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Arise, shine,
for your light is coming
and the glory of the Lord
is shining upon you!

W

e have begun another liturgical year
by invoking the Lord, our God,
praying that he will prepare us to
welcome Jesus Christ when he returns, well
predisposed to receive from his hand the
salvation that is the reward of his glory. We
look, therefore, to Jesus who is to come. This
is the desire of the Christian community, the
Church, his Bride who cries out, Come, Lord!
A cry that rises to God throughout the year in
the celebration of the Mystery. A life that is
lived in joyful expectation of this return. Isaiah
encourages us to that day of arrival. A unique
day that realizes and manifests what God had
projected from eternity in favor of the whole
human race.
Rise up in splendor! Your light has
come, the glory of the Lord shines upon
you. See, darkness covers the earth, and
thick clouds cover the peoples; But upon
you, the LORD shines, and over you
appears his glory. Nations shall walk by
your light, and kings by your shining radiance. Raise
January 2021
your eyes and look about; they all gather and come to
you: Your sons come from afar, and your daughters in
the arms of their nurses. Then you shall be radiant at
what you see, your heart shall throb and overflow, for the riches of the sea shall be emptied out
before you, the wealth of nations shall be brought to you. Caravans of camels shall fill you,
dromedaries from Midian and Ephah; all from Sheba shall come bearing gold and frankincense,
and proclaiming the praises of the LORD. All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered for you, the
rams of Nebaioth shall be your sacrifices; they will be acceptable offerings on my altar, and I will
enhance the splendor of my house
Isaiah 60.1-7
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Hope discovers the possible,
instead of complaining about the impossible.
Hope is nourished by a deep faith in God
and the basic goodness of human nature.
Hope "lights a candle"
instead of "cursing the darkness.
Hope sees problems, small or large, as opportunities.
Hope does not harbor illusions,
nor does it surrender to cynicism.
Hope sets goals and does not get frustrated
by difficulties or setbacks.
Hope moves on when it would be easier to give up.
Hope is satisfied with modest achievements,
knowing that "the longest road begins with a step.
Hope is a good loser because it has
the divine assurance of final victory.

Isaiah announces what he supposes and is the
intention of God, who, loving the world so much,
seeks through his Son, with a universal character
(for all peoples), a definitive experience of love that
leads to the full realization of each person in
fraternal communion. If it is lacking in the life of
each person and of each community, everything is
empty and lost.
The book of the prophet Isaiah is my favorite during
the time of Advent. I love to read and re-read it. I
see how the vision and announcement become so
perceptible and deeply, animating my life. At the
end of these verses, my first reaction was: What a
contrast with our reality! This paragraph is full of
positive elements that give a sort of hope: radiance,
light, return home of the sons and daughters, dawn's
glow, among others. What a contrast of this
language with today's world, particularly for this
year 2020, for the pandemic that capriciously is still
among us, how many lives it took; the latest natural
disasters in different parts of the world. My thoughts
quickly went to the Philippines. A few weeks ago, I
was told about the situation due to Typhoon Goni,
which impacted near Lucena, and a few days later
due to Typhoon Vamco, known in the Philippines
as Typhoon Ulysses, affected Montalban and which
was powerful and deadly. I went to re-read the
Whatsapp’s messages where they described to me
with fear and uncertainty what was happening at
that moment and the day after the consequences...
the winds swallowed up and then threw up the
remains of the houses; they crushed trees, poles, and
electric towers. Their rains turned into avalanches
of water and mud that washed away roads and
buried "loved ones". Poverty, once again, was
exposed. I read again the text of Isaiah... it
encourages us because in this exhortation "Arise"
sounds profound, and it makes sense when you are
on the ground; he announced that "your light has
come" has meaning when you live in darkness and
dead. Rise up in splendor! Your light has come, this
is a call not to lose hope and this is where I see and
understand better the reason of our lives for being
religious. We are “hope” for so many people. I
remember having read some time ago, these words
I transcribe below, I do not know its author, but it
helps us to understand better our mission as
consecrated, because we are prophets of hope.

The reasons for hope, the signs of life, are already
present in our lives as consecrated, but it is not
always easy to discover them. They can only be
identified when it wroks hard. There are many
consecrated persons who are prophets of hopes,
because they "…are there, at work, in a certain
periphery, even if it is in the middle of the city".
There are many "those consecrated people who
have no pretensions, who don't make noise but work
without giving themselves importance. Those who
make the theology of consecrated life by living it, by
praying it. They are those people who have as an
essential humility: they are workers and take
seriously their life of consecration, whether in
teaching, in parishes, in hospitals, in missions, or
wherever they are working in the service of others.
They are real people who skin themselves without
looking at themselves. They give everything to the
people. Yes, in consecrated life today, as in the past,
there is much fidelity and much holiness. The
holiness that is often heroic, like that of the martyrs
who, through their martyrdom, bear witness to a
boundless love for Jesus and for their brothers and
sisters, including those who kill them through
forgiveness. I am personally convinced that as long
as there are martyrs in consecrated life, there is a
significant present and a hopeful future. Holiness
often silent and quiet, the "next door", in the words
of Pope Francis.
In this context, reading Isaiah, we feel encouraged
to always trust Jesus, the Lord, his great promise,
which encompasses all the others, is to offer us his
continuous presence and to settle even, if we let
him, inside our hearts. His being always with us
does not solve the economic issues, pastoral
difficulties, community problems ... that we may

Hope looks for the good in people,
it does not insist on the bad.
Hope opens doors when despair closes them.
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have. But from his friendship, his consolation, the
light he gives us, his life example, his instructions
... we will live more adequately all the problems and
situations that come our way in life. He will never
leave us alone, neither in good times nor in difficult
times. "Always trust in the Lord". But this trust must
be passed from words to deeds. To trust Jesus is to
be sure that the path that he indicates leads us to joy,
to hope, to the happiness that he promises us… and
to walk along with it. To trust in the Lord is to be
sure that the path of love, forgiveness, cleanliness of
heart, poverty of spirit, justice… leads us and makes
us experience that life and life in abundance that it

promises us. Our hope: in difficult times, it is surely
a consecrated life more rooted in the essentials:
faith, the Gospel, Jesus Christ being more trusting
to his presence among us, “hopeful” and being
“hope” for many people.. Like Isaiah, exhorting
people to “rise up because the light and glory of the
Lord shine upon us”. I take this opportunity with
words of hope, to wish you a Merry Christmas and
a blessed New Year 2021.
Blessings,
Marcelo

Some news from some Regions of
the Delegation
“I gave my word (…) to open a mission in the Philippines”
By Fr. John Castillo
Luigi Orione was a missionary, while still a
seminarian and as a priest, preached and
organized popular missions in different places
of Italy. His missionary heart also pushed him
to go abroad, to other lands as we see he did
even in person. The Philippines was one of
those countries where St. Luigi Orione wanted
to open a mission, but he could not do it while
he was alive. However, He was familiar and
dreamed about “the Pearl of the East”.
But this heritage of apostolic zeal that we, the
sons of Don Orione, have received makes our
Founder even more alive now. His children
fulfilled his dream in 1991, when the first
Sons of Divine Providence arrived at the
Philippines, starting a new chapter of the story
of the Congregation in that part of the Asian
world.
The first community was opened at Payatas
and the last November 20, which is the day of
Mary, Mother of Divine Providence, the
Bishop of Novaliches visited this community
and presided over the celebration of the Holy
Mass. And with this celebration, the Region
has opened the celebration of the 30 years
of the presence of Don Orione in Payatas
and the Philippines.
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The Bishop, taking the biblical
image of the Wedding at Cana, said
"... The Church sees the wedding
feast at Cana as the third part of the
Epiphany, that is, the manifestation
of the divinity of Christ. The first
part was the appearance of the magi
at Christ’s birth. The second was the
revelation of Trinitarian love at
Christ’s baptism at the Jordan. This
feast is celebrated every year but
this year there is no wine. There is
no joy. However, Mary told the
servants to follow what Jesus would
say. In this time of typhoons,
earthquakes, and pandemic ... let us
go to Jesus. There will be more
typhoons and pandemics, but Jesus
has mercy and can transform
everything if we listen and obey
him.
This Parish is under the care of
Mary, Mother of Divine Providence.
She is not only a mother but She is
the Mother, the Mother of God, the
mother of Jesus. Mary is teaching to
go to Jesus, to participate in His
glory. This glory is a gift God wants
to share with us! This sign of
Christ’s glory was motivated by our
Mother's charity: her with-it-ness
that there were a problem and her
turning to Christ who could solve
it."
Symbolically, this following to
Christ is having our eyes wide open
to see others’ needs, as Mary saw
the problem at the wedding feast of
Cana. Each of us can also go to
Mary for solutions to intractable
problems, as she solved the problem
she observed at Cana. So with the
presence of the Bishop, a charitable
gesture was made in which 30
schoolchildren received 5 kilos of
rice, 30 jeepney drivers received
shoes and clothes, 30 tricycle
drivers received shoes and shirts,
and 30 owners associations received
rice and clothing. This should be a
gesture that Mary would have asked
of Jesus, to transform pain and
despair into peace and dignity.
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I write to you, I feel the winds outside, so strong
that they scare you
By our confreres in the Philippines.
The Philippines, in the last period, has been devastated by the passage of three typhoons that caused serious
damages and victims. The last of the three typhoons, which occurred just over two weeks ago, unleashed their
strength wherever the Orionini are present.
This is how Father Martín wrote to me:
"... as I write to you, I feel the winds outside,
so strong that they scare you and make you
think with a little fear how it will be tonight.
Since the afternoon that the people here in
Lucena have begun to prepare: roping
corrugated iron roofing sheets, seeking
shelter in schools, medical centers, and
churches, charging their phones and praying,
praying hard.” This is the fourth typhoon in
recent weeks. I think it is a bit of the effect of
climate change, more typhoons. In more than
twenty years I have never experienced so
much water in the Philippines, so many
typhoons one after another. The last typhoon,
which was the strongest was in 2013, Typhoon
Haiyan when more than 6,300 people died.
Last week 25 people died and a thousand
homes, especially in the Bicol region, were
destroyed or seriously damaged. Among
these families who have lost their homes are
the families of some of our religious and
seminarians. When the Philippine economy
began to reactivate after a strong lockdown
due to the pandemic, these typhoons arrive”.
Days later from Montalban they wrote to me,
"... throughout the night strong winds and
torrential rains were unleashed. We
understood that the situation was very serious
but we could not do anything else but wait, for
tomorrow to arrive ... the first light of the day
to see what the situation was outside and
check the damage. Here in our house the only
thing damaged is the garden where 8 large
trees were uprooted from below the ground;
the buildings held up well and, being in the
area highest in Montalbán, the water did not accumulate and came out without problems ... "they continue to
describe ..." In fact, in these cases, apart from the wind, the greatest damage is usually produced by the water
itself, due to the overflowing of rivers and canals, and this was also the case in Montalbán. Several places of
the area have been invaded or submerged by water. Many people have lost their homes and they have been
washed away, there have also been several deaths. After the scare and after verify the damage caused by the
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typhoon we have to go out to see the many families who have lost everything, so we all organize to give a hand
to these poor people (food, clothing, reconstructions or repairs of the houses) what we can do we will do ...
We must do something to help these people, we cannot sit still, they have lost everything in one night, but there
is always tomorrow. We can see many photos, but the fear, pain, and despair of many families do not appear
in the photos ... but they are there and will hardly disappear ».

A missionary from Burgos rescues children with
disabilities near the great garbage dump in Manila
published by Servimedia Mission Sunday from Spain.

Father Julio Cuesta is a missionary who has been in the Philippines for 16 years. He has spent “half of the
time” helping people who live poorly in the great garbage dump of Manila (Payatas) and 10 kilometers away,
“the other half in the Cottolengo Filipino” in Montalban (Rodríguez), where he defends the dignity of
abandoned children with disabilities among tens of thousands of displaced people from the capital. Father
Julio explains to Servimedia from somewhere with little coverage of 'Greater Manila' that this city includes
seven cities that number more than 16 million people, many of which take four hours a day to get to work and
among which there is a lot of poverty and need and malnourished children. The missionary says that he is
"only 75 years old" and presumes that he is from Burgos from the Villadiego judicial district. He is one of the
11,000 Spanish missionaries scattered in dozens of mission territories around the world.The Covid-19 has also
been felt in the Cottolengo where this missionary, from the Little Work of Divine Providence founded by
Saint Louis Orione, works seven days a week. There, he cares for minors abandoned by their families and
who have different physical and mental disabilities. “All of them have severe intellectual disabilities and
almost half of them have cerebral palsy. We have these cases of disability: Down syndrome, autism,
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hyperactivity (some of them very difficult to care for), blindness
(five children), hydrocephalus, microcephaly, epilepsy… The
vast majority cannot speak. All have been abandoned by their
families (on the street, in hospitals, at the door of the
‘Cottolengo’). Because they do not speak, so, we do not know
their name or age of some of them”, the religious emphasizes.
“The Philippine government does not help families with disabled
children at all. Besides, the children of the ‘Cottolengo’ need
medicines that are more expensive here than in Spain, visits to
specialists and hospitals, and continuous care, which is
impossible for many families to bear. They have no choice but to
abandon them”, he laments.
ABANDONED
“Most of the ones we have were abandoned when they were very
young. They arrived at the 'Cottolengo' with only months or very
few years. They are now in their 20s (it opened two decades ago)
and the center is their only family. We will take care of them with
love and quality until the end….” he promises while showing his
importance for not being able to respond to all the requests that
come to them. For this reason, the Congregation tries to build a
pavilion for 20 girls: “The coronavirus has forced us to postpone
this dream. We only had time to put up the sign ‘The Cottolengo
women's pavilion will emerge here’ and we were about to start
looking for the necessary help for the construction when the
pandemic broke out. God will say how this dream will be.” After
a long day of work, the father Julio says to Servimedia why he
fights for the dignity of people with disabilities: “I am a member
of a congregation dedicated to serving the poorest and many of
our centers serve people with disabilities” Such as the one in
Pozuelo and the Don Orione Center in Posada de Llanes). The
religious, who has worked "for several years" assures that, in his
life, "serving the poor has always been an honor, a privilege", to
which adds "a source of deep joy."
DIGNITY
“All this is very logical, it could not be otherwise, when you know
and believe in the fundamental dignity of every person,
regardless of their physical health, their economic power, and so
on. And, what's more, when you are convinced of the special love
from God towards these people…” he adds. "I always see these
'Cottolengo' children, for whom I live, as people that God has
sent us to take care of in his name and I strive to do it in the best
possible way, without saving time or energy," he explains. The Fr
Julio says that, although they have not had any positive case for
Covid-19, the pandemic has affected them indirectly. “We have
not accepted visits to the center for several months now and the
visits are important to us: Because by not receiving any kind of
help from the Government, we depend to a great extent on the aid
that comes to us during these visits. Even our workers 25 with
their corresponding salary and eight volunteers, including
Father Julio himself, have had to remain isolated for more than
two months to avoid contagion”, he always concludes,
transmitting joy and great commitment for his work from the
Great Manila.
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The feat of Mother of Divine Providence
By Anthony Cruz Jesudass
One of the dearest persons of our founder St.
Luigi Orione whom he kept always at his heart is
Our Blessed Mother Mary. There had been no
days in his life that he might have missed to visit
the holy image of our blessed mother. All
through his life, he had a special love for mother
Mary. His love for her was so true that he even
passed on this love to every follower after him in
his footstep. This is how we the Sons of St. Luigi
Orione inherit the special love for Blessed Virgin
Mary.
Our Congregation celebrates the feast of
Mother of Divine Providence every year on the
20th of November. This feast brings a lot of joy
to every member of this congregation. Though
the Covid-19 Pandemic has thrown a lot of
challenges in the smooth running of our
everyday activities; the hand of Mother Mary has
not left us alone. On this special day of 20th
November 2020, the Indian communities of our
Mother of the Church delegation have indeed
been bestowed with some great blessings.
To begin with, the events that had unfolded on
this special day; The most awaited ceremony of
the blessing of the house in Gauribidanur was
done in a very simple way but with a lot of joy
and God’s blessing and with maternal
intercessory care of our Blessed Mother. The
house is named under the pattern of St Joseph
(St. Joseph’s Nivas). As our founder always did
of surrendering the key of the house in the
protection of Mother Mary; even this house key
was placed in the protective care of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. The house was to be blessed in the
presence of our General Superior but the
pandemic had thrown a great challenge in doing
so, but our mother had not left us abandoned.
At the end of the Eucharistic celebration there
was a symbolic surrender of the novice master,
vice novice master and by the novices in the care
of Blessed Virgin Mary and her protection.
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Entrance to the Postulancy,
batches from India and Kenya
By Fr. Anthony Cruz Jesudass.

Postulancy is a kind of apprenticeship: a
postulant studies and learns about many
things, Initiation, fostering the spiritual life,
and prayer; discernment of one’s call and
personal growth as well having an intense
experience of community life. These are all
tools to help him “dig into” his discernment.
In addition, the formative community focus
during the Postulancy time to help the
Postulant in his transition by offering
introductory topics related to self,
relationships with others and God, and the
Consecrated Life as an Orionine in the
Church.

Kenya

India

The evening of November 20, in Devarathayi
house at Bangalore and in the Chapel of the
SDP in Karen, followed by the Eucharistic
celebration we had the entrance to the
postulancy of 17 young men who are studying
the third-year philosophy, they are 11 from
India and 6 from Kenya. The postulants were
given at the end of the ceremony across that
which symbolizes the call of Jesus Christ “to
take up the Cross and to follow Him” and the
assurance of Christ as the Good Shepherd and
formator.
Then the Don Orione prayer book was given
to them to understand the importance of
prayer that would be their companion
throughout their journey in this particular
stage. As true Sons of Divine Providence,
everyone in the Delegation praised God to
bless and guide these fellows to deepen their
love of God, to the Congregation and the
Church.
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You could be creative because at this time
the Holy Spirit has not stopped forming you.
By Cardinal Luis Tagle, Propanga Fides.
I share in this vocational space a message that Father
Praveen passed to me on video, and as he says this is
"very enlightening". The message is framed within the
Philippine reality, in which the seminarians have to
stay in their homes “without forgetting that they are
seminarians”. I thank bro. Antero, bro. Jackson and
bro. Simeon for listening and transcribe it.

W

e always say seminary formation but not everyone
who stays in the seminary really gets formed. Admit it
to ourselves.
Being in the seminary does not guarantee that you will
be formed, or that you will embrace formation. The
seminary could just be a residence for some; the
seminary could just be a place of studies and games,
and food. But not really formation. Now, that the
seminary cannot function as usual and as I said this is
sad and we hope it would end soon this abnormal
situation. Still we are being asked to go to the heart
of formation.

Let me highlight a few things,
First, it is the Holy Spirit that forms us. It is the Holy Spirit that wants to form
Jesus in us. And the Holy Spirit will work in you wherever you are, if you take
formation more seriously. Be open to the Holy Spirit, be opened to the word of
God, to the Gospel, and get to know Jesus.
Pray hard, prayer not just begging for things. But, prayer as a deepening of our
relationship with Jesus. Outside of the
seminary structure, you can do that; you can
do that because the Holy Spirit will teach us
how to pray according to Saint Paul. So, this time even
without rules; when you will pray the morning prayer,
when you will pray the evening prayer, and when you will
be going for Holy Mass, I will see if you are going to obey
the Holy Spirit, who will invite you to pray and to
meditate on the word of God and were possible to
attend the Eucharist. that is the first.

10

The second is, the Holy Spirit is the formator, but we must respond. So,
here, we are reminded, that while the priests, the formators, the
professors, the spiritual directors play a major role in our formation, as
seminarians, we the seminarians we can resist all the processes that they
offered to us. I remembered my former formator, he said, “you may be
given the best Rector and still end up being the worst seminarian” why?
Because it is depends on you, whether you will give yourself to the Holy
Spirit action in forming who you are. That means honesty to self, get to
know yourself, celebrate your gifts, but be honest also with your
limitations, weaknesses, shadows, the areas of our lives and persons that needs to be touched by
the word of God to be evangelized. That is
our contributions to formation. Not just, I
want to become a priest but I want to be
formed and also to be discerning, maybe I
am not called to priesthood, maybe I am
called to another state of life. That is part of
being formed to discover God’s action and
leading to me, for me. So, your
responsibility.
The third, I am inviting
you to continue the
different aspects of
seminary
formation
outside the seminary
structure.
Human
formation,
learned
how to be responsible,
as I said self-knowledge, and then allowing
yourself to be formed. Intellectual formation, you can read, not just watch Telenovela and then
Netflix you are always watching, study and exercise your thinking, of course, Spiritual formation as
I said, discernment to the Holy Spirit. Pastoral formation, get involved in your home parish, or even
in your family, you can start some sort of pastoral involvement because you know, sometimes the
most challenging pastoral works is towards your family members. Other people, when they see
you that you are seminarian they immediately believe in you but your own family and relatives
sometimes they will not listen in you. So, you can do your pastoral ministry, your expansion of
pastoral creativity right there. And then community in the seminary, you have the seminary
community, but now you live in community, your family, your neighborhood, your parish. So, this
different aspect of formation can continue, of course in a different way, different style, but you
could be creative because at this time the Holy Spirit has not stopped forming you, forming us.

11

Kenya:

One-week
annual retreat

for Perpetualy Professed.
By Anthony Njenga Mburu
On Sunday evening, 22 November 2020 in Kenya kicked off
the annual retreat, for priests, deacon, and religious brother,
for one week and ended on Saturday 28 November 2020. The
preacher of the Spiritual exercises was Fr. Edward, a Ugandan
Benedictine Monk working in Kenya.
The theme of the retreat was «Put out to the deep». Explaining
the reason behind the choice of the theme, the preacher said
that, it is a call for all the Sons of Divine Providence in Kenya
to avoid being shallow in life but to launch to the deep in their
different undertakings in the expression of their charism, as
the Don Orione mission prepares to celebrate the Silver
Jubilee of its foundation in Kenya next year 2021. The first
Orionine missionary was the Late Fr. Joseph Vallauri who
founded the mission in Kenya in 1996.
Fr. Edward, during his different inputs, in the one week retreat,
touched on various issues that can make a religious not to put
out to the deep and remain shallow thus affecting the
effectiveness of his vocation, ministry, and apostolate. He
affirmed that, if we want to succeed, we cannot afford to
remain shallow but we need to launch to the deep. He
emphasized the need for true Communion in religious life
saying that “we were created for communion so we are meant
to be together, one for the other. We need to learn to live with
and for one another as well as bearing burdens for each other
so that we can reach God together.” In all these, Christ should
be always at the center. He called for active participation for
each brother to build stronger communities. The love for the
Congregation and our zeal to live the founder’s Charism
should make our sense of belonging congregation always
stronger. Concluding the spiritual exercises, he invited the
Priests, deacon, and Brothers present, to have an action plan
that should help to implement different practical resolutions,
after taking into consideration the strengths and the weakness
of the mission in Kenya for the last 25 years.
On Friday 27th afternoon, the confreres held a regional
meeting where different confreres, working in different
communities in the Kenyan regions, updated each other about
their various activities and apostolates. They also started to
plan on the opening ceremony of Silver Jubilee celebrations
on 12 December 2020 when all the confreres in Kenya, from
different communities, will be gathered in Karen Formation
House for the Diaconate ordination of seven brothers who are
finalizing their theological studies.
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Diaconate
Ordination

“T

his is at the very heart of the diaconate to which you have been called: to be a servant of the
mysteries of Christ and, at one and the same time, to be a servant of your brothers and sisters. That
these two dimensions are inseparably joined together in one reality shows the important nature of
the ministry which is yours by ordination.”
Saint John Paul II

The diaconate is the first of three ranks in ordained ministry (deacon, priest, and bishop). Men who are
preparing for the priesthood are ordained “transitional” deacons the year before they are ordained
priests (those not planning to be ordained priests are called “permanent” deacons, and go through a
different formation process). Whether transitional or permanent, the diaconate is a three-fold
ministry of word, liturgy, and charity. While we are all called to serve others, the Order of Deacons
is a permanent and public ministry of the Church—a living example of service to others.
Next December 8 and 12, both days in which we celebrate Mary Most Holy under her titles of
Immaculate Conception and Guadalupe our brothers will be consecrated by the laying on of hands
and prayer of the Bishops who will preside over these celebrations in Rome and Kenya respectively.
Unfortunately it is going to be a small crowd at the ordination this year. Maybe a handful of family
members, confreres priests, deacon and seminarians will attend the ordination. It is a reality, that
we must try to keep everything in the current context and recognize that there are people who are
suffering a lot at this time: we cannot suffer becuase of small celebration. We could say, it is a small
act of solidarity with the millions of people who have become sick, lost their loved ones, lost their
jobs and seen their lives completely ruined by the pandemic. All things considered, we have much
to be thankful for and happy about the ordination of these brothers. They represent different
regions, as in this case India and Kenya. But among them there are also confreres who are studying
in our theologicum in Nairobi, and they come from the eastern part of Africa, from the religious
province of Notre Dame d'Afrique .
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Congratulations dear Deacons!
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The International Day
for Persons Living with Disabilities
celebrated at Don Orione Community Center in Kandisi, Kenya.
By Peter Wambulwa Wakoba

This year, Don Orione Community
Centre was selected to host the
main Kajiado County Celebrations
to mark the Day for Persons Living
with
Disabilities.The
United
Nations declared 3rd December
every year as World Day For
People Living With Disability, this
year the county government of
kajiado chose Don Orione centre
as a venue to hold the celebration.
The deputy county commissioner
was the quest of honour assisted by
the Papal secretary to kenya, and a
number of ambassadors or
representatives from differents
Countries. Message from Hickey
Family foundation, that is one of
the benefactors that sponsors
numerous
projects
in
the
Delegation. This occassion also
provided
a
platform
to
launch
the
newly
built
toilet facility sponsered by Manos
Unidas from Spain. It was also an
occasion to show case the work the
Congregation is doing in kenya.
We thanks the work of the Sons of
Divine Providence for carrying on
the charism of our founder in
Kandisi Parish, where the Center is
located as expression of the
Charity.
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We love the Crib!
By DON ORIONE, December 1930

I

n these last years, the crib had run a serious risk of disappearing. In the homes and schools
Christmas had become the Festival of the Tree: the tree of gifts, so poor in its splendor, so
empty of the supernatural has replaced the crib, artistic or poor, but always loaded with
religious poetry.
Let us leave to the cold peoples who live in error their simply natural "Trees", and let us jealously
preserve what is the glory of Italy, we love the Crib.
We loved it while we were children, when, with a great religiosity, proof that we were aware of
entering the arcane of a mystery, we ourselves built the crib with the statues, the branches and the
lights; and we spoke to the Child Jesus as children speak, sympathizing with his poverty and his
suffering.
Let us love it always, because before God we never cease to be children. The scene of the Nativity
arouses in everyone a deep feeling that does not resemble any other; it is the clarity of the symbol
that makes us fall on our knees to adore, it is the poetry created around the crib of Faith, of art, of
the loving creativity of so many centuries that revives and enchants.
Let us love the Crib, not the luxurious Cribs of the sixteenth or seventeenth century, but the Crib
that helps our faith and nourishes our love.
The Nativity scene set up by St. Francis is not an antique, nor a commercial object: our Nativity
scene must send the glare of light that illuminated the wooded hill of Greccio (Rieti)... the simplicity,
the tenderness and above all the burning faith of Francis of Assisi, the great Italian. Then, we will
see Jesus, the true Jesus, who fills us with joy! »
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