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S

ome people are very fond
of flags! In the parish of St
Teresa’s we try to celebrate
big occasions with a flag.
The rugby flag of the Wigan
Warriors seems very popular.
We’ve certainly seen flags on
our TV screens over the past few
months with “the twelve stars of
Europe” camping outside the
houses of parliament, the union
flag, the proud Welsh dragon and
the cross of St Andrew, to name
a few. If you watched the proms
you could see nearly every flag
in the world. Certainly the flag
often inspires patriotism and love
of the motherland, but it can
also spell independence and
protest. We have heard a lot of
that too, over the past few months
and many feel lost as to what the
future might be, and which flag to
follow. One thing is sure, time will
march on, the past will become
history and we will all look back
in hindsight at the mistakes we

made or the blessings we received.
It seems certain that we cannot
stop the march of time. If we
think back eighty years it was
the beginning of World War II. A
terrible time, great losses on all
sides, not much to remember that
was good. But even in those times
good came out of evil. People
and nations managed to rebuild
themselves. Communities pulled
together and helped each other
in the time of great desolation.
Surely this is the true spirit of
mankind: we will not give up, we
will fight for justice and peace and
what is right. That is what every
Christian should feel. Although, for
a time, we do live in this world the
scripture reminds us: “here we have
no lasting city”. (Hebrews 13:14)
People of faith believe in eternity
and know that this lifetime while it
can be beautiful, and enriching
is also fleeting compared to
eternity. In the end the flag that
really counts is the banner of truth.
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Canonization of John Henry Newman

J

ohn Henry Newman (21 February
1801 – 11 August 1890) was a Catholic
theologian, philosopher and Cardinal
who converted from Anglicanism in
October 1845. In early life, he was a
major figure in the Oxford movement
to bring the Anglican Church back to
its roots. Eventually his studies in history
persuaded him to become a Catholic.

C

anonisation would make Newman
the first English person who
has lived since the 17th century
officially recognized as a saint by the
Catholic Church. In 1991, Newman
was proclaimed "Venerable” by the
Congregation of the Causes of Saints –
the first stage in the canonization process.
He was beatified on 19 September 2010
at an open air Mass in Birmingham.

O

n 1 July 2019, Pope Francis announced
at the Consistory of Cardinals his
intention to canonize Newman on 13
October.

A

file on Newman's cause was first
opened in 1958.

In 1991, Newman was proclaimed
Venerable after a thorough examination
of his life and work by the Sacred
Congregation for the causes of saints.
One miracle attributed to Newman's
intercession was required to have
occurred and been fully investigated
and approved by the Vatican before
he could be beatified. A second
miracle would then be necessary for his
canonization.
n October 2005, Paul Chavasse,
provost of the Birmingham Oratory,
who is the postulator responsible for the
cause, announced that a miraculous
cure had occurred.
ack Sullivan, a deacon from Marshfield,
Massachusetts in the United States,

I
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attributed his recovery from a spinal
cord disorder to Newman. The claimed
miracle occurred in the jurisdiction
of the Archbishop of Boston, whose
responsibility it was to determine its
validity. In August 2006, the Archbishop
of Boston, Sean O’Malley announced
he was passing details to the Vatican.

O

n 24 April 2008, the press secretary
to the Fathers of the Birmingham
Oratory reported that the medical
consultants at the Congregation for
the causes of Saints had met that day
and voted unanimously that Sullivan's
recovery defied any scientific or
medical explanation. The question of
the genuineness of the alleged miracle
then went to the panel of theological
consultors, who unanimously agreed
to recognize the miracle a year later
on 24 April 2009. The panel's vote,
presumably having been verified by the
prelate members of the Congregation,
allowed Pope Benedict XVI to beatify
Newman at a date of his choosing
following a meeting with the Prefect
of the Congregation for the Causes of
Saints (then Archbishop Angelo Amato)
to formally approve the Congregation's
voting process.

O

n 3 July 2009, Pope Benedict XVI
recognized the healing of Deacon
Jack Sullivan in 2001 as a miracle,
resulting from the intercession of the
Venerable Servant of God, John Henry
Newman. This decision paved the way
for Newman's beatification, which
occurred on 19 September 2010.
lthough it had been originally
announced that Newman would
be beatified at an open air mass
at Coventry Airport, the venue was
later switched to Cofton Park in
Longbridge. Thus it was during the first
Papal state visit to the UK that Pope
Benedict XVI himself performed the
beatification on 19 September 2010.

A

C

havasse expanded on his remarks
at the Michaelmass 2006 dinner
of the Oxford University Newman
society (held in November), suggesting
that Benedict XVI had shown a
personal interest in Newman's cause.

A

second
miracle
was
needed
for Newman's canonization. In
November 2018, the Vatican approved
a second miracle, involving the
unexplained healing of a pregnant
American woman from a life-threatening
diagnosis and investigated by the
Archdiocese of Chicago. On 13 February
2019, it was announced that Pope Francis
had approved the Decree concerning
this miracle, and Newman's canonization
took place in Rome on 13 October 2019.
n 2008, the Vatican decided to enact
plans to move Newman's remains
from The Lickey Hills, near Rednal,
Worcestershire where he was buried, to
the Oratory in Birmingham city centre
in anticipation of his being declared
a saint. The move required prior
permission from the Ministry of Justice;
in preparation the area was enclosed by
steel fencing incorporating The Oratory
country house, a mortuary chapel and
a small graveyard which contained his
shared grave (with Ambrose St John).

I

T

he planned exhumation and move
of Newman's remains were finally
agreed by the UK authorities as a
special case, as UK law prohibits the
removal of a body from a graveyard
to a church tomb. A licence was finally
granted on 11 August 2008, the 118th
anniversary of Newman's death in 1890,
to permit the move by undertakers.

N

ewman's grave at Rednal was
opened on 2 October 2008. It had
been hoped that his body had been
buried in a lead coffin and would be well
preserved. However, the exhumation
revealed that Newman had been buried
in a wooden coffin and his body had
completely decomposed; there were
no human remains. The only artefacts
retrieved, including an inscription plate,
were wooden, brass and cloth. These
artefacts, along with locks of hair, which
had been sent to Sullivan before his
inexplicable cure (and had always been
in the possession of the Birmingham
Oratory), were placed in a glass sided
casket for a Vigil of Reception. The
relics were then solemnly placed in the
Chapel of St Charles Borromeo situated
to the right of the Sanctuary.
5

INDIA:

THE FIRST SDP PRIEST OF THE
SYRO-MALABAR RITE IS ORDAINED

r Shibu Packarampel Thomas
Fcitywas
ordained priest in his native
of Vakkad in the state of Kerala.
He is the first priest of the don Orione
Congregation who was ordained
in the Syro-Malabar rite, which is an
autonomous rite within the Church.

he auxiliary bishop of Pala, Bishop
TFr Shibu
Mar Jacob Murican ordained
with his family and all the

village present. A large contingent
of Indian confreres from the SDP
were also present making Fr Shibu
the eighth Indian priest since the
Congregation went there in the year
2000.

were also many other priests
T here
present along with seminarians.
he Syro Malabar Church was
Tcommunion
founded in 1665 and is in
with the Catholic

Church and is a member of the
oriental Syriac Church. In 1665
it decided to separate from the
Syrian Orthodox Church and
joined the Catholic Church and
became diffused along the coasts
of Malabar which from 1954 form
part of Kerala. The Syro Malabar
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Church traces its origins to the
apostle Thomas who is said to
have gone to India in the very early
years of Christianity. Indeed when
St Francis Xavier arrived in Goa,
he already found Christians there
called “the Thomas Christians”.
Catholics in India number about
17 million, that is, l’1,5% of the
population, and is divided into
thirty archdioceses, 131 dioceses
and one apostolic exarchy. Of
these 162 dioceses 129 are of the
Latin rite (i.e what we call Roman
Catholic in the UK), 25 of the Syro
Malabar rite and 8 of the Syro
Malankar rite.
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SAINTS FOR OUR TIMES

Saint Leo the Great

H

e became deacon of the Church
of Rome in 430. In the summer
of 440 Pope Sixtus III died and was
succeeded by Leo, who received the
message whilst in Gaul on a church
mission. He came back to Rome
and was consecrated Pope on 29th
September. The times in which he
lived were very difficult. There were
the invasions of the Barbarians,
the weakening influence of the
Western part of the Roman Empire
and increasing social problems
forced him to accept not only a
spiritual role but a political one too.
A famous encounter took place
between him and Attila the Hun at
Mantua in which Leo dissuaded
Attila to continue the war which had
already devastated the northern
regions of Italy, and thus he saved
the rest of the Italian peninsula. In
445 however, he did not have the
same success with Gaiseric and the
Vandals and Rome was attacked
and sacked. On this occasion Leo
went, surrounded by his clergy, to
Gaiseric to face him personally
and on this occasion stopped the
8

Saint Leo the Great and Attila
Raphael

city from being utterly burnt and
a promise that the basilicas of
Rome, St Peter, St Paul and St John
Lateran, sheltering terrified hordes
of refugees would not be burnt. In
this he was successful. Leo had a
strong conviction of the importance
of the Bishop of Rome in the Church,
and of the Church as the ongoing
sign of Christ’s presence in the world,
Leo the Great displayed endless
dedication as pope. He worked
tirelessly as “Peter’s successor,”
guiding his fellow bishops as “equals
in the episcopacy and infirmities.”

L

eo is known as one of the best
administrative popes of the ancient
Church. His work branched into four
main areas, indicative of his notion
of the pope’s total responsibility for
the flock of Christ. He worked at
length to control the heresies of
Pe l a g i a n i s m — ove re m p h a s i z i n g
human
freedom—Manichaeism—
seeing everything material as evil—
and others, placing demands on
their followers so as to secure true
Christian beliefs.

A

second major area of his concern
was doctrinal controversy in
the Church in the East, to which
he responded with a classic letter
setting down the Church’s teaching
on the two natures of Christ.

I

n these three areas, Leo’s work has
been highly regarded. His growth to
sainthood has its basis in the spiritual
depth with which he approached the
pastoral care of his people, which
was the fourth focus of his work. He
is known for his spiritually profound
sermons. An instrument of the call
to holiness, well-versed in Scripture
and ecclesiastical awareness, Leo
had the ability to
reach the everyday
needs and interests of
his people. One of his
sermons is used in the
Office of Readings on
Christmas Eve, which
is encouraging and
uplifting. “Acknowledge,
O Christian, the dignity
that is yours! Being
made a partaker of the
divine nature, do not by
an unworthy manner of
living fall back into your
former abjectness of life.
Be mindful of Whose
Head, and of Whose Bodey, you are
a member. Remember, that wrested
from the powers of darkness, thou art
now translated into the Light and the
Kingdom of God. By the sacrament
of baptism you have become the
temple of the Holy Spirit. Do not, by
evil deeds, drive out from you such a
One dwelling with thee, and submit
yourself again to the bondage of the
devil. Because your price was the
Blood of Christ; because in strictness
He shall judge you Who in mercy has
redeemed you, Who with the Father

and the Holy Spirit, livest and reignest,
world without end. Amen.”

I

t is said of Leo that his true
significance rests in his doctrinal
insistence on the mysteries of
Christ and the Church and in the
supernatural charisms of the spiritual
life given to humanity in Christ and in
his Body, the Church. Thus Leo held
firmly that everything he did and said
as pope for the administration of the
Church represented Christ, the head
of the Mystical Body, and Saint Peter,
in whose place Leo acted.

A

t a time when there is widespread
criticism of the Church, we also
hear criticism that
bishops and priestsindeed, all of usare too preoccupied
with administration of
temporal matters. With
such a huge institution
it is impossible not
to be.
Pope Leo
is an example of a
great
administrator
who used his talents for
the good of the Church
and the Papal ministry
in a declining Roman
Empire, in areas where
spirit and structure are inseparably
combined: doctrine, peace, and
pastoral care. He tried to combine
the spiritual and the practical but
did not lose sight of the mission of
the Church to bring the gospel of
Jesus to all souls including those
who were pagans and understood
little of Christian spirituality. Leo was
the first Pope to be called “Great”
particularly because he was a great
theologian and an astute politician,
and kept a declining empire together
in insisting on the role of the Papacy.
Leo died on 10th November 461
9

St Alexander Briant
H

e was a missionary to his native
England and a martyr, one of
the English priests slain in the reign
of Queen Elizabeth I. He was born in
Somerset around 1556 and entered
Hart Hall, Oxford, at an early age.
While there, he became a pupil
of Father Robert Parsons, a Jesuit,
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instrumental in founding the English
mission during penal times and he
completed his studies with him at
Balliol College, which, along with
his association with Richard Holtby,
the English Jesuit superior, ledto
his conversion to Catholicism. After
leaving university, he entered the

English College at Reims then went
to the English College Douai, and
was ordained priest on 29 March
1578. Assigned to the English mission
in August of the following year, he
laboured with zeal in his own county
of Somerset. Alexander was called
"the beautiful Oxford youth" because
of his handsome appearance and
the radiance of his holiness. It was
while working in Somerset that he
was caught in a search by the
English authorities in April 1581. A
party of priest hunters, searching for
Father Parsons, placed Alexander
Briant under arrest and arrested
along with Briant was Gilbert Bodey,
brother of John Bodey, a priest who
was martyred in 1583. Gilbert Bodey
was scourged at Bridewell, a house of
correction and afterwards confined
to Counter prison, a minor prison for
misdemeanours. He was released on
bond, and when not called to appear,
left the country and went to the
college of Rheims.

25 October. His individual feast day
is celebrated on 1st December, the
day of his martyrdom.

T

aken to the Tower of London, in the
hope of getting information from
him Alexander
was subjected to
inhuman tortures but did not reveal the
names of other priests. From the tower
he also wrote to the Jesuit Fathers,
asking permission to join the Order.
He was accepted. In November 1581,
along with six other priests including
Edmund Campion and Ralph Sherwin
he was condemned to death. Again
Alexander suffered hideous tortures
and died on December 1,1581, at the
age of twenty-five, undergoing the
extreme torture of hanging drawing
and quartering. He was declared
venerable on 8 December 1921
by Pope Pius XI and beatified one
week later on 15 December. He was
canonized nearly forty-nine years
later in 1970 by Pope Paul VI as one
of the Forty martyrs of England and
Wales with a common feast day of
11

INDIA:

CONGRATULATIONS TO FR CHINNAPPA POLISHETTY, WHO
SPENT SOME TIME IN UP HOLLAND, NOW A DON ORIONE PRIEST

T

he people who know our
community in Up Holland will
remember Fr Chinnappa as a very
young student seminarian who was
a little bit shy and helped in our care
home there five years ago. He has
recently been ordained a priest and
has been appointed to the community
of Bangalore as counsellor and
assistant in the formation of young
clerical students. He comes from the
little village of Tigula, two hours drive
from Hyderabad, and was ordained
priest by the bishop of Nalgonda, Mgr.
Shri Shri Joji Govindhu. He is the ninth
priest to be ordained in India since
our presence there in the year 2000.

M

any priests and confreres were
present for the ordination and
it was a great day for all his village,
nearly everyone turned out! And
from neighbouring villages too
many came to pray for the new
priest and share in the family joy.

12

He is of course a member of his own
natural family, and a member of the
greater family of don Orione.

I

n his homily Bishop Govindhu said
“there is a difference between
people of today and people of my
era. There has been a change of
attitude and outlook in people who
have become more individualistic
and consumer driven. Their lives
are more based on earthly things
than spiritual, that at times substitute
even for God. This has also had an
influence on priests. The respect
and honour they had for priests has
diminished. There are fewer people
who pray now or understand the role
of the priest. However we continue
to pray for this new priest and for
vocations to the priesthood and
religious life. We pray in a special
way for the family of Fr Chinnappa
because they have offered their son
for the service of God”.
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OF
Philippines: LAUNCH
THE CHILDR
T

on to make this a year of true
he Orione Youth Movement in
participation of something good
the Philippines held a meeting
to help change our minds and
at Dalahican for the launch of
attitudes about caring for our
the Orione Youth Movement along
world and the people in it
with many other youth involved in
this movement. During this event the “Dear young people be generous”
youth took part in a period of sharing
they said,“don’t just be onlookers
their experiences and views of what
but be real actors to try and put
they intend to do and planning for
into practice the ideals of don
Orione and his message. We feel
various events which will come to
that don Orione is walking with
a conclusion with the world youth
us and will inspire us to live the
day at Tortona from the 1st - 5th of
message and the enthusiasm of
July 2020. The theme for the year is
“listen, discern and live our mission” Our Lord Jesus”. Good look to
the young people of our mission
and in the letter written by the two
in the Philippines and may their
superior generals, Fr Tarcisio SDP and
enthusiasm
win over many to the
Sr. Mabel LMSC the young people
side of good and the message of
have been encouraged and spurred
Christ.
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F THE YEAR OF THE YOUTH FOR
REN OF LUCENA AND PAYATAS
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TORTONA: Feast of Our Lady of

The Superior General celebrates t

A

t 8.30am on 29th August, the
feast of our Lady of Safekeeping
Fr Tarcisio Vieira celebrated Mass for
the jubilarians of the priests and the
sisters in the family of don Orione.

“

We celebrate the beauty and the
consecration of so many sons
and daughters of St Luigi Orione
said Fr Tarcisio during his prayer of
thanksgiving at the end of Mass.
He went on to say ”Yesterday we
celebrated our jubilarians of 25 and
fifty years and more. We want to
thank God for their service and joy
in being members of our religious
family and their stories are all unique,

16

and we want to thank God that
people who have met them have
also decided to consecrate their
lives to God.

F

r Tarcisio went on to speak about
the Assembly in the Ivory Coast
which takes place three years after
the General Chapter to verify the
chapter norms have been realized. It
will begin in mid October. He rejoiced
in the fact that the Congregation
has now been there for fifty years
and is flourishing and he leaves it in
the hands of Our Lady the Mother of
Divine Providence, praying that the

good work will continue and prosper.

Safekeeping.
the consecration of new religious
The mother General of the sisters,
Sr Mabel Spagnuolo also spoke
to the sisters who had made their
profession and celebrated various
jubilees.

T
E

ORTONA: FIRST PROFESSION OF
EIGHT NEW RELIGIOUS MEMBERS

ight young men who have been
novices for the past year made
their first vows in the Congregation
of don Orione. They are from
Europe and Latin America, Andrea
Adamo, Matteo Menon and
Alberto Zorzetto from Italy, Mikhaylo
Cervinscky and Mikhaylo Demciuk
from the Ukraine, Ionut Puscasu
from Rumania, Nicolas Ignacio
Morales Melladodal from Chile
and Aaron David Parra Graciete
from Venezuela.

T

he celebration was presided
over by the provincial of Italy,
Province of the Mother of Divine
Providence, Fr Aurelio Fusi, along

with Fr Josè Paris Alonso, who is the
superior of the vice-province of Spain
and Fr Peter Ferrini, representing the
Congregation in Chile.
These young men kneeling at the
altar prayed to have a large and
generous heart like don Orione, and
entrusted their lives to the Lord in their
future mission in the Congregation
wherever they might be sent to carry
the torch of charity in the footsteps of
our Founder.
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MEDICI Christmas cards 2019

Our selection of MEDICI Christmas cards are much cheaper than on the
High Street, but the same excellent quality. They are also available for sale
in Head Office. All proceeds from the cards go to our works for elderly and
learning disabilities in the UK, and our missions abroad.
All cards are in packs of 10. If the card has sold out, then we will replace it
with another design. Please remember to add £1 postage for each pack of
ten cards.

Pack A: Adoration of the Shepherds
£2.99 for pack of 10. Plus £1 postage
160mm x 115mm with gold trim

Pack B: Madonna of the Rose Bower
£2.99 for pack of 10. Plus £1 postage
160mm x 115mm

Pack C
Flight into Egypt
£2.99 for pack of 10
Plus £1 postage
160mm x 115mm
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Pack D

The Heavenly Child

£2.99 for pack of 10
Plus £1 postage
160mm x 115mm

Pack E
Nativity
£2.99 for pack of 10
Plus £1 postage
160mm x 115mm

Christmas Card Request Form
Name:
Address:

Postcode:

Pack

Title

Number Price per
of Packs pack

A.

Adoration of
the Shepherds

£2.99

B.

Madonna of the
Rose Bower

£2.99

C.

Flight into Egypt

£2.99

D.

The Heavenly
Child

£2.99

E.

Nativity

£2.99

Total
Price

Allow £1 postage per pack of ten
Optional Donation

Please cut along the dotted line and send the order with payment to:

Total

£

Christmas Card Department, The Sons of Divine Providence, 13 Lower Teddington Road,
Hampton Wick, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT1 4EU

JORDAN:

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL IN ZARQA HONOURED

S

t Joseph’s school in Zarqa has
600 pupils. It is greatly admired
for its work and achievement
by local people and lauded by
the local municipality and the
Ministry of Education, for the work
carried out by the don Orione
Congregation
and
their
staff.

“On the 25th July the “taujihi” (A level
equivalent ) results were published
and says the local superior Fr
Anthony Ursillo “we had a great
surprise”: “our school of St Joseph in
Zerqa received a great honour. One
of our students Zaid Ammari from the
hoteliery section was received by His
Majesty King Abdallah II of Jordan
along with other high performing
students from other schools. He had
come third in the whole country for
best performing students in hoteliery.
Our school of St Joseph is now quite
famous for its high scoring students
having been among the top three
over the last few years”.

B

ut even if Zaid was lucky enough
to meet the king and brought
honour to his school, the other
students also did it great honour. All
sections of the school had excellent
results, and in particular the science
section which is often considered
the most difficult intellectually in the
Jordanian curriculum one student
got 98 out of 100. The school has
very high academic standards and
the students work hard along with
the staff, led by their head teacher
Mr Majed Shahatit, who makes
yearly educational trips to London
with the students.

I

n Arabic St Joseph’s school is known
as “madrasa Mar Yusef” and has
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male students between the ages of
13 and 18. After the first three years
the students can then chose the
two year diploma course in Science
or Literature or follow a technical
course specialising in mechanics
and car maintenance, autoelectrics,
hoteliery and domestic electricity.
The science and literature courses
prepare students for university, whilst
those who finish the technical
course can go straight into work as
apprentices. Indeed, St Joseph’s is
a very unique school in that it offers
these three directions of possibilities.

F

r Anthony went on to say: “It is a
school according to the spirit of
don Orione, open to all, poor and
wealthy, Christians and Muslims
and situated in the great working
class city of Zarqa with all its social
problems. Indeed the school tries
to be a service for all who need
it and to seek out the true and
lasting values that Christianity and
Islam have to offer humanity. The
recognition we have received from
local authority and the ministry of
education are witness to the validity
of our school and its force for good.
The spirit of don Orione is present
here too, reminding us all that God
is the father of all.
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INDIA

Day Fellowship for migrants in
F un
St. Jospeh Island in Kollam
n 18th of August,The Commission
O
for Migrants (Diocese of Kollam)
in collaboration with Orione Seva

as the charitable arm of the Sons
of Divine Providence present at St.
Joseph Island, Kollam organized a
wonderful Fun Day Fellowship for
migrants. One of our orionine priest
Fr. Arul is also one of the members of
the commission for migrants in the
Diocese of Kollam. Kollam is the third
city in the state of Kerala that has
a lot of migrants working. They are
more than 400 thousands migrants
in this city.

ur chief guest Mr. Sreekumar, the
O
assistant commissioner from the
labour office Kollam in his speech,
praised the Diocese of Kollam and
the Orione Seva charitable trust for

organising such an important day
for the migrants. He added: the
migrants need to be taken care
of, their rights should defended
and there is a lot to do for them.
He encouraged us to take more
initiatives to improve their life
standard.

he day was filled with cultural
Tparty
activities, group sharing and
games etc. All these activities

have been organized by the
postulants from the community
of Kollam. More over we have
also arranged center for making
Awaz (Kerala state government
insurance scheme for the migrants)
card from the labour office Kollam.
There were about 100 migrants who
participated the Fun Day Fellowship
had the possibility of making this
insurance card. The benefits are
that the migrants, having made the
Awaz card, has the possibility of free
medical assistance up to 15,000
rupees in a year and 2,00,000

rupees to the family in case of the
loss of any migrant. The migrants
had a fun day in our Island and
were happy for making the awazz
card.

t has been a wonderful experience
Iseminarians
for all of us priests and nuns,
and parishioners to
have spent the day with people who
have left their homes and families for
the sake of work and for a better life.

M

igrants
occupy
different
sectors of work in the city
like construction, electricals, in
restaurant as waiters and cooks and
as fishermen.

ur charitable trust Orione Seva
O
is going to organize an awaz
center in the coastal areas for
the migrant Fishermen to register
themself in the migrant insurance
scheme by making the awaz card.

next scheduled program
O urfor our
migrants will on 1st of

September in Tuet, Kollam and the
Bishop of Kollam Rev. Paul Antony
will preside over the Holy Eucharist
in Hindhi (the language that most
of the migrants understand) and our
postulants are animating the liturgy
in different local languages of the
migrants.

a great experience says one
Itheoft is migrants..
the postulants to work with
he continues: our
congregation will flourish if she
spends enough resources in this
new field of apostolate.

ALBANIA: SUMMER SC
PART 2

I

n the later part of August Fr
Rolando organised a summer
school at Oblike getting all the
children in the village involved, thirty
five young ones and 15 a little older
who acted as animators of the
activities. The theme was the famous
saying of don Orione “ do good to all,
harm no one” which was presented
in ten words and ten actions, one
every day proposed by the children.
These included gospel and human
values that go against selfishness
and individualism that are so often
in vogue in the media and internet.
Values, it must be said that help
create new people for a new society
based on love. The first building
blocks of the “future cathedrals”
were friendship, sincerity, welcoming,
respect, forgiveness, colloboration, no
to bullying, faith, solidarity and peace.
All this was lived in an atmosphere of
great enthusiasm with water games,
(so welcome under the hot sun and
in the swimming pool). In Bardhaj a
group of 24 scouts came from Genoa
in Italy with their priest chaplain Fr
Davide and stayed for over a week
and animated our youth groups of
over 120 young people. This was a
repeat of what they did last year, it
was so successful. The day started
early in the morning coming to our
youth centre and despite the burning
heat all were eager to participate. It
was a very exhausting summer, but
beautiful and as the Italians would
say, BELLISSIMA. We thank God and
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all those who gave of their time and
energy to make it all a great success.
This will certainly remain in the minds
and hearts of the young Albanians
and help them grow in their Christian
formation in the future. There was
a fantastic celebration of the feast
of the Assumption, and may Mary
our heavenly mother walk with us.
Ave Maria e avanti. (Hail Mary and
onward!)

CHOOL AT OBLIKE AND BARDHAJ

25

INDIA:Bangalore

meeting of the seminarians
who are doing their two years
A
of pastoral work in preparation for
the priesthood.

ver the summer recess a three
O
day meeting was held for the
seminarians who are involved

in pastoral work before being
ordained priests.
It is normal
in the SDP training for each
seminarian to have two years of
pastoral work, working directly in
our works of charity to prepare
them for their pastoral roles when
they will be priests. It normally
takes place half way through their
intellectual studies of philosophy
and theology. They came from
different communities were they
are working with people we care for.
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It was an opportunity to meet each
other and share experiences and
fraternity together. The meeting
took place at Bangalore where
we have our main headquarters in
India.
he emphasis of the meeting was
Twhich
a reflection on the formation plan,
is prepared yearly by the Vicar
General, Fr Oreste Ferrari, who is in
charge of formation of young men
who aspire to the priesthood and
living life in a religious community.
One particular theme was “the
relationships within the community
and how to face up to conflicts and
live with them”. There will be another
meeting in January 2020 because
this is an aspect of religious life
that needs a lot of attention.

eace and harmony among the
P
members of the community
is the only way to have peace

and harmony in the individual.
It is as important in religious life
as it is in married life! Religious
communities are families and

A Sponsorship scheme run by the Sons of Divine
Providence and their friends and supporters
for poor children in the Third World

£10 per month can CHANGE
a child’s life now

Your contribution can buy food, water, clothing,
medicine, education and life skill training
For further information please contact:
Sons of Divine Providence, 25 Lower Teddington Road,
Hampton Wick, Surrey, KT1 4HB

Email: johnperrotta208@gmail.com

like all families they have their
ups and downs. It was also a
lovely occasion to catch up, swap
experiences and enjoy being with
people who hadn’t seen each
other in ages.

“The privilege that we have to
Adore Him every day is one of his
greatest gifts. If you have a clean
heart, you will be able always to
see that wonderful connection
between the bread of life and the
broken body of Christ in the poor”
Saint Teresa of Calcutta
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Pope Francis
R

ecently Pope Francis in one
of his morning homilies at St
Matha’s identified two qualities
that
should
accompany
Christians on their journey: service
and gratuitousness. Commenting
on the day’s Gospel reading
(Mt 10:7-13) in which Jesus
instructs the Apostles on how
to conduct themselves as they
preach the Word of God, Pope
Francis reminded the faithful that,
as successors of the Apostles,
Christians should always be on
a journey of service. “Christian
life is to serve”, he stressed. It is
very sad, he continued, to see
“Christians who at the start of their
conversion or of their awareness
of being Christian, serve, are open
to service; they serve the People
of God”, but then wind up using
them instead. This Francis warned,
“does great harm to the People of
God”.

A

s he continued his reflection,
the Holy Father said that
“the core of salvation” is to “give
freely what you freely received”.
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Because salvation cannot be
bought and was given freely to us
by God, it is a matter of using the
same principle with others as God
demonstrated with us. “Sometimes
when we need something spiritual
or a grace, we say: ‘Well now I will
fast, I will do penance, I will pray
a novena...’”. While all this is good,
“let us be careful: this is not to ‘pay’
for the grace or to ‘purchase’ the

grace; this is to expand your heart
so that grace may be granted”.

P

ope Francis noted that this is
particularly true of the pastors
of the Church. It is distressing,
he continued, when “pastors
do business with God’s grace”,
because “the Lord’s grace is free
and you must give it freely”.

heart so that the gratuitousness of
God,God’s grace ... may reach our
heart”.

Y

ou are either young at heart,
of soul, or you are not fully
Christian”: Pope Francis shared
this reflection with the faithful in
his homily on Tuesday, 28 May.
Indeed the homily, inspired by the
ith regard to spiritual life, day’s Gospel reading (Jn 16:5-11)
on Jesus’ parting from his Apostles,
“there is always the danger of
slipping” into the idea of payments, was a true ode to life, vitality and
“even when speaking with the Lord, “the youthfulness of the Holy Spirit”.
as if we wished to bribe the Lord”.
Our relationship of gratuitousness
with God “is what will later help
us to share it with others, both in
Christian witness and in Christian
service as in the pastoral life
of those who are pastors of
the People of God”. Thus, Pope
Francis concluded, “may our life of
holiness be this expansion of the

W
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A

lthough Jesus says many things
on that occasion, “the heart of
this discourse is the Holy Spirit”; it
is truly a “catechesis on the Holy
Spirit”. Christ, the Pope noted, sees
the sadness and inner turmoil felt
by the Apostles as they “begin
to understand the tragedy of the
Passion”.

one feels that the Holy Spirit is
helping us”.

P

ope Francis concluded with
a call to prayer: “Let us ask
the Lord that we not lose this
renewed youthfulness, not be
‘retired’ Christians who have
lost joyfulnessand do not allow
themselves to be led forward”. A
ut, he observed, Jesus gently true Christian “lives” because “he is
scolds them for their sorrow. youthful”, the Pope stressed.
This tells us that “sadness does
not enter the Christian heart”
because Christians are young, with
a youthfulness that renews itself
and enables them “to bear on
their shoulders many trials, many
difficulties”, the Pope affirmed.The
Holy Spirit — or “Paraclete”, as
Jesus names him — accompanies
us throughout life and supports
us, the Holy Father explained.“The
word ‘Paraclete’ means ‘the one
who is beside me to support me’
so that I do not fall, so that I may
go forward, so that I may preserve
this youthfulness of the Holy Spirit”,
he continued. And this explains
why Christians are always youthful.

B

I

n order to achieve this youthfulness,
it is necessary to engage in a
“daily dialogue with the Holy Spirit
who is always beside us”. Indeed,
“we all know that sin ages you.... it
ages your soul, it ages everything”
the Pope said. “The Holy Spirit,
instead, helps us to repent and set
sin aside and to go forward with
that youthfulness”.

T

he Holy Father urged the faithful
to set aside “pagan sadness”: “I
am not saying that life is a carnival...
In life there are crosses; there are
some difficult moments”, but, he
stressed,“in these difficult moments
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Halloween
T

he word Halloween is a
contraction of “All Hallows
Evening,” the vigil for the Christian
holy day All Saints Day, which
falls on November 1. Part of the
confusion over this holiday arises
from the fact that many people
no longer know what the word
hallows means.

T

he word, not often used these
days, refers to something
consecrated for
a special
purpose. For example, when
President Abraham Lincoln said
in the Gettysburg Address that
“we cannot hallow this ground,”
he meant that the American
people could not set it apart for
a special purpose, or make holy,
the ground on which the Battle
of Gettysburg had been fought—
the men who had fought there
had already done so through
their suffering and death.

N

ovember 1 is celebrated by
the Church as the Feast of All
Saints, or the Feast of All Hallows,
because those who are honoured
are all those in heaven—the holy
ones of God. The vigil before that
day is the Evening of All Hallows,
or Halloween. Halloween, then, is
a Christian holy day.

A

s
with
many
Christian
holidays, the secular world
has attached its own traditions
to Halloween (e.g., costumes,
trick-or-treating, parties) that are

not inherently bad but can be
problematic when the religious
meaning of the holiday is set
aside, forgotten, or ignored.

A

t its best, Halloween is a
reminder of our own mortality
and our own need to prepare
ourselves to face God one day.
The festivities attached to the
holiday can, as Mardi Gras does
for Lent, prepare us for All Saints
and All Souls, and for the month
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of November, which the Church
sets aside for remembrance of
the souls in purgatory. Christian
parents have a variety of options
for celebrating the holiday in a
Christian spirit and should feel
free to choose what works best
for helping their families learn
the “reason for the season.”

W

hy, then, is there a common
idea that Halloween is a
feast day for witches?

P

agan Celts celebrated a
change-of-season
feast
called Samhain (pronounced
Sow-win) in honour of the
Celtic “lord of the dead” of
the same name. The Celts’
preparations
for
physical
survival during the coming
winter season culminated with
celebrations marking a time
believed open to a special
closeness between the natural
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and the supernatural—and, to
the extent of the pagan Celts’
pre-Christian
understanding,
the preternatural—worlds.

A

lthough
there
is
no
evidence that the Church
chose the day of All Saints to
fall on November 1 in order to
“baptize” the pagan feast (the
date for which was originally
in May, coinciding with the
pagan Roman Lemuria festival),
there was a certain fittingness
to the replacement of Samhain
with All Saints Day when the
Celts converted to Christianity.
At Samhain, Celts honoured
deceased
ancestors
and
believed that the “veil” between
the living and the dead was
lifted. A day that honoured
Christian saints and martyrs
likely seemed appropriate to the
newly Christian Celts.

W

hen witchcraft was revived
in the mid-twentieth century,
modern witches appropriated
Samhain as a holy day. At the
same time, Halloween had fallen
out of favour with many Christians,
who criticized the focus of the
celebrations on costuming, parties,
and sometimes destructive pranks.
Perhaps because Samhain was
revived about the same time that
Halloween’s stock as a Christian
holiday plummeted, in many
people’s minds the two became
conflated.

I

t is worth noting, though, that
many
modern
pagans
do
recognize the difference between
Samhain as a pagan holiday
and Halloween as either a purely
secular feast or a holiday derived
from Christianity. Some of them
scruple over whether pagans
should celebrate Halloween.

P

agan author Patti Wigington
answered the question,“Is it antipagan to celebrate Halloween? …
I’m sort of worried it might seem
disrespectful to go out collecting
sweets while I’m supposed to be
honouring the spirits of my dead
ancestors.” Wigington responded,
in part:

M

uch like Yule and Christmas,
Samhain and Halloween are
two different ways of observing
the same time of year. Think of
Samhain as the spiritual version,
and Halloween as the secular.
There’s no reason at all why you
can’t celebrate both if you choose.
In our family, we do a huge
Halloween party with friends and
family. I also do a Samhain ritual
with my coven. There’s never been
a conflict.

P

agans may not see any conflict
between
Halloween
and
Samhain, but Christians should
not make that mistake. Halloween
is first and foremost the vigil of All
Saints Day.

T

here are certain folk rituals
associated with the holiday
in which Christians are free to
participate, but participation in
witchcraft remains prohibited
without
exception.
The
celebratory aspect of the holiday
is what might be called “holy
mockery” of the devil. And, as St.
Thomas More observed of the
devil, “the proud spirit cannot
endure to be mocked.”
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The Book of Remembrance
Our Book of Remembrance is dedicated to the Benefactors and Friends of the Sons of Divine Providence.

If you wish your name or that of any
person, living or deceased, to be
inscribed in this Book, please fill in the
form below. All those inscribed in the
book share in the prayers and Masses
offered daily by the Sons of the Divine
Providence. Cheques, POs should be
made payable to The Sons of Divine
Providence.

Name to be inscribed:
Please accept my OFFERING of: £
NAME of donor (Mr.Mrs.Miss) Address:

Mass Offerings
Mass intentions will be celebrated at Hampton Wick. Please make cheques payable to
the Sons of Divine Providence.
Cheque enclosed for £
Mass to be offered for:
Please tick appropriate box:
RIP

Get Well

Thanksgiving

Birthday

Special Intention

Name:
Address:

Please acknowledge my offering 		
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No acknowledgement required.

Please Donate
to our work!
The Sons of Divine Providence

Donation
If you are a basic rate tax payer, please fill in the Gift Aid Declaration form below. This will enable us
to claim back the tax and make your donation go even further
I enclose a donation of:
Name:
Address:

Gift Aid Declaration
For past, present and future donations

Please treat as Gift Aid donations
all qualifying gifts of money made
Today
In the past 4 years
In Future
Please tick all boxes you wish to apply

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax
and / or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5
April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all
the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs)
that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I
understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do
not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 28p of tax on
every £1 that I gave up to 5 April 2008 and will reclaim 25p of
tax on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April 2008.

Donors Details
Title:			

First Name				

Surname:

Full Address Including Postcode:

Date:				Signature:
Please notify the Sons of Divine Providence if you:
• Want

to change this declaration • Change your name or home address • No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/ or capital gains

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift
Aid donations on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

Telephone: 020 8977 5130 Fax: 020 8977 0105
Email: info@orionecare.org www.sonsofdivineprovidence.org
13 Lower Teddington Road, Hampton Wick, Surrey, KT1 4EU
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JESUS IS OUR LIFE!
We ask young people to consider our life of dedication

For more information:
Phone or write to Fr Stephen Beale

Phone or write to Fr John Perrotta

Tel: 01695 622 516/622 885

Tel: 0044 20 8977 5130

E-mail: sbeale@orionecare.org

E-mail: johnperrotta208@gmail.com

Tel: 020 8977 5130
E-mail: info@orionecare.org
www.sonsofdivineprovidence.org
Don Orione World updates: www.donorione.org
“Dear benefactors, you are my bank!” With these simple but effective
words St. Luigi Orione got people to help his work.
“How YOU can help the Sons of Divine Providence to do good, according to
the motto of their Founder, St. Luigi Orione”
• BY PRAYER: Only God can make us grow greater in numbers and in
goodness, everything is a gift from Him
• BY SENDING US GOOD VOCATIONS: men who want to be priests or
brothers, and women who want to be sisters
• BY SENDING DONATIONS or REMEMBERING US IN YOUR WILL: to our
various houses for the people we help, and to our missions via our head
office in Hampton Wick
• BY TELLING PEOPLE ABOUT OUR WORK, OUR HOMES AND OUR MISSIONS.
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