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Lent is a time that reminds us 
of the human journey of fall and redemption. 

 

The "Repent, and believe in the Gospel" is not only at 
the beginning of Christian life but accompanies it 
throughout, endures, is renewed and spreads, 
branching out into all its expressions. 
Every day is a favorable moment of grace because 
every day presses us to give ourselves to Jesus, to 
trust in him, to abide in him, to share his lifestyle, to 
learn true love from him, to follow him in the daily 
fulfillment of the Father's will, the one great law of 
life.  
 Every day, even when it is fraught with difficulties 
and toil, weariness and setbacks, even when we are 
tempted to leave the path of the following of Christ 
and withdraw into ourselves, into our selfishness, 
without realizing our need to open ourselves to the 
love of God in Christ, to live the same logic of justice 
and love.  
Just to remember, we can read in our constitutions, 
article 52: Every Friday we unite ourselves in thought 
and prayer to the passion and death of the Redeemer and 

sanctify the day by abstinence from meat or other chosen 
mortifications. During Lent, particularly on this season, 
we fast and make the Stations of the Cross. In every 
community, during the whole Lenten season, a penance 
is chosen to be carried out altogether. It will help 
to become more patient, prayerful, and faithful. 
The spirit of sacrifice and penance is part of the 
Orionine spirituality, as asceticism and mysticism 
that sanctifies us. But, while many religious 
communities fast on Ash Wednesday and Fridays 
during the Lenten season, so many people —
religious or not— take up these increasingly popular 
disciplines also during the year. It comes to us, as a 
providential realization of this time it has a goal: to 
change course together, to recover ourselves, to 
react to the reality of evil, which always challenges 
us. Lent is to be lived as a time of conversion, as 
a time of renewal for individuals and communities, 
by drawing close to God and by trustfully adhering 
to the Gospel.  
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.  
 The church has asked us to reconsider the heart 
of these disciplines in the Lenten season. Fasting, 
praying, penance must never become superficial. 
Quoting St. John Chrysostom who said: “No act of 
virtue can be great if it is not followed by advantage for 
others. So, no matter how much time you spend fasting, 
praying, or doing penance, no matter how much you 
sleep on a hard floor and eat ashes and sigh continually 
if you do not do good to others, you do nothing great”. 
Once again, the Church reminds us that these 
activities must truly 
enrich others. Lent is 
a good time. So, if we 
are going to fast from 
anything this Lent, 
even more than 
candy, food, or 
alcohol, we fast from 
indifference towards 
others. Indifference 
to our neighbor and 
God also represents a 
real temptation for us 
Christians. 
  

Whenever our 
interior life becomes 
caught up in its 
interests and 
concerns, there is no 
longer room for 
others, no place for 
the poor. God’s voice 
is no longer heard, 
the quiet joy of his 
love is no longer felt, 
and the desire to do 
good fades. We end up being incapable of feeling 
compassion at the outcry of the poor, weeping for 
other people’s pain, and feeling a need to help 
them, as though all this were someone else’s 
responsibility and not our own.  
 

In this way, LENT allows us to look with new 
eyes at our brothers and sisters and their needs.  
  

We are to grow in holiness by prayer, 
reconciliation, and sharing during Lent:  
1. by finding time to be with God every day of Lent, 

speaking to Him in fervent prayer, and listening to 
Him through the meditative reading of the Bible;  

2. by repenting of our sins daily and asking God’s 
forgiveness every night at bedtime;  

3. by being reconciled with God through the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation;  

4. by being reconciled with others, forgiving them the 
hurts they have caused us, and asking their pardon 
for the hurts we have inflicted on them;  

5. by sharing our love with others through selfless and 
humble service, almsgiving, and helping those in 
need; 

6. by living the Gospel or the Good News of God’s 
love, mercy, and forgiveness in our lives, thus 
bearing true Christian witness.  

  

Why... 
 

…because we are dust loved by God. 
We are dust that can become much more if we 
allow ourselves to be shaped by God. A “powerful” 

season can foster 
change and 
conversion in each 
of us. We all need to 
improve, to change 
for the better.  
  

…because we are 
dust loved by God. 
We are dust in the 
universe yet we are 
dust loved by God. 
We are precious 
dust that is destined 
for eternal life. We 
are the dust of the 
earth, upon which 
God has poured out 
his heaven, the dust 
that contains his 
dreams: We are 
God’s hope, his 
treasure, and his 
glory. 
  

…because we are 
called from dust 

to eternal life. 
The ashes as a reminder of the direction of our 
existence: “a passage from dust to life, if we allow 
ourselves to be shaped by the hands of God, we 
become something wondrous. Lent is a time of 
grace during which we can change our lives by 
letting God gaze upon us with love. 
  

Living for God so we can be reconciled to God. 
The ashes on our foreheads should influence the 
thoughts passing through our minds. What am I 
living for?” is the question we should ask 
ourselves. If we live for fleeting, worldly realities, 
then we spend our lives chasing after dust, moving 
backward from life to ashes. But if we live to love 
and make God’s dream a reality, then we allow the 
fire of love to be kindled in our hearts. Only Jesus, 
who knows and loves our heart, can heal it. Lent 
is a time of healing. 
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For the LENTEN COMMUNITY RECOLLECTION DAY, we can meditate this homily of Pope Francis on the Day of 
Consecrated Life, February 2, 2021. 

   
  

  

 Patience  

 is a hallmark  

 of consecrated men. 
 

 
 

 
 
It invites religious in general to be patient and courageous to keep advancing, exploring 

new paths, and responding to the promptings of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Simeon, so Saint Luke tells us, “looked forward to the 
consolation of Israel” (Lk 2:25).  Going up to the 
Temple as Mary and Joseph were bringing Jesus 
there, he took the Messiah into his arms. The one 
who recognized in that Child the light that came to 
shine on the Gentiles was an elderly man who 
had patiently awaited the fulfillment of the Lord’s 
promises.  
 
The patience of Simeon:  
Let us take a closer look at that old man’s patience. 
For his entire life, he had been waiting, exercising 
the patience of the heart. In his prayer, Simeon had 
learned that God does not come in extraordinary 
events, but works amid the apparent monotony of 
our daily life, in the frequently dull rhythm of our 
activities, in the little things that, working with 
tenacity and humility, we achieve in our efforts to do 
his will. By patiently persevering, Simeon did not 
grow weary with time. He was now an old man, yet 
the flame still burned brightly in his heart. In his 
long life, there had surely been times when he had 
been hurt, disappointed, yet he did not lose hope. He 
trusted in the promise and did not let himself be 
consumed by regret for times past or by the sense of 
despondency that can come as we approach the 
twilight of our lives. His hope and expectation found 
expression in the daily patience of a man who, 
despite everything, remained watchful, until at last 

“his eyes saw the salvation” that had been promised 
(cf. Lk 2:30). I ask myself, where did Simeon learn 
such patience? It was the born of prayer and the 
history of his people, which had always seen in the 
Lord “a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love and fidelity” (Ex 34:6). He 
recognized the Father who, even in the face of 
rejection and infidelity, never gives up, but remains 
“patient for many years” (cf. Neh 9:30), constantly 
holding out the possibility of conversion. 

 
The patience of Simeon is thus a mirror of God’s 
patience:  
From prayer and the history of his people, Simeon 
had learned that God is indeed patient. By that 
patience, Saint Paul tells us, he “leads us to repentance” 
(Rom 2:4). I like to think of Romano Guardini, who 
once observed that patience is God’s way of 
responding to our weaknesses and giving us the time 
we need to change. More than anyone else, the 
Messiah, Jesus, whom Simeon held in his arms, 
shows us the patience of God, the merciful Father 
who keeps calling us, even to our final hour. God, 
who does not demand perfection but heartfelt 
enthusiasm, who opens up new possibilities when all 
seems lost, who wants to open a breach in our 
hardened hearts, who let the good seed grow without 
uprooting the weeds.  
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This is the reason for our hope: 
That God never tires of waiting for us. When we 
turn away, he comes looking for us; when we fall, he 
lifts us to our feet; when we return to him after losing 
our way, he waits for us with open arms. His love is 
not weighed in the balance of our human 
calculations, but unstintingly gives us the courage to 
start anew. This teaches us resilience, the courage 
always to start again, each day. Always to start over 
after our falls. God is patient. 
 
Let us look to our patience:  
Let us look to the patience of God and the patience 
of Simeon as we consider our own lives of 
consecration. We can ask ourselves what patience 
really involves. Certainly, it is not simply about 
tolerating difficulties or showing grim 
determination in the face of hardship. Patience is not 
a sign of weakness, but the strength of spirit that 
enables us to “carry the burden”, to endure, to bear the 
weight of personal and community problems, to 
accept others as different from ourselves, to 
persevere in goodness when all seems lost, and to 
keep advancing even when overcome by fatigue and 
listlessness. 
 
Three “settings” in which patience can become 
concrete. 
 

 
 
There was a time when we responded to the Lord’s 
call, and with enthusiasm and generosity offered our 
lives to him. Along the way, together with 
consolations, we have had our share of 
disappointments and frustrations. At times, our hard 
work fails to achieve the desired results, the seeds we 
sow seem not to bear sufficient fruit, the ardor of our 
prayer cools and we are not always immune to 
spiritual aridity. In our lives as consecrated men and 
women, it can happen that hope slowly fades as a 
result of unmet expectations. We have to be patient 
with ourselves and await in hope God’s times and 
places, for he remains ever faithful to his promises. 
This is the foundation stone: he is true to his 
promises. Remembering this can help us retrace our 
steps and revive our dreams, rather than yielding to 
interior sadness and discouragement. Brothers and 

sisters, in us, consecrated men and women; interior 
sadness is a worm, a worm that eats us from within. 
Flee from interior sadness! 
 

 
 
We all know that human relationships are not 
always serene, especially when they involve sharing 
a project of life or apostolic activity. There are times 
when conflicts arise and no immediate solution can 
be expected, nor should hasty judgments be made. 
Time is required to step back, preserve peace, and 
wait for a better time to resolve situations in charity 
and truth. Let us not allow ourselves to be flustered 
by tempests. In the Breviary, there is a fine passage 
on spiritual discernment by Diodochus of Photice. 
He says, “A tranquil sea allows the fisherman to gaze 
right to its depths. No fish can hide there and escape his 
sight. The stormy sea, however, becomes murky when it is 
agitated by the winds”. We will never be able to 
discern well, to see the truth, if our hearts are 
agitated and impatient. Never. Our communities 
need this kind of reciprocal patience: the ability to 
support, that is, to bear on our shoulders, the life of 
one of our brothers or sisters, including his or her 
weaknesses and failings, all of them. Let us keep in 
mind that the Lord does not call us to be soloists – 
we know there are many in the Church – no, we are 
not called to be soloists but to be part of a choir that 
can sometimes miss a note or two, but must always 
try to sing in unison. 
 

 
 
Simeon and Anna cherished the hope proclaimed by 
the prophets, even though it is slow to be fulfilled 
and grows silently amid the infidelities and ruins of 
our world. They did not complain about how wrong 
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things are but patiently looked for the light shining 
in the darkness of history. To look for the light 
shining in the darkness of history, to look for the 
light shining in the darkness of our communities.  
 
We too need that kind of patience, so as not to fall 
into “the trap of complaining”. Some people are 
“masters of complaining, doctors of complaining, they are 
very good at complaining!” No, complaining imprisons 
us: “the world no longer listens to us” – how often do we 
hear that - or “we have no more vocations, so we have to 
close the house”, or “these are not easy times” – “ah, don’t 
tell me!” Therefore, the duet of complaints begins. It 
can happen that even as God patiently tills the soil 
of history and our hearts, we show ourselves 
impatient and want to judge everything 
immediately: now or never, now. In this way, we lose 
that “small” but most beautiful of virtues: “hope”. I 
have seen many consecrated men and women who 
lose hope, simply through impatience. 

 
“Patience helps us to be merciful in the way we view our 
communities, our world, and ourselves”. In our own 
lives, do we welcome the patience of the Holy Spirit? 
In our communities, do we bear with one another 
and radiate the joy of fraternal life? In the world, do 
we patiently offer our service, or issue harsh 
judgments? “These are challenges for our consecrated 
life: we cannot remain stuck in nostalgia or simply keep 
repeating the same old things or every day complaints”. 
We need patience and courage to keep advancing, 
exploring new paths, and responding to the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit. And to do so with 
humility and simplicity, without great propaganda 
or publicity. Let us contemplate God’s patience and 
implore the trusting patience of Simeon and Anna. 
In this way, may our eyes, too, see the light of 
salvation and bring that light to the whole world, 
just as these two elderly individuals did in their 
words of praise

 
You can also add to this day of recollection and prayer, the annual message of Pope Francis for Lent 2021, 

entitled: “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem “ (Mt 20: 18). Lent: a Time for Renewing Faith, Hope, 

and Love 

About the consultation in the Delegation to help the 
Superior General in the election of the brothers. 
Very soon, the religious with perpetual vows will be receiving the 

letters to proceed to the consultation, and participate with brotherly 

attitude doing this gesture that although it seems human on the 

other hand there is much of transcendent if we do it with faith. 

 

Through this, the Divine Providence asks us, as her children, to 

help the General Superior to constitute the new team of the Council 

of the Delegation and Regional Superiors. Here the “fraternal, 

responsible, spiritual and charismatic" dimensions should 

highlight this consultation. I want to reinforce the ideas I wrote in 

my letter to the brothers; “… it is our small collaboration for those 

confreres who will help us to better live our consecration; but this 

requires from each one of us prayer, reflection, and 

responsibility.” 

 

Prayer because is an important moment of community 

discernment that cannot be done without the light of God and his Holy Spirit in faith in Jesus Christ.  

 

Reflection so that each one of us, humanly speaking, may give the best opportunities to the Delegation so that 

it may be built as a single body, harmoniously united, solid, and compact for a fruitful future.  

 

Finally, the responsibility, because before God and our conscience each one will have to make his decision as 

a personal contribution to the good of the Delegation. Beyond appointing people to be "in charge" there is the 

communion and the commitment from all of us to leave to the younger ones, greater fidelity to the charism 

received from our fathers in the faith and the Congregation. 
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Welcome to Father Paulo José Damín, fdp 
 

 
 
Father Paulo José Damín was born in 
Siderópolis, State of Santa Catarina in Brazil. 
Born on February 2, 1955, 44 years of religious 
life and 36 years of priesthood.  
 

In the Congregation, he has worked in the Cape 
Verde Islands, Kenya, and Mozambique. After 
some time in his country, in which he dedicated 
himself to assist and care for his mother until her 
death, he wrote to the General Superior giving 
his availability to return to the Delegation.  
 
Father Tarcisio, having accepted his request, has 
assigned him temporarily in Palermo, Sicily, until 
the health emergency restrictions allow him to 
travel to the Philippines. For a while, he will be 
helping in Montalban together with Father 
Justin in the philosophical formation and 
accompanying the young religious.  
  

We wish Father Paulo a good time of apostolate, 
serving the people of God. Also, we thank the 
Superiors for their openness and for approving 
his request to help us in the Delegation. 

 
 

10th Anniversary of the Feeding 

and social programs in Lucena. 
On February 8, we 
celebrated 10 years since 

the blessing of the first 
dining room and the 

beginning of the social 
programs here in Lucena. 
Because of the restrictions, 

we celebrated very simply 
with the mass in which the 

small group of volunteers, 
staff, College scholars, 
brothers... were present 

and we prayed the mass 
applying the intention for 
the benefactors 

 
These are the highlights of Lucena’s community, wrote it in the community journal: 
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May 7, 2009, Fr. Tarcisio, as General Councilor, visited Lucena for the first time with 
some of our confreres and meets with Bishop Marquez. 
February 8, 2010, Bishop Marquez offers the Dalahican chapel to Fr. Peloso, Superior 
General. 
June 6, 2010, formal start of the mission in Lucena. 
February 8, 2011 Blessing of the social programs, beginning of the feeding program 
blessed by Bishop Márquez. 
September 1, 2011 start of the community of Alupaye. 
November 15, 2017, The General Superior fr Tarcísio Vieira and the Vicar General Fr. 
Oreste Ferrari also arrived from Rome on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the 
Orionine presence in the Philippines. 
June 2019: start of the community of aspirants.  

 
 

 

UPDATE FROM THE REGIONS: 

As of February 16, 2021 
 

 
The United 

States.  

 Our brothers are doing well, despite the consequences of the pandemic. All the religious 
have received their doses of Covid-19 vaccines. The weather and snowstorms were not 
lacking this winter. 

 As an initiative of the region, the house that for years was used by the religious 
community has been rented for an entity that works with people in addiction 
rehabilitation. Since January 1, 20 young women recovering from this scourge have been 
living in dignity and being accompanied so that they can soon be reintegrated into the 
community to live a full and healthy life. 
 

 
United 

Kingdom 
 
 
 

 
Ireland. 

 

 The Brothers are doing well, despite the consequences of the pandemic. The religious 
have received their doses of Covid-19 vaccines.  

 The construction work is continuing in Hampton Wick, despite the restrictions due to the 
pandemic. The skies remain closed so they are isolated from the rest of the world. Those 
who would like to travel to the UK must spend 10 days quarantining in a government-
sanctioned hotel at a cost of nearly U$S 2,500. We hope these regulations are not copied 
at all in the rest of the Countries where we are. In Ireland, too, the pandemic continues 
to hit the country with the virus. The cold and the snow have been present. The people 
who animate the center are doing well. They are steadily continuing the development 
project on the site near the house, a joint project between the SDP and the Dublin City 
Council. 
 

 
Jordan. 

 

 Finally, after almost 6 months in Italy, Father Han is about to return to Jordan. The 
reason for his stay in Italy was due to the renewal of his documents and the delay in 
their processing by the Italian State Police because of the pandemic. 

 Brother Feras is still in Jordan, accompanying Father Antonio Ursillo, he is very happy to 
be in his motherland since last October. 
 

 
The 

Philippines. 

 

 Our brothers are doing well. Father Stan is visiting his family in his home country until 
mid-March. The parish is active and making renovations that will allow them to welcome 
the parishioners. Montalban, well with the joy of the opening of the Cottolengo house 
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that will welcome the sisters' community as part of the collaboration project between 
the two congregations.  

 As soon as the health emergency allows, Father Paulo José Damín will come to the place 
to be part of the community of Montalban helping in the formation house. Father Ramon 
will take some time for health and spiritual recovery. Lucena, active and alive, making 
Don Orione present in his projects and insertion of the charism among the poor. 
 

 
Kenya. 

 

 The confreres are doing well. Fr. Fausto adapted and happy with the experience in the 
Novitiate with his three novices, he got the 3 years' permission to stay in the Country. 
The community of Gaitu is preparing to start the construction of the community house.  

 The brothers who suffered the accident while driving the motorcycle are well, 
reintegrated into the community, and progressing in their health. Thanks to God, they 
are very grateful to all for our prayers and concerns.  

 The region is exploring the possible opening of the fifth community as occasion of the 
25th anniversary of the presence in Kenya. They are also preparing themselves with this 
new opening to grow in fidelity to the charism and the Congregation.  

 Fr. Paul Mboche is preparing the necessary documents for his transferring to Ivory Coast.  

 Soon they will receive the visit of Father Oreste and Father Fernando to accompany the 
region mainly in the formation houses, encouraging and supporting the vocational 
journey of so many young religious. 
 

 
India. 

 

 Since last November, Father Mariano has had to travel to Argentina, due to the 
immigration situation in the Country. Now he is in his native province, accompanying his 
mother, and he will be in the community of the Cottolengo in Claypole in Argentina while 
he is waiting for his return.  

 After months of closure in India due to Covid-19, the charitable activities that are so 
important in the life of the Region are slowly being resumed. Even so, the limitations of 
being able to visit them still exist; we hope that Providence will allow us to reach them.  

 Father Sidon is still in India, waiting for his visa to allow him to return to his community 
in the UK. Father Sidon is now going through a period of recovery from a foot operation 
he had to undergo. 
 

 
Italy 

 

 All the religious brothers of the Delegation in Italy are well. Lately, we have had the 
opportunity to see and meet some of them after the seasonal lockdowns due to the 
pandemic have changed.  

 Brother Nestor has received the ministries Lectorate conferred by Father Oreste and 
Brother Dandy has received the Lectorate by the hand of Father Aurelio. These 
celebrations were held at Theologicum chapel in Rome. 

 The regents in Italy are good. Brother Angelo in Selargius, Brother Vic in Bologna doing 
the second year of regency, and lately after 3 months of studying Italian, brother 
Simeone Kibet was transferred to Ercolano, Naples, brother Jackson Oros to Mestre, 
Venice and Brother Evans Nyabuto, remains in the curia helping in the archives, all three 
have begun their biennium of regency.  

 Father Sunil, very well and happy, studying hard. 
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Brothers keeping in mind the principle that the vocational journey is and must be 
personalized, taking into account the needs and the moment of each religious brothers or 
deacons. I am letting you know in this updated chart of some dates on which the applications 
letters for the ministries and renewal of vows together with their respective reports should 
be submitted to my office. 

 

 Ministries and Renewal of vows: March 20. 

 Priestly Ordinations: May 20. 

 Perpetual Vows: June 15. 

 Diaconate Ordinations: October 15. 

 First – Profession: To be confirmed.  

 Novitiate: To be confirmed.  

 Postulancy: To be confirmed. 
 

Please keep in mind the deadline to send applications and reports to my office. 
 

The conferral of the ministry of 

Lector and Acolyte in Rome.  
 
 

Blessed Pope Paul VI, in his motu proprio 
Ministeria Quedam, established 
that "candidates for diaconal and priestly 

ordination should receive the ministries of 
lector and acolyte and exercise them for a 

suitable time, to be better prepared of for 
the future service of the word and the 
altar". 

 
 The obligations entrusted to the Acolyte 
and Lector are also very clear. The 

conferral of these ministries held at the 
Theologicum was an enriching experience 

that strengthens the vocational journey of 
all the students in perspective on their 
journey towards priesthood and holiness.  

 
Among the candidates to receive these 

ministries were our young religious 
Brother Nestor Taroy, who received the 
acolyte on the 12th January, and Brother 

Dandy de la Cruz, who received the 
Lectorate, on the 24th of January 2021. 
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DAYA NIKETAN GAURIBIDANUR - INDIA 

REOPENED 
 

After 10 months, the center 
Daya Niketan, which means 
Mercy’s House, reopened its 

doors on February 8. The 
Center also offers basic medical 
care to the people of the 

neighboring villages. From the 
beginning, we provided social 

education to the children of the 
various local schools by 
inviting them to our Center for 

weekend meetings with social 
workers and nurses, and then 

we proceeded to gather women 
for social education programs 
similar to their rights. 

 
 The health crisis of 2020 
caused the closure of all 

activities and there was a 
strong fear of losing contact 

with "our" children. However, 
the blessed Providence allowed 
all activities to resume.  

 
After 10 months, the center 
reopened its doors on February 

8. Now, respecting all the 
protocols indicated by the 

Government, the 21 children 
have been able to return and 
every day, accompanied by 

professional instructors, they 
dedicate themselves to those 

psychomotor, intellectual, and 
professional activities that will 
allow them to earn some money 

with the production of 
vegetables and flowers to sell. 
The children arrive every day 

from 10 am and stay until 4 
pm. Since last September, the 

congregation's novitiate has 
been open on the same 
premises. The novices, together with their formators, are involved in assisting these 

children. 
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The Cottolengo Filipino built its "Cottolengo's 

House”, as part of the process of collaboration 

between the FDP and LMSC.   

 
 
As an initiative promoted and proposed 
by the General Council at the end of 
2019, the confreres of the Philippine 
Region undertook the construction of the 
“Cottolengo’s House” in response to the 
collaboration between the Sons of Divine 
Providence and the Little Missionary 
Sisters of Charity in Montalban, 
Philippines.  
 
This creation of the "Cottolengo’s 
house" will serve as a new structure 
destined to welcome the nuns of Don 
Orione to contribute to the spiritual-
religious - welfare animation in the spirit of 
their Constitutions. The “Cottolengo’s 
house” was built despite the difficulties 
caused by the pandemic and was completed 
a few weeks ago when it received all the 
necessary permits to be occupied.  
 
This house will welcome also the young 
women in formation, who will be present at 
different times of the year for their 
apostolic experience and deepening of the 
Orionine spirit of Charity. 
 

 

 


