superior-General.
June 21, Tuesday noon, in Rome, at the altar of San Luigi Gonzaga (Church of St. Ignatius)
there will be the customary Mass to honour the Saint. This year, that event will be an
opportunity to present the new General Council to the confreres, sisters, and lay Orione
members of Rome and the surrounding area.
On June 23 19:00, Thursday, in Rome, in the Church of Ognissanti, at 19:00, there will be
Mass in commemoration of the 150th anniversary of Don Orione’s birth. It will be presided
over by His Eminence Cardinal Gualtiero Bassetti. In this celebration, as a final concluding
act of the Orionine Vocational Year, there will be the diaconal ordination of six clerics from
different provinces of the Congregation.
June 25, when the Holy Father will receive in audience the participants of the General
Chapter with a representation of the Orionine Charismatic Family. The enlarged presence
was granted given the jubilee celebrations of our Founder.
On June 26, Sunday, in Pontecurone, the Holy Mass will be presided over by the Bishop of
Tortona, Mons. Guido Marini, for the anniversary of Don Orione’s birth.
As you can see, there are many moments of celebration. I invite all those who can,
to participate personally. We will try, as much as possible, to broadcast them also in
streaming for those who wish to accompany us at a distance. We will communicate in
time on how to connect.
Fraternally,
Fr. Tarcisio Vieira
Superior General

15

Sr. Giuliana Ganau
Dear Fr. John,
As you know I have always prayed for
you and your confreres. You know that
before I met you I met Don Bidone in
London. I have also followed with my
prayers your General Chapter.
Best wishes for the re-elected Brazilian
Superior and for the other members of
the council.
Best wishes also to the Provincial
Superior Fr. Joseph Simionato, for
England and Dublin.
Fr. Joseph from the photo I see on
“THE BRIDGE.” I seem to have known
him ... Thank you for The Bridge,
which still sends me a sign of our old
friendship. When I have the opportunity,
I always speak of you. Your wonderful
way of welcoming is not forgotten. I
ask for your prayers on the occasion
of my sixtieth anniversary of religious
life which I celebrate this year.
Best wishes for the new initiatives, for
the new openings -Hampton Wick
continues to be in my memories.
I hope to continue to receive your
news through “THE BRIDGE.”
I renew my good wishes and promise
my prayers.
With affection and esteem I greet
you.
Sr. Giuliana Ganau
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THE DON ORIONE “1000 CLUB” Lottery
Enrolling Now!
Proceeds
Proceeds 50%
50% prize
prize winnings
winnings // 50%
50% Don
Don Orione
Orione World
World Missions
Missions

The
The draw
draw takes
takes place
place on
on the
the FIRST
FIRST FRIDAY
FRIDAY of
of each
each calendar
calendar month.
month.
AA member
is
allowed
to
take
up
as
many
numbers
as
member is allowed to take up as many numbers as she/he
she/he wishes.
wishes.
Each
Each number
number costs
costs £1.00
£1.00 per
per month.
month. How
How many
many would
would you
you like?
like?
Payment
Payment by
by Cash,
Cash, Cheque
Cheque or
or Banker’s
Banker’s Standing
Standing Order;
Order; Standing
Standing Order
Order preferred.
preferred.
To
To join,
join, contact
contact :: Fr.
Fr. Stephen
Stephen Beale,
Beale, Promoter,
Promoter, Don
Don Orione
Orione 1000
1000 Club,
Club,
13
13 Lower
Lower Teddington
Teddington Road,
Road, Hampton
Hampton Wick,
Wick, Kingston
Kingston upon
upon Thames
Thames KT1
KT1 4EU
4EU
You
You will
will be
be sent
sent aa form
form to
to complete
complete and
and on
on receipt
receipt of
of payment,
payment, you
you will
will be
be notified
notified
of
of the
the number(s)
number(s) which
which have
have been
been allocated
allocated to
to you
you in
in the
the monthly
monthly draw.
draw.

FOCUS ON KILIMANJARO FARM.

On the slopes of Mount Kilimanjaro lies the fertile volcanic soil that supports farming.
After preliminary engagement and research Fr. Alex Ruiz began farming in Kilimanjaro
last year. The farm is approximately 20 acres producing different crops like maize,
beans, cabbages, onions, capsicum and cassava. In order that the farm produces
all-the-year-round, there is a borehole that is powered by a diesel generator, and
recently the farm has acquired solar power to pump water used for irrigation.

Kenya French bean
cultivation

Kenya Beet and Brassica
cultivation

Kenya Brassica
cultivation

The farm is providing food to the Orione Community Training Centre and the
surplus is sold off to local markets as a means of self-sustainability to the project.
The project also educates Maasai women to have their own kitchen gardens.
Finally this will perhaps in the future be of help to the Maasai people, who
are mostly shepherds and lead a nomadic life, to settle down and change
to agriculture, especially as sometimes their livestock die during prolonged
drought seasons causing the families to lose the source of their livelihoods.
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Kenya Maize cultivation

KENYA: THE PARISH OF SAINT LUIGI
On Sunday, June 12, 2022, the faithful of the new parish of Gaitu in the
diocese of Meru, joined the celebration of the official opening of the
parish that has St. Luigi Orione as the Patron.

The official opening of the new parish and the consecration of the church
dedicated to St. Luigi Orione, marked the beginning of a milestone in
the Kenya Region. The faithful of Gaitu in the diocese of Meru joined the
celebration of the official opening of the parish and the consecration
of the church presided over by Mons. Salesius Mugambi, Bishop of the
Diocese of Meru. The celebration began with the welcome of the Bishop
from the market square to the parish signifying the day long awaited by
the faithful of Gaitu.

Bishop Salesius Mugambi, Bishop of Meru
Afterwards, the president of the pastoral council told a brief story about
how the parish was born from the two mother churches of Nkabune and
Chaaria, without forgetting the challenges they had to face to obtain the
land and build the church that now becomes the seat of the new parish.
The procession in the parish church followed for the blessing and
consecration of the building as a sign of purification of the place of
worship. In addition, the members of the Parish Pastoral Council were
presented to the Bishop for the blessing, who then asked them to work
in collaboration with the parish priest. In his homily, being the Solemnity
of the Holy Trinity, the Bishop stressed the need to work in unity as the
Trinity does (Father, Son and Holy Spirit). He also stressed the importance
of supporting the Fathers of Don Orione in their mission in the parish and
encouraged the Congregation to continue the good work in the diocese.

ORIONE OPENS IN GAITU
Fr Maurice Mawira FDP, who will be the first parish priest of this new Orionine
parish, recited the profession of faith (the creed) before the Bishop and
the faithful. When the time came for the anointing of the altar and the
walls with Chrism oil, all those present followed the rite with extreme interest,
keeping their eyes fixed on the altar, since it was a new experience for
them.
Finally, before concluding the Mass, there was the blessing of the new
tabernacle where Jesus will be placed in the Blessed Sacrament. The
Bishop stressed that Christians must not leave Jesus alone and respect the
Church at all times because it is a place of worship. After the Eucharistic
celebration, the bishop proceeded to the official opening and blessing
of the community house where the members of the religious family at the
service of the faithful of the parish of Saint Luigi Orione, Gaitu, will reside.
The charismatic family of Don Orione was well represented during
the celebration with the Little Missionary Sisters of Charity, the Blind
Sacramentine Sisters and the members of the Orionine Lay Movement
present.

In order to celebrate Don Orione feast day
on May 16th the Orione Community Training
Centre organised a football tournament...

The female staff in the centre played versus their male counterparts. Most
of you may conclude that men won, but to your surprise female staff won
the match. Congratulations to the ladies team and hope that men will
play better next time.
Fr Peter Wambulwa
19

Niall Farrell, the School Chaplain
at St Oscar Romero’s Catholic
School in Worthing, West Sussex
writes…

H

ello from St Oscar Romero’s, as we come towards the end of another
unique, blessed and fruitful academic year. As this year draws to a
close, we close on our second year as St Oscar Romero Catholic
School – a secondary school in West Sussex, England. Our school finds its
origins in 1957 when we opened as St Mary’s Catholic Secondary School.
Within a few years we had taken Blessed Robert Southwell, one of the
English Martyrs, as our patron, before becoming Chatsmore Catholic High
School in 1973. Our new identity as St Oscar Romero’s is one that we are
very proud of. We are the first and only school in the country named after
the great saint who stood up
for the vulnerable and downtrodden. The taking on of this
new identity is a milestone on
the exciting journey we have
been on in the last few years.
It strengthens our catholic
identity and inspires us in all
that we do as a community
as we strive to have a positive
impact on the world around
us.
One of the many ways that we
as a school community have
been inspired by St Oscar
Romero, is his passion for
standing up against injustice
and speaking out for those
without a voice. We have
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aspired to imitate our patron through our response to the current and
ongoing crisis in Ukraine, by putting our faith into action. Several truckloads of clothing were donated by the students to help those in need.
As inspiring as this sight of generosity was, for me the high point of our
response to the war in Ukraine was our peace march to nearby Goring
Beach, which we held on the 25th March 2022. To see and hear our school
community speaking out and being “God’s microphones” as St Oscar
Romero calls us to be, was a wonderful witness. It was not a politically
driven event, but rather a response to live out our Christian duty to speak
out in truth and for justice. This culminated in a beautiful and awe inspiring
way, when as a whole school community of seven hundred, we knelt in
worship before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, praying for the needs of
the world, to Him who is the Prince of Peace.
In the prayer inspired by and commonly (incorrectly) attributed to St Oscar
Romero, the writer speaks of how we plant seeds that will one day grow,
and of how we are prophets of a future not our own.
Please join us in praying for our young people, and all young people,
that they may be the voice of the voiceless, planting seeds of hope and
creating bright futures for others as well as themselves.
St Oscar Romero Pray for us.
www.stromeros.co.uk

Request A Bridge
If you already receive The Bridge, you do not have to
complete this form again. This form cannot be completed on
behalf of others without their express consent and signature.
Name
(Print Clearly)
Address line 1
Address line 2
Address line 3
Post Code
Email
If you are happy for us to contact you with
a link to the on-line version of The Bridge

I am willing to have a printed copy of Please sign here:
The Bridge Magazine sent to my address.
The Bridge magazine will contain news
and developments about the work of
the Sons of Divine Providence, fundaising
and donation requests, occasional raffle
tickets and promotion of events such as
pilgrimages etc.
Please complete the form above and
return to:-

✃

The Editor
The Sons of Divine Providence
13 Lower Teddington Road
Hampton Wick
Kingston upon Thames
Surrey
KT1 4EU
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Alternatively, you may consider sending
an e-mail to info@orionecare.org making
the above statements and confirming
your name and full postal address.

Closure Of The Special Year Of Prayer For Vocations
23 June 2022 marked the end of the special year of prayer for Vocations
in preparation for the 150th anniversary of the birth of St. Luigi Orione,
Founder of The Sons of Divine Providence.
Congratulations to our confreres recently ordained as deacons and
priests. For the occasion we offer a collage of photos announcing their
ordinations.

Deacon Ordinations. Rome

Diaconate Ordinations. Nairobi

Kenya First Professions - Thadeus, Maxwell, Luke

Final Professions. Rome

Deacon Nestor. Philippines

Kenya Diaconate Ordinations

Deacon George Fernandes. India

150 th Anniversary
Of The Birth Of Luigi Orione

The commemorative stamp of 150 years since his birth, represents
the four loves of Don Orione. Jesus, Mary, Church (Souls! Souls!), Pope.

The red rose “grazia di Maria”,a
grace from Our Lady – In
Pontecurone in the Roman Catholic
Church of St. John the Baptist, the
pious ladies of the parish carried
out their devotions as usual for the
month of May, but that special year
1872, one of the roses placed at the
statue of Our Lady did not die as the
others did. The people understood
something was to happen, a special
grace, and sure enough on 23 June
1872 Luigi Orione was born, later to
become a saint in recognition of
his four great loves that continue
to manifest themselves through the
work and ministry of the worldwide
family of St. Luigi Orione.
Fresco of John the Baptist, Pontecurone

Chapter members gathered in St. John the Baptist church, Pontecurone

Font in which Luigi Orione was baptised

Birth plaque of Don Orione

HM The Queen Platinum Jubilee
Congratulations to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
on the occasion her platinum jubilee.
May Her Majesty be rewarded by God for her good
example of loyalty, faithfulness, commitment and
sense of duty throughout her long reign. Renewing
the prayer proposed in Catholic Churches on the
Jubilee Weekend: We pray for Elizabeth, our Queen;
may she continue to know the steadfast love of
God and serve her people faithfully.
25
Raised
Union Jack Flag for Platinum Jubilee
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Don Orione And
The Deaf People

S

eptember is the blue month of the deaf people, with different
dates dedicated to the deaf and their rights. 23/09 is the
International Day of Sign Language; 26/09 - National Day of
the Deaf in Brazil; 30/09 - International Day of the Deaf. The main
objective of these commemorative dates is to propose reflection
and debate on the rights and struggles for inclusion of the deaf in
society. According to the World Health Organisation (WHO) there
are about 500 million deaf people in the world. Already in Brazil
there are more than 10 million deaf people (IBGE 2019). The deaf community has
its own identity, culture and language. I met the deaf community at the age of 14
with my deaf friends who taught me LIBRAS (Brazilian Sign Language), recognized
as a legal means of communication and expression through the Libras Law (Law No.
10.436 - April 24, 2002). I grew up and lived with the deaf, even after entering the
Congregation of Don Orione, I continued helping the community as an interpreter
in Masses and in the Ministry of the Deaf in Brazil, which was interrupted with my
departure to Jordan in 2008.
TV Mass for the deaf.

After many years in Jordan, I went to
Brazil for a Pastoral experience in the
religious community of Quatro Barras
PR in February 2020. A month after my
arrival there was the beginning of the
pandemic and with social isolation
the pastoral activities were interrupted.
Immediately we began to use social
networks for online broadcasting of
Masses and moments of prayer for the
local community. It was then that I thought of the deaf person and started the Masses
on Sundays and some moments of prayer in sign language on the Facebook page
with the name Orionita Sinalizando ( in English: Orionine Signing). In the first days of
social isolation there were few social networks that had this accessibility for the deaf. It
was then that I decided to meet this need by expanding the activities directed also to
youth and deaf children on YouTube, Instagram and TikTok. Besides the Mass we have
moments of prayer, catechesis, Bible studies, humour, videos - all activities in LIBRAS. With
this pastoral work I could meet deaf people from different parts of Brazil and the world,
and I could see the great difficulty of accessibility to live the faith in their own language.
This year I returned to Jordan. Even with the end of social isolation we continue to serve
people who cannot leave home because of health or age, and also as a vehicle of
support for the deaf who do not have access to Sign Language. Here in Jordan, the
community is looking at how we can best minister to the local deaf people especially
the deaf Christians who do not have any Sign Language ministry directed towards them.
Today Orionita Sinalizando has a team of 19 deaf people with the main objective
of fulfilling the desire of St. Luigi Orione to help the deaf in the spiritual Life. This team

“Because the deaf need to be
helped greatly in their spiritual life”
Don Orione
		
takes care of the administration, script and liturgy of each activity on the channel.
Besides the liturgical activities they are engaged in spreading the life of Don Orione
and his Orionine charism in the deaf community. The deaf have always been in the
heart of Don Orione, who demonstrated this love in his writings: “May the blind, the
deaf and the orphaned be, after Jesus and the Pope, the supreme love of the Work
and the heart of each of its children” (73, 218), and just as he already had the blind
in his religious family, he also wished to have the deaf in his family. In an undated
telegram to the Superior of the nuns at Ameno, Don Orione wrote: “Accept the deaf
woman in a trial period; doing well, today I would start the Deaf Family” (60, 363).
The pandemic and social isolation have brought many difficulties for many people
and for Orionine charitable and pastoral works, but it has also opened many
possibilities for new evangelization through social networks. The creation of the
channel Orionita Sinalizando was a great missionary school where it was possible
to help many deaf people in Brazil and in other countries. May the pastoral work
of Orionita Sinalizando, besides spreading the Orionine charisma in the deaf and
deafblind community, also be an incentive for our religious communities, works and
parishes of Don Orione to strive for the accessibility of deaf people and to fulfil the
dream of our Father and Founder to have deaf people in our religious family.
Fr. Marcio Calais FDP
Sons of Divine Providence
Orionita Sinalizando links:

YouTube

TikTok:

Facebook:

Instagram:

LAUDATO SI’ WEEK Anita Tozzi
CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME

CAF6258 Charity no 1160384 and a company limited by guarantee no 09387398

Illustration: Per José Karlén Printed on paper from well-managed forests

Laudato Si’

HOW CAN WE CARE FOR GOD’S WORLD?
Laudato Si’ Week is being celebrated during 22nd – 29th May. It reminds us of our duty towards and
celebration of creation and Care for Our Common Home.
Pope Francis has written a letter addressed to every person on the planet, asking us all to
protect the earth. Will you play your part to protect our common home?
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Primary-teaching-resources/Laudato-Si-for-children
In Laudato Si' – on Care for Our Common Home, Pope Francis urges us to move away from the myth of
perennial progress at the expense of the earth’s resources and calls us to recognize that development
that fails to respect the earth is a false economy.
Instead we need a new model of “Integral Ecology” recognizing that “everything is
connected” and hearing both the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.
https://cafod.org.uk/News/UK-news/Pope-Francis-encyclical
The Laudato Si’ Action Platform has been established by the Vatican’s Dicastery for Promoting Integral
Human Development, in response to the Encyclical. It is designed to run for 7 years, encompasses
7 Sectors and has 7 general goals. We will all fit into one or another of the Sectors. The 7 Goals are
designed to guide our actions. Under each general goal heading, actions are suggested for us to
consider which will reduce our environmental footprint.
CAFOD’s Fix the Food system campaign aims to reduce food waste and empower food
producers in some of the world’s poorest regions. Here is Alexander Ugoh’s story, a young
campaigner from COP26. https://cafod.org.uk/News/Campaigning-news/Our-food-systemisn-t-working
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Here are some practical steps you can take within your parish to be more sustainable:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

Start a parish garden and grow your own food. Compost food leftovers.
Buy local, support ethical brands such as Fairtrade. Become a Fairtrade parish.
Recycle your trash for cash. Did you know that CAFOD has a recycling programme for
used printer cartridges? https://cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-CAFOD/Trash-for-cash
Recycle used church candles into new ones and give them as gifts.
Use public transport, walk or cycle instead of driving.
Look at investments and your own pension fund. Ask your bank about plans to divest from fossil fuels.
Join CAFOD and other charities to lobby MPs to keep their promises from COP26. Email Liz Truss today.
Use apps such as “Too Good to Go” to buy food at a discount price which would
otherwise go to waste.https://cafod.org.uk/Campaigh/Fix-the-food-system
Follow the Laudato Si' movement on YouTube: Empowering Eco communities,
Embracing the Poor.
Encourage your parish priest to arrange a free energy efficiency check to help cut your electricity and
gas bills. Contact Barry Lawrence at Westminster for a free Energy Audit on 020 8547 6542.
Go digital with your church newsletter; this saves on paper and printing costs.
Encourage direct debit or contactless payments/Gift Aid to help your parish reduce administration
and travel costs. Encourage parishioners to share leftover foods using the app “Olio”– this lets
neighbours share food for free.
Cut down on your consumption of meat try vegetarian or vegan food once or twice a week!
Support your local farm shop and buy ethically produced food.
Draught-proof and insulate buildings to avoid heat loss.
Use energy-saving LED light bulbs and switch off when not in use.
Turn off electrical appliances when not in use – avoid leaving them on standby.
Reduce water wastage – install a water butt.
Use eco-friendly cleaning materials or make your own using white vinegar and lemon juice.
Support or set up a second-hand school uniform exchange.
Encourage your First Communion group to plant a tree to symbolize the growing of their faith.
Install bird feeders or plant wild flowers to attract bees and other pollinators.
Support or set up a local foodbank.
Have a parish soup lunch on Family Fast Day.

Here are some pictures
of what parishioners of St.
Theodore’s of Canterbury,
Hampton on Thames are
doing to Care for Our
Common Home around
Westminster Diocese.

A Prayer For Our Earth:
All powerful God, you are present in the universe and in the smallest of your creatures. You embrace with
your tenderness all that exists. Pour out upon us the power of your love, that we may protect life and beauty.
Fill us with your peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one. O God of the poor, help us
to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, so precious in your eyes. Bring healing to our lives, that
we may protect the world and not prey on it, that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. Touch
the hearts of those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the earth. Teach us to discover the
worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and contemplation, to recognize that we are profoundly united with
every creature as we journey towards your infinite light. We thank you for being with us each day. Encourage
us, we pray, in our struggle for justice, love and peace.

29

In grateful Memory of the Family, to the brothers and sisters of the
Orionine family who died during the two years of pandemic.

Fr. Joseph Vallauri RIP

Sr Catherine Vose RIP

In the pious memory of our dear ones, who have already passed and in
the expectation, brief expectation of our full Communion of the Saints, let
us console one another and edify each other in Christ.
								(Don Orione)

Memorial Garden Tortona - Mother M. Mabel Spagnuolo LMSC;
Fr. Tarciscio Vieira FDP Superiors General
30

Memorial
Garden,
Tortona

Memorial garden Tortona (2).jpg
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Pauline
Jaricot
A
Saint
For Our Times

Beatification of Pauline Marie Jaricot

Sunday 22 May was a day of prayer and celebration for our overseas
mission organisation ‘Missio‘, and indeed the whole Church. One of its
founders, Pauline Marie Jaricot, was beatified in Lyon. It’s a leap forward
on the path to Sainthood that will see Pauline Jaricot declared a ‘Blessed’.
Beatification requires a miracle through the candidate’s intercession to be
recognised by the Church. In Pauline’s case this happened in May 2012.
A three-and-a-half-year-old girl named Mayline, also from Lyon, choked on
food and suffocated. Unable to resuscitate her, doctors explained that she
was brain dead and that she would die in the next few weeks.
Upon hearing the news, pupils and parents of Mayline’s school decided
to ask for Pauline Jaricot’s intercession by praying a novena for Mayline’s
recovery. At the same time, as Mayline lay in a coma, hooked up to a
feeding tube and respiratory machines, her parents began looking for a
child-sized coffin.
Soon afterwards the doctors
were surprised to confirm that
Mayline’s condition had changed.
Remarkably, she was released
from the hospital that December
– fully healed.
Doctors have been unable
to explain the change in her
health. Mayline’s parents are
convinced of the intervention
of Pauline Jaricot. A diocesan
enquiry occurred in 2019, where
a medical board validated the
miracle of healing, and the
theological commission certified
the intervention of Pauline Jaricot
in the full recovery of little Mayline.
Mayline’s miracle has led to
Pauline Jaricot’s Beatification. For
the final step, Canonisation, a
second miracle will need to be
recognised.
Reproduced with permission from the Diocese of Westminster
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A Sponsorship scheme run by the Sons of Divine Providence and
their friends and supporters for poor children in the Third World

£10 per month can CHANGE a child’s life now
Your contribution can buy food, water, clothing,
medicine, education and life skill training
For further information please contact:
Sons of Divine Providence, 13 Lower Teddington Road,
Hampton Wick, Surrey, KT1 4HB
Email: johnperrotta208@gmail.com

“The privilege that we have
to Adore Him every day is
one of his greatest gifts. If
you have a clean heart, you
will be able always to see
that wonderful connection
between the bread of life
and The broken body of
Christ in the poor”

Saint Teresa of Calcutta

Feeding The Younger Ones Three Times
A Week in Our Parish, Kandisi, Kenya

33

The Book of Remembrance
Our Book of Remembrance is dedicated to the Benefactors and Friends of the Sons of Divine Providence.

If you wish your name or that of
any person, living or deceased,
to be inscribed in this Book,
please fill in the form below.
All those inscribed in the book
share in the prayers and Masses
offered daily by the Sons of
Divine Providence. Cheques,
POs should be made payable
to The Sons of Divine Providence.
Name to be inscribed:
Please accept my OFFERING of: £
Name of donor (Mr.Mrs.Miss)
Address:

Mass Offerings
Mass intentions will be celebrated at Hampton Wick. Please
make cheques payable to the Sons of Divine Providence.
Cheque enclosed for: £
Mass to be offered for:

Please tick appropriate box:

RIP

Get Well

Thanksgiving

Birthday

Special Intention

Name:
Address:

Please acknowledge my offering 		
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No acknowledgement required

Please Donate
to our work!
The Sons of Divine Providence

Donation

If you are a basic rate tax payer, please fill in the Gift Aid Declaration form below.
This will enable us to claim back the tax and make your donation go even further
I enclose a donation of:
Name:
Address:

Gift Aid Declaration
For past, present and future donations

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all
qualifying gifts of money made

Today
In the past 4 years
In Future
Please tick all boxes you wish to apply

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and
/ or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that
is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or
Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will
reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other
taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand
the charity will reclaim 28p of tax on every £1 that I gave up to
5 April 2008 and will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give
on or after 6 April 2008.

Donors Details
Title:			

First Name:				

Surname:

Full Address:
Postcode:
Date:				Signature:

Please notify the Sons of Divine Providence if you:
• Want to change this declaration • Change your name or home address • No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/ or capital gains

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to
you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and
Customs to adjust your tax code.

Telephone: 020 8977 5130 Fax: 020 8977 0105
Email: info@orionecare.org www.sonsofdivineprovidence.org
13 Lower Teddington Road, Hampton Wick, Surrey, KT1 4EU
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Love,
The Vocation
of Everyone
Vocation is common to everyone,
the statement to have a vocation is
often unsettling if we feel or think
that we are being called to the
priesthood or consecrated life -

COME AND EXPLORE

www.sonsofdivineprovidence.org
www.donorione.org
For more information:
Phone or write to Fr Stephen Beale
Tel: 00 44 208 977 2986
E-mail: sbeale@orionecare.org

Phone or write to Fr John Perrotta
Tel: 00 44 20 8977 5130
E-mail: johnperrotta208@gmail.com

Tel: 00 44 208 977 5130
E-mail: info@orionecare.org

www.sonsofdivineprovidence.org

Don Orione World updates: 		

www.donorione.org
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