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P

riests are supposed to pray five times
a day officially, this is called the divine
office and comes from a book that
every priest should have called a breviary.
Once going through Liverpool airport dressed
as a priest the customs officer stopped me
and said “Can I see your breviary Father” I
showed it to him and he said “I believe you”,
“most bogus priests don’t know anything
about the priest’s breviary but the real ones
always have one!” He’d get a surprise today
because many priests have breviary online
and read it from their iPads or mobile phones.
The five offices of the breviary are: “Office
of Readings, said near to dawn if possible,
Morning prayer (sometimes called Lauds)
said before 9am, Midday prayer (sometimes
called Terce, Sext or None depending
on the hours it is celebrated) said from
midday to 3pm, Evening prayer (sometimes
called Vespers) said
around beginning
of evening and Night prayer (sometimes
called Compline because it completes the
day ) said before going to bed. The times
for saying them are quite flexible and
some priests if they have to go out all day,
say them all together early, or if they come
back very late say them all together at night
time! Ideally they should be celebrated at
the hour of the day they represent. These
offices are very ancient and have been
celebrated from the early centuries of the
Church.They are composed mainly of psalms,
canticles, scripture readings and bidding
prayers. They are often sung in monasteries.
It is now becoming common for lay people
to read the office because of easy access
on the internet. Through the breviary we
are reminded to “pray at all times” and
it certainly is a way to sanctify the whole
day. If we are priests let us try to be faithful
to the whole office and if we are lay
people perhaps we could pray some of
it, because it is easily accessible on line.
Have a good summer.

Fr Philip and confreres
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BAPTISM IN ROME
A
new child is born in the
family of Don Orione.

Twenty-five years ago, a priest of
the Don Orione family pulled over
in the car he was driving on a
deserted road on the outskirts of
Zerqa to offer a young Jordanian
teenager a lift. It was a very hot
summer day in New Zarqa where
the Sons of the Divine Providence
had started their mission. I still
remember that day as if it were
yesterday. I was suspicious. Who is
this “stranger”? How does he know
me? Why is he offering me a lift ? I
did not know then that this meeting
would start a new chapter in my
life. Later on, I started to discover
new things about this “Stranger”.
I understood that he was a priest
and was a member of the Don
Orione family. I came to know that
his name was “Abouna” Philip,
which means Father Philip, and
he came from the UK to Jordan
to run a vocational centre in my
city. Moreover, I understood that
my mother had asked him to
approach me, as I was not very
devout in that period of my life
and I rarely frequented the church.
With time, I understood that Fr.
Philip and Fr. Joseph Tirello were
not only priests, but they also
lived in a community in the spirit
of their founder Don Orione. I
was astonished by their choice
of life and I wanted to live like
them full of love for our Lord, our
4

blessed mother Mary and the
Church. I admired their devotion
and passion to serve the poor and
to help all people regardless of
who they were. That life-changing
meeting that took place on the
road was the beginning of a new
chapter in my life. I became a
member in the family of Don Orione,
a son the Divine Providence.

Twenty-five years have passed
and my wife, my son and our
families have become devoted
sons of Don Orione, thanks to that
simple invitation on a very hot
day: “Can I offer you a lift?” This
year, my wife and I planned to go
on a pilgrimage to Italy to visit our
“saints” who have accompanied
us through the dark nights we
have been through during the
pregnancy period. During our
pilgrimage, we wanted to offer our
son the most precious gift of all
gifts, which we also inherited from
our parents; holy baptism.
It was another very hot day of June,
but this time it was in Rome, in St
John Lateran basilica Baptistry.
My son was baptized by he who
was once a “stranger” but is now
a father in Christ and a brother in
the faith.
Thank you Abouna Philip Kehoe.

Yazan Dababneh
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KENYA: THE “DISABILITY EXPO”

O

n the 10th July at Kandisi in Kenya the “disability expo”
promoted by the Don Orione Training centre got underway.

"Down with barriers and open the doors to bring about an inclusive
society” was the theme of the expo organised on the fourth anniversary
of the founding of the Don Orione centre at Kandisi under the direction
of Fr Alejandro Ruiz who said in his address “the progress of knocking
down barriers and opening doors to bring about an inclusive society
for all and recognising the contribution of disabled people to our
communities is paramount”.
The expo showed very clearly the work that went on at the centre
and how disabled young people who frequent the place on a daily
basis learn new skills and how to interact with people. There were
various stands at the expo manned by the centre’s teachers to show
the visitors what the children do there and how they progress as they
come every weekday and receive the particular attention they need
for the skills they learn. Fr Alejandro said how important it was that
“other “normal” schools became involved and got to know about what
this school has to offer to people who have special needs so that
children learn from an early age about including those who are often
left out”
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FOR AN INCLUSIVE SOCIETY
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HORTICENTRE 				
Simon Speyers

I

n 2012, I joined the team at
Molesey Horticulture & Art
Services as a Volunteer, initially
for one day a week and having
enjoyed the experience so much I
took on a second day volunteering
after 12 month of service.

I first came to the Horticulture
Centre with the idea of working in
the garden and the cultivation of
plants and vegetables. In a very
short time, I realised the support
for the clients with Learning
Difficulties and Disability was very
much part of the service provided
by the Centre. I applied myself
and learnt quickly and combined
with the experience and passion
in gardening, I worked alongside
a member of staff and gave
support to a small group of clients
or at times, one to one support
to a particular client who needs
additional support.
Gradually, I came on board the
staff team by covering for sickness,
staff holiday and training days.
Now, I am fully on the staff team
and pleased to say still enjoying
the work.
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Colin Green

C

		

olin started attending at the
Centre in 2007, over the years
we have seen a positive
development in his work and
especially in his social skills. It took
some time for Colin to integrate
with his peer group particularly at
tea and lunch breaks, now he will
join in the banter and conversation.

Now, Colin will happily work
with every member of staff and
participates in all the activities on
offered such as Wood craft, Art and
Craft, general garden maintenance,
cultivation of vegetables and
also helps out in the community
stall in Molesey High Street selling
bedding plants and vegetable
produce, grown at the Centre. Well
done Colin.

Graham Stone

G

raham is friendly to all and
has a natural flair for music
even though he does not
read music scores. Graham is
always keen to give us renditions of
his musical talent on the keyboard
at breaktimes. In the last couple of
years, it was observed that Graham
has markedly improved on his
social skills, it was particularly
pleasing to have feedback from
home that his listening skills have
improved so much that he is now
able to hold a conversation and
correctly respond to questions and
answers.

				AWARDS:

Graham Stone

Simon Speyers

A Sponsorship scheme run by the Sons of Divine Providence and
their friends and supporters for poor children in the Third World

£10 per month can CHANGE a child’s life now
Your contribution can buy food, water, clothing,
medicine, education and life skill training
For further information please contact:
Sons of Divine Providence, 25 Lower Teddington Road,
Hampton Wick, Surrey, KT1 4HB
Email: johnperrotta208@gmail.com

“The privilege that we
have to Adore Him
every day is one of his
greatest gifts. If you have
a clean heart, you will be
able always to see that
wonderful connection
between the bread of life
and The broken body of
Christ in the poor”
Saint Teresa of Calcutta
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Philippines:

First Profession, Renewal and Entrance in the Novitiate

T

he feast of the Holy Apostles
Peter and Paul was marked with
a special colour in Montalban,
in the Philippines. Six of our novice
Brothers made their First Profession,
three brothers renewed their vows and
eleven Postulants entered the Novitiate.
These were three beautiful events
which gathered together, religious
brothers and priests, friends and
family members in the Chapel of
Saint Luigi Orione Seminary on
the 29 th day of June 2019, as the

universal Church celebrated the Pillars
of the Church and the Pope’s Day.
The Holy Eucharist for the profession
and the renewal of vows started at
10 am, presided by Rev. Fr. Stan ACHI,
FDP, superior of the Community of
Montalban and concelebrated by Rev.
Fr. Martin MROZ, FDP, Regional Superior,
Rev. Fr. Fausto FRANCESCHI, FDP,
Novice Master and other priests. In his
homily, Father Martin emphasized the
meaning of the religious profession
and invited our newly professed to be
examples of perfection and holiness
in the living of their vows. He told them
that perfection can be possible today
by opening oneself to the people
10
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living on the peripheries of society
and those considered outcasts, the
poorest of our brothers and sisters.
After his homily, he invited Brother
Jesus BERDIN, Brother Kenneth PINEDA,
Brother Vic VITUDIO, Brother Keven
OPERIANO, Brother Jerick SERANDON
and Brother John Carl Angelo
SARIO to make their vows of Poverty,
Chastity and Obedience for one year
according to the Constitutions of the
Little Work of Divine Providence.
After the first profession, followed
the renewal of vows of Bro. Julius
MAGUIJADO,
Bro.
Jan
Mickail
BANGCAYA and Bro. Estaris EREGIE.
In the afternoon, exactly at 2:30pm,
a new group of eleven young men
made their entrance in to the Novitiate.
They are: BONARES Castillon Evelio,
DAPO Relles Rolando, DOMINGUEZ
Rodriguez Reynato II, ESPINAR Baluyot
Kristian Jude, . ESPIÑA Cañones Jay,
OBIS Talagtag Mark Jayson, OROS
Garabel Jackson, Nov. SAMILLANO
Banesio Jenny Boy,
SIERVO Co
Eumar Sandy,
TARNATE Gonzales
John Paul, and VALERTA Villanueva
Mark Raph who were entrusted
by Fr. Martin to Father Fausto, the
novice master to accompany them
in this new stage of their formation.
The Novitiate of Montalban, this year

will eventually have fifteen novices,
four from India and eleven from the
Philippines. At the moment the Indian
novices are delayed because of the
visa process, but hopefully they will
arrive in a few weeks.
We give thanks to God for the gift of
religious life to our newly professed
brothers and pray for those who
entered the Novitiate. With Don Orione,
we say, Ave Maria and onward.

experiences that will help us re-launch our identity and
mission. Invite others to join and get organized. The
meeting is a journey to be lived together, in the group,
with other travelling companions ... We feel that Don
Orione is on that journey with us, and continues to help
us to live our commitment to follow with enthusiasm our
Lord Jesus.”
Last June 22nd young Orionines
from Lucena and Payatas met in
Dalahican for the launching of their

Launching of the Orionine year of the
youth.
The Orionine Family celebrates the
Orionine Year of the Youth under
the motto: “To listen, to discern
and to live the Mission”. This year’s
celebration of the youth runs
from June 2019 until July 2020.
In the letter of invitation to celebrate
this special year, sent by the
General Superiors of the Sons of
Divine Providence and the Little
Missionary Sisters of Charity, our
young people were encouraged to
be the players of their own journey:

special year. During the event, they
took part in a formation topic, shared
their experiences, and set goals and
objectives for this year.

“Dear young followers of Don Orione, we invite you to
live this journey generously. Don’t just be spectators,
but real players during this year which will be full of
11

Saints For Our Times:
St Peter Julian Eymard - Religious
founder and adorer of the Eucharist.

S

t Peter Julian Eymard was born
at La Mure in the diocese of
Grenoble in the French Alps
in 1811 and ordained priest in
1834. In 1839 he entered the Marist
Congregation at Lyon that was still
in its infancy, where he became
the main collaborator with Fr JeanClaude Colin the founder. His
ministry with the Marist group was
intensive and led to him becoming
the provincial and thus visiting
many of the Marist communities
in France including Paris. It was
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on a visit here that he met the
Association of the nocturnal
adorers of the Blessed Sacrament
at the shrine of Our Lady of Victories
and asked his superiors to set up
a shrine of perpetual adoration
for the Marist Congregation. The
superiors believed this was not
part of their charism and moved
him to a Marist college outside
Paris in the hope that he would
forget the idea. He felt deeply
about the adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament and decided to leave
the Marists in 1856 and with a
French diocesan priest Fr Raymond
de Cuers decided to establish a
group dedicated to adoration of
the Blessed sacrament. They found
a house to rent ironically in a street
called rue d’Enfer (Hell Street!).
He decided that this would be
his life’s work to found a religious
congregation devoted to adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament (The
Blessed Sacrament Fathers). It
was immediately approved by the
local bishop and in 1863 by Pope
Pius IX. Fr Peter Julian Eymard
cultivated celebration of the
Eucharist and adoration among
the people, which included a love
and defence of the poor on the
outskirts of Paris and of priests who
had difficulties in their lives. He
died at the age of 57 after a life of
strenuous work and difficulties in
founding the congregation in his
native village of La Mure on 1st
August 1868. He was canonised in
1962 and in 1995 recorded in the
Roman calendar as “apostle of the

Eucharist”. He was a contemporary
of other famous saints and people
including the Cure d’Ars, St John
Mary Vianney, St Peter Chanel
and St Marcellin Champagnat,
founder of the Marist brothers. He
also accepted the famous artist
Auguste Rodin as a novice into
his congregation. Rodin had been
saddened at the loss of his sister
Maria and gave up art and in a
certain sense felt guilty about her
death because he had introduced
her to an unsuitable partner. He
stayed for a while but was later
advised by Eymard that his true
vocation was to be an artist. He
made a bust of Eymard which now
stands in the Rodin museum in
Paris. One beautiful phrase from
the writings of the saint is: “you take
Communion to be holy not because
you already are”. This reflected
a time when many members of
the Church thought only the very
devout and holy should approach
holy communion.
By decree of the Congregation
for the Sacraments and Divine
Worship, dated 9 December 1995,
SAINT PETER JULIAN EYMARD, PRIEST,
was inserted in the General Roman
Calendar with the rank of optional
memoria.
Font
and
fullness
of
all
evangelization
and
striking
expression of the infinite love
of our divine Redeemer for mankind,
the Holy Eucharist clearly marked
the life and pastoral activity of Peter
Julian Eymard. He truly deserves

to be called an outstanding
apostle of the Eucharist. In fact, his
mission in the Church consisted
in promoting the centrality of the
Eucharistic Mystery in the whole
life of the Christian community.
Today the Congregation of priests
and brothers numbers about one
thousand in thirty countries. In
the British Isles they are in Dublin,
Glasgow and Liverpool.
St John Kemble-a good chap and
a humble man.

S

t John Kemble was eighty years
old when he was hanged. He
lived during a time when the
laws against Catholics and in
particular Catholic priests were
loosely applied. The great fear
of Catholicism died down during
the reign of Charles II. Charles
himself was married to a Catholic,
Catherine of Braganza and during
his reign tried to introduce a bill
to give greater tolerance and
freedom to Catholics but this was
13

opposed by parliament. His brother
James Duke of York became a
Catholic and eventually ascended
the throne as a Catholic but was
soon ousted by the government
who replaced him with his
daughter Mary and her husband
William of Orange, who furthered
the Protestant cause in England.

the age of eighty! On the scaffold
he is reputed to have said to his
executioner who was distraught at
the sentence "Honest Anthony, my
friend Anthony, be not afraid; do
thy office. I forgive thee with all my
heart. Thou wilt do me a greater

In such a situation and far away
from London,the seat of power,John
Kemble was allowed to exercise
his ministry as priest “secretly” in
Herefordshire for 53 years.
He
was known to many people both
Protestant and Catholic and was an
esteemed person. This was partly
because the Earl of Worcester, who
had great influence in the area
was himself a Catholic. In 1678, a
disgruntled former Catholic Jesuit
seminarian, Titus Oates invented
a “plot” against Charles II by his
brother James Duke of York.
When Oates' story was examined
in detail the whole fraud was
exposed, but it gave disgruntled
Protestants
and
ambitious
chancers an opportunity. AntiCatholic politicians used this
plot against the King’s brother
and
Catholics
in
general,
particularly priests. A man from
Monmouthshire William Bedloe,
who was related to the High Sheriff
of Monmouth and had known
various Jesuits in London laid false
information against the leading
Catholics of the area.
John
Kemble was arrested and sent to
London for questioning. Found
innocent of any involvement in a
plot but guilty of being a priest he
was sent back to Hereford to be
hung drawn and quartered…at

kindness
than
discourtesy”.
John Kemble was already dead
when they brought him down
from the gallows and did not have
to undergo the agony of having
his heart torn out and his innards
boiled. He could have spared
himself and given up his faith but
like other martyrs of England and
Wales he chose to remain true to
the faith to inspire all Catholics
and would be Catholics of future
generations.

POPE FRANCIS
P

ope Francis in one of his recent
short morning homilies spoke
of leading a good Christian
life. He was commenting on the
day’s Gospel reading (Mt 10:7-13)
in which Jesus instructs the Apostles
on how to conduct themselves as
they preach the Word of God, Pope
Francis reminded the faithful that, as
successors of the Apostles, Christians
should always be on a journey of
service. “Christian life is to serve”, he
stressed. It is very sad, he continued,
to see “Christians who at the start of
their conversion or of their awareness
of being Christian, serve, are open to
service; they serve the People of God”,
but then wind up using them instead.
This Francis warned, “does great harm
to the People of God”.

As he continued his reflection, the Holy
Father said that “the core of salvation”
is to “give freely what you freely
received”. Because salvation cannot
be bought and was given freely to
us by God, it is a matter of using the
same principle with others as God
demonstrated with us. “Sometimes
when we need something spiritual or a
grace, we say: ‘Well now I will fast, I will
do penance, I will pray a novena...’”.
While all this is good, “let us be careful:
this is not to ‘pay’ for the grace or to
‘purchase’ the grace; this is to expand
your heart so that grace may be
granted”.
Pope Francis noted that this is
particularly true of the pastors of the
Church. It is distressing, he continued,
when “pastors do business with God’s
grace”, because “the Lord’s grace is
free and you must give it freely”.

With regard to spiritual life, “there is
always the danger of slipping” into
the idea of payments, “even when
speaking with the Lord, as if we wished
to bribe the Lord”. Our relationship of
gratuitousness with God “is what will
later help us to share it with others, both
in Christian witness and in Christian
service as in the pastoral life of those
who are pastors of the People of God”.
Thus, Pope Francis concluded, “may
our life of holiness be this expansion of
the heart so that the gratuitousness of
God, God’s grace ... may reach our
heart”.

The New Face Of Orione Online

I

t is clear to all of us that the world
does not stand still. We look around
ourselves every day and see things
rapidly changing. No place more so
than the internet. For some time now
we have felt that our online presence
has not been keeping up with the times.
To remedy this, we are very proud and
excited to announce the launch of a
brand-new website in March 2019.
We see this as a tremendous
opportunity to grow Orione Care in the
online space. Firstly, we are hoping
that the new website becomes the
first point of call for all things Orione. A
place where anybody curious can get
all the knowledge they need about
who Saint Luigi (Don) Orione was,
how The Sons of Divine Providence
grew and how we are continuing
the mission into the 21st century.
We look to use the platform as a centre
of our community. You will be able to
find a community calendar with all
the important events within the charity.
Regular blog posts reporting on what
has been happening all over Orione
Care. Interviews with our volunteers
about what it means to them to be
involved in our movement. Reports on
our fundraising and how that money is
translated into good works across the
globe.
You will also be able to access The
Bridge Magazine itself through the
publications page on the website.
Each new issue will be uploaded
to enjoy online along with a back
catalogue of older issues. It helps
us be more environmentally friendly
by saving paper and reducing our
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carbon footprint. It also helps you by
making it easy to read and share with
friends and family.
Like our hard working and devoted
missionaries spreading the message
of Saint Luigi (Don) Orione through
good and charitable works. We want
to use the power of social media to
spread his mission further to more
people globally.
You may remember how social media
was harnessed some years ago for
the ASL Ice Bucket Challenge. People
shared online videos of themselves
taking part in the challenge across
the globe and helped raise over £100
million for Motor Neuron Disease.
In that spirit we now have Facebook
and Twitter pages dedicated to
promoting the charitable works we do
across the world. We want to harness
that social media magic to inspire
more volunteers to get involved with
us and to raise more money so that
we can help more people who are in
need.
It would be of great help to us if you
visit the website www.orionecare.
org in the coming weeks and give
us feedback about what we can do
to improve. Please also follow us on
Twitter @CareOrione and visit our
Facebook page @OrioneCare.
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Letters:
Dear Fr. Stephen,

Dear all,

I write to thank you and your community,
for the generous contribution to our
mission in Mozambique, after the
tragedy caused by cyclone disaster.
The families of the 10 our brothers
(religious and seminarians) were hit.
Many people are still in quite difficult
situation.

Thank you so much for squeezing
out your valuable time to attend
our leaving party for Precious Fireyi
yesterday at Sundial House, we
had such an amazing turn out
and fun, the residents were quite
happy to see you all. Your visit was
a compliment, we hope you had
fun and we will be looking forward
to seeing you in all our future
celebrations. Kindly pass our love
and appreciation to the rest of the
fathers that turned up yesterday.

Also we here in Brazil are campaigning
to help our brothers in Mozambique.
I will pray and ask all the confreres of
our province (Brazil and Mozambique)
to pray for you, for this generous
gesture.
Fr. Tarcisio and Fr. Fulvio should send
the money directly to Mozambique.
My gratitude and my embrace.
Fr. Rodinei Thomazella
(Provincial Superior)
Dear Fr. Philip,
Thank you for your email; I take this
opportunity to thank you and the
community in Upholland once again
for your warm welcome; I spent
unforgettable days with you guys.
I was inspired by the way you and the
community of St. Teresa prepare for
the Sunday liturgy. You are blessed to
be in that parish, and the community
is also blessed having you as its pastor.
I am now back to Lucena.
Greetings,
Fr. Martin
18

Kind regards.
Patrick Oshad
Manager – Sundial House
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Upholland:

T

he auxiliary bishop of Liverpool
Mgr. Tom Williams and the bishop
of Whitby Paul Ferguson and
Rev Jack Shepherd of Skelmersdale
along with Fr Stephen Beale SDP
were present for the opening of
dementia week at the home.
It is a week dedicated above all to
praying for people with dementia
and their dependents and staff who

20

It is now becoming
House in Uphollan

care for them. It is being promoted
by the pastoral care project of the
Birmingham archdiocese and seeks
to become a yearly slot in the life of
many communities throughout the
country.
Christine
Edge,
the
deputy
administrator and coordinator of
activities presented the timetable of

g an annual event at Cardinal Heenan
nd, Lancashire: Dementia awareness week.
activities that the home offers for
its residents. In the past the home
was mainly for elderly independent
people, but over the last few
years it has specialized in looking
after people with dementia and
Alzheimer’s. There is a great need
today for such work as people
are living much longer and the
number of people with dementia
has increased greatly over the last
ten years. Cardinal Heenan House
sees itself as a pioneer in such
work and hence the celebration
of dementia week which tries to
bring awareness of the needs of
people with dementia and how
to help them. There is always
great participation from the local
people, including young people
who visit from schools in the area.
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ALBANIA:

The SDP community welcomes 400
children of differing faiths in a summer
camp with the theme of peace.

A

t Elbasan, in Albania, 400 children began their summer camp with
the Don Orione community with the general theme “Peace is service”

A peace that is born from encountering other people of different creeds, races
and persuasions and playing games together studying together and living together
sharing life. There were forty volunteers who helped and guided the event with the
help of the religious community and also the Missionary sisters of Mother Teresa. The
camp goes on from 1st July until 12th August.
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UKRAINE:
The construction of a new
church in lviv (Leopolis)

A

t Leopolis (Ukraine) the work of
building a church for the SDP
carries on under the architect
Mario Botta.Cardinal Gualtiero

Bassetti of the Italian Episcopal
Conference also visited the project
called “The Divine Providence
centre”. He was very interested in
the project and its symbolic value of
the Eastern and Western churches.
The new Church, although designed
by a Western architect has also the
symbolism of the Eastern Church. It is
characterised by the ornamentation
of Eastern Churches with an
iconostasis and oriental style seating
and furnishings. The Western and
the Eastern Church embrace each
other in this design as is shown by
the icon of the two apostle brothers
St Peter (Rome) and St Andrew
(Constantinople) who embrace
each other in the sign of communion.
The religious house of the SDP in
Leopolis is dedicated to these two
apostles.
The priests arrived in L’viv (Leopolis) in
2001, without any precise project in
mind. Their first aim was to look after
the needy on the outskirts of the city.
After some time they found a suitable.

piece of land in the northern part of the
city near to a huge housing estate that
grew up in the seventies with tall blocks
of flats for working people and derelict
places round about
One of these derelict
places became the
pied a terre for the
community and was
transformed by the
architect into a new
centre with facilities for meetings and
an outreach to the local people. The
project was completed in 2013 and
has been helping the people of the
area on a regular basis. In September
of 2018 the building of the monastery
of St Peter and St Andrew started and

it is hoped that it will become a centre
of refuge not only for people's physical
needs but their spiritual needs as well.
It is truly a haven of Divine Providence
in the great city of Leopoli, which has
a population of nearly 800 thousand
people.
23

Tree Planting:
A brief history of the SDP in Hampton Wick.

F

r Paul Bidone can fittingly be
described as the Founder of
the Sons of Divine Providence
in England, and even though a
mission to the Italian miners working
in Swansea and Cardiff in 1935 had
been established it did not last due
to the outbreak of World War II, and
the priests returning to their native
Italy.
In 1955 a very devout Roman
Catholic lady Miss Cecilia Cooper
gave number 25 Lower Teddington
Road to Fr Bidone when she heard
of his work. Miss Cooper lived at
number 23. Records at Twickenham
museum and land registry show
that RD Blackmore lived at 25 in
the mid 1850’s. The name perhaps
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means little to most people but if we
add “the writer who wrote the novel
Lorna Doone” it may become more
well known. Blackmore lived for a
great deal of his life in this area and
established fruit gardens here to sell
to the markets in London. It is very
probable that the ancient gnarled
dying mulberry tree in one of these
gardens round about us was the
fruit of his work, hence today the
planting of a new mulberry tree as
a new work begins.
When Fr Bidone received 25 Lower
Teddington Road, he quickly set to
work on making it into a residence
for elderly and mainly homeless
men. Consider that it was only a
few years after the National Health

Act, and that had still not been fully
implemented.
Fr Bidone called
the new house “Westminster House”
because it was in the boundaries
of Westminster archdiocese. Later
Cardinal Griffin called him to the
cathedral and asked him about
the work going on in Hampton
Wick. The Cardinal was impressed
by a work looking after elderly men
and handed Fr Bidone a cheque
for £2000, saying: “I wish it could
be more”. With this endorsement
by the Cardinal Fr Bidone bought
number 27, and joined that building
to number 25 in an age when
planning permissions were not
as rigorous or respected as today,
hence number 23,25 and 27 LTR
became one building, and if you
look closely from the front and from
the back you can see the added
bit that joins them up! In those
time these buildings housed elderly

men in need and the religious
community. Eventually Fr Bidone
went on to purchase number 13
LTR and had it as an eight-bed
nursing station for the men who got
ill. Today it is our central office. He
also purchased 19/21 LTR which
at present is undergoing a major
and costly refurbishment which
will bring a listed building into the
21st century. 29, 31,33 and 35 were
also added in later years and are
for social housing or people in
need of support. The properties
where Orione House now stands
were given in recompense when
the London council compulsorily
purchased and demolished Fatima
House for elderly men and all the
properties of Christ Church Road
Streatham, for new developments
including a new Road. The two
buildings on Station Rd were
demolished to make way for Orione

25

House, the building you see today
opened in 1974. It is on this site that
the new Mulberry Court will rise. Our
Founder St Luigi Orione believed
very much in Divine Providence,
which is not a foolish cop out of
saying God will do everything we
will sit back. Don Orione spent his
energies helping those in need and
loving the Church. And so did Fr
Paul Bidone. He came to England
with ten shillings in his pocket, in
our currency 50 pence, and a
willing heart. With half a pound
of Providence he trusted that God
would help him, but worked hard
too, seeking out help where he
could. Miss Cooper, Cardinal Griffin,
London Council officials and many
others were all protagonists in the
plan of Divine Providence. His faith
and trust paid off and it is thanks to
his trust that you and I, are present
in this garden, starting a new project
on this day in May 2019.
In January of 2019 the SDP
presented their plans to the local
planning authority to develop a
new service with a completely new
building that will be called Mulberry
Court, from the name of an ancient
tree in the gardens. It wll be built
next to the community house and
chapel around the present gardens
that link all the properties together.
Orione Care which has been in
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England since 1952 intends to
create a secure and welcoming
structure for people of middle age
and above. There will be a new
entrance on Lower Teddington
Road as well as access from an
underground car park. It is hoped
that the people who live there will
want the services of the Catholic
Church as there is a chapel on site
with a religious community.
On 21st May, Holy Mass was
celebrated by the local bishop John
Wilson along with concelebrating
priests Fr Marcelo Boschi , delegate
superior and the local confreres.
In the homily Fr Marcelo spoke of
Don Orione and his great love for
the word of God, the poor and the
Church. At the end of Mass the
bishop planted the new Mulberry
tree to continue the historical link
with the old Mulberry tree in the
gardens. May the new venture be a
success and a good service to all
who live in this area close by the
river Thames and the lovely town of
Kingston.
(We add that just a few days
after this ceremony took place
Bishop John Wilson, an auxiliary
in Westminster was promoted to
Archbishop of Southwark. We wish
him every success in his new and
important role).

Staff news:

uring the past year or so some
D
of Orione Care’s employees
and volunteers have been busy

doing their regular work routines
and although we are grateful for
this on a daily basis we thought
it important to occasionally stop
and do something to demonstrate
our appreciation in a little more
pronounced way. We do this at
Christmas when there is usually
a buzz all around but on the 21st
May 2019, during the garden party
to mark the feast of Saint Luigi
Orione with a Eucharist presided
over by Bishop John Wilson and
plant a new mulberry tree to
mark the beginning of the new
development work, Orione Care
made presentations to a number
of employees and others for their
achievements during the year,
both in their jobs and also in areas
that went beyond their work roles.

From Cardinal Heenan House,
Upholland, Lancashire one of the
newer employees, Tracy Shaw, was
recognised for completing her
Care Certificate; Christine Edge
and Kelly McPherson (Deputy
Managers)
for
attending
a
course in well led management.
Christine Edge, Jan Woodward
and Pauline Fairhurst were also
acknowledged for their strenuous
efforts in fundraising that led to
the installation of a defibrillator at
Cardinal Heenan House.
The Molesey Horticulture and Arts
Services had two of their clients who
had worked very hard to complete
their own personal development
story were given a certificate
and gift to acknowledge their

achievement and the Manager,
Karen Chia also thanked for the
effort she has put in to ensuring the
project continues to function in a
positive and professional manner.
Two of the support staff, Simon
Speyers and Christine Bridgeman,
were also recognised for their
contributions in developing good
relationships with the client group
(and Christine for writing up
contributions to this publication).
Hadleigh Moon, student, bank
worker, and now keeping an eye
on the new web site was thanked
for agreeing to take up the cudgel
on the web site at short notice.
At St John’s, Teddington the
manager, Gloria Gillespie, was also
acknowledged for the effort that
she has put into leading the team
there whilst also pursuing her own
personal development through the
level 5 diploma in Leadership and
Management.
And finally, but not least, the
entire team of Sundial House, East
Molesey were awarded a certificate
in recognition of being a team that
goes well beyond the minimum
and demonstrates Orionine values
of fairness, adaptability, integrity
and respect, doing good under
the leadership of their manager
Precious Fireyi.
The team are
made up of Alfred Sawyerr, Patrick
Oshad, Steven Davis. (Since the
21st May Jean Simmons has rejoined the team at Sundial House,
Precious has gone off to do other
things and Patrick has taken over
the role of registered manager).

John Tonner
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Are We Ashamed of the Gospel?
Are We Ashamed of the Gospel?
“All it takes for evil to flourish is for a
good man to remain silent”
Too often in this day and age we come
across scenarios that may well make
some Catholics feel uncomfortable
when it comes to witnessing to the
truths of the faith. Gone are the days
when Catholics felt more comfortable
talking about the Faith. Instead there
now seems to be a reticence or a
cognitive dissonance when it comes
to openly witnessing to the faith for
fear of offending those swept up in
the secularism that pervades our
world in an attempt to replace moral
ethics with replications that are soul
destroying rather than soul enriching.
The socially acceptable days of
Christianity seem to be over, no longer
is it easy to be an authentic witness
by proclaiming the Gospel but this is
the cost of discipleship. Faithfulness
to the Gospel message is the route to
eternal life, albeit the world we live in
has better ideas on how to achieve
happiness, many of which are alien
to our Catholic ethos.
The ‘go along to get along’ attitude is
not acceptable when preserving the
tenets of the faith; I have witnessed
this cognitive dissonance personally
when a doctor once informed me
that he was against abortion but
could not impose his view on those of
his patients who requested referrals
for terminations; sad to say the least.
Being Catholic today is a challenge
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but remember those out there who
are seeking God but often need help
to find Him. On the Journey Home
programme on EWTN there are so
many inspiring accounts of how priests
and lay people transitioned from other
faiths home to Rome. Their journeys
were long and often arduous but they
persevered in their endeavours to find
the One True Faith.
Ours is not a ‘prosperity gospel’ but
the Word of God given to us that we
may not seek glory but take up our
cross daily and follow Jesus.

Paula Hagan
February 28th 2019
THE CRISIS IN THE CHURCH….
A Lay Reflection
“There is nothing concealed that will
not be revealed” (Luke 12:1-7)
The Catholic Church is no stranger to
persecution; it began more than 2000
years ago when the Father sent His
Only Son to give His life on a Cross in
order that we might be saved.
Over
several
centuries
since,
the Church has suffered many
persecutions but in more recent
decades the Catholic Church has
suffered an unprecedented form of
persecution in the form of clerical
sexual abuse of minors combined with
homosexuality within the priesthood.
Might I say here that those who suffer
mostly because of this scandal are
the victims of clerical sexual abuse;
priests, bishops and Cardinals who
are totally innocent of any such
crime also suffer as many attach such

The crisis in the church….
behaviour to all priests, bishops and
Cardinals which is totally unwarranted.
Given the media cover of the scandal
and the shaken faith of many, several
Catholics have decided to leave
the Church because of the crisis; a
practice that one day will hopefully
be reversed in many; if one’s faith
is strong enough there would be no
desire to desert the Church in this
present crisis but instead to pray more
for it to be completely resolved and
support our innocent clergy.
Now that the depth of the clerical
sexual abuse scandal in the US in
particular has been exposed through
the Pennsylvanian Court, there is an
understandable outcry, especially
from the victims for an end to the
secrecy and cover up attached to this
heinous crime. Bishops being unwilling
to take the matter further because
of the fear of causing scandal have
offered financial recompense to the
victims in order to silence them and
moved abusers to other parishes
rendering the bishops in question to
be complicit in any ensuing crimes.
Between the clerical sexual abuse
and the homosexual lobby also
now exposed within the Church we
are facing one of the most extreme
persecutions in Church history. There
has to be a way of ending this crisis.
Prayer of course is essential but it must
also be combined with action in both
areas. The fairly recent Bishops Summit
in Rome over a four day period invoked
by Pope Francis has acknowledged
past clerical sexual abuse of minors
and how to ensure the safeguarding
of minors; it has not in many opinions

dealt with the homosexual cause of
such abuse. Clericalism may play
a part but homosexual priests who
entered seminary with this inclination
have spread such error, especially
at seminarian level where sexual
abuse has led many aspirants to
the priesthood to leave their studies,
totally confused about the Catholic
Faith to the point of leaving the
Church. The book by Michael Rose
‘Goodbye Good Men’ is a hard
read but highlights the level of false
teaching required for aspirants with
regard to homosexual activity in
various seminaries, especially in the
US.
Pope Francis himself has spoken of the
‘gay lobby’ within the Vatican whilst
also instructing the Italian bishops
during their ‘ad limina’ gathering
not to admit any aspirant who had
homosexual tendencies for formation
to the priesthood. Let us pray that all
those who are clandestine active
homosexuals within the Church
will do the right thing and resign
from active ministry. Our Church
was founded by Jesus Christ to be
One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic.

Paula Hagan
July 10th 2019
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Conference of Religious (CoR) AG

I
asked permission to represent FDP at
existing structures, but also to provide
the CoR AGM. My experience is that
hope of new living accommodation
there is always something interesting
that will last for at least a few decades.
that we can share and something that
we can receive. This year’s “wineskins” Whilst in Swanwick I was spiritually
theme tied in with where we The Sons
connected with Hampton Wick as we
of Divine Providence (FDP) and many
reflected on talks and group listening
religious congregations find ourselves
sessions which very much mirrored
at the crossway / crossroads (as St. the way the Archdiocese of Liverpool
Paul would say), guided by the Holy
is preparing for its 2020 Synod.
Spirit, having to reflect and take stock,
making difficult and sometimes painful
For the 2020 Synod preparations,
decisions, letting go and also trying to
I was invited to be a member for
look forward to the future - walking into
religious representatives to listen and
the unknown - with serenity, trust, hope, feedback. My listening has taken
enthusiasm and joy.
a different form. With my interest in
The
simultaneous
gathering
at
social care, I was trying to see how
Hampton Wick on May 21, to launch
to network throughout parishes to
the proposed replacement of Orione
reach out to care homes and receive
House with a new build of Mulberry
feedback to feed into the analysis
Court, marked by a Eucharistic
team. The task is too enormous for
Celebration, the planting of a Mulberry
one person. However, listening to Fr.
Tree and the exposé of the past, Matthew Nunes, and with assistance
present and future received positive
from Matt Jeziorski, I was guided to a
feedback and laid the path that could “user friendly” format of the questions
lead to fulfilment of a project not only
published by Nugent Care, that
to build new structures and upgrade
is available on-line. Each parish /
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GM, Swanwick 20 – 22 May 2019
listening group is encouraged to be
innovative and to go outside the box
where necessary.
Out of the box Returning to the CoR
AGM, on day two, having listened
to reflections from Sr. Pat Murray
IBVM, we reflected and then shared
our views of topics for the future
development by CoR. First, we met as
our table number and then we split
50/50 and joined with another table
– half stayed on the same table, and
half joined another table. The fruit of
our joint conversations were written on
post-its and shared in the afternoon
session. The headings included
Mother Earth: Environment / Ecology;
Homelessness: people living in cars,
sofa surfing; Care of the elderly: the
frail and vulnerable, religious; there
was a suggestion for a prayer board
and positive news in religious care
homes; Networking: to speak with one
voice on positiveness.
There were other topics too including
slavery and inter-faith dialogue with
Muslims, but these appear to have
a voice and action is being taken.
Our groups felt that the above topics
should be highlighted, and I asked
permission from our Liverpool group
representatives and from Paul Smyth
(Chair) to bring them to the Synod
feedback group as issues raised by
religious for future consideration. In this
way giving a voice from CoR that may
bear fruit in the future for Liverpool as
well as throughout England and Wales.
Tying in with the above, was a
conference-call during the AGM
from Amanda Francis of Buzzacotts
accountants. She spoke of the need

for each religious congregation to
reflect on the impact it has – “How,
What, It’s effect”. She said the Charity
Commission is looking at us under
these headings. Amanda suggested
we need to speak about / promote
ourselves. As religious, we must
demonstrate the direct and indirect
impact on our service users and the
wider general public by telling stories
– from the pulpit, through social media
etc., - use of photos, case studies –
with permission in the form of written
consent within GDPR regulations.
Demonstration with financial evidence
is helpful but not essential. When
Religious Congregations demonstrate
how money has been spent, and
when they acknowledge financial
support, interest often increases.
Standing at the crossroads, guided
by the Spirit’s voice, we ask where
will we be in 5 years, 10 years and
20 years time? We ask the question
“what is the role of CoR and our
congregations within society and
the Church? How to move forward?
Initial fruit of the CoR AGM was for
congregational representatives to
look at all the headings displayed
on large paper sheets and to write
what charitable works / activities we
are involved in already and to sign
up to things that we can be involved
in in the future. Pope Francis says
“dream, dare, do”! With on-going and
new initiatives there is an opportunity
to live and enjoy the reality and
effect of “new wine into new skins”.

Fr. Stephen Beale FDP
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ST TERESAS PARISH
PARISH CELEBRATION DAY

T

his traditional church gathering is
a way for members, visitors and
local community alike to get to
know each other in a safe and caring
environment. Aside from enjoying a
tasty spread of picnic foods, most
family fun days also include a
range of games and activities that
encourage families to have a good
time. Why do St Teresa’s Parish hold
this day annually on the 1st Sunday
in July? Main reason is to publicise
what is happening alongside church
services in our Parish and to have
an open fun filled experience with
others whom we work, live and pray
alongside.

delighted to welcome to our day as
part of the local community. They led
an impressive display of embroidered
flags up the Aisle to the Altar with
dignity, respect and obvious pride.
Refreshments and information stalls
were across our Car Park, in the club
next door (which is not owned by the
Church itself but is a separate entity
run by paid members). Welcome
cards for any more information were
prominently displayed around the
church club free refreshments, for
completion by any interested in
learning more or those volunteering
for behind the scenes practical work.
There was also a Shalom group photo
display courtesy Sebastian Williams
which gave people the opportunity
to see some of the varied activities of
one of our two Family groups. A roving
magician gave amazing examples of
his craft to those in their gazebos and
picnic areas on the Back Presbytery
Lawn.
Party Central Entertainments who have
provided exotic animals’ experience
the last two years, were again an
excellent addition to the excitement
of our day delighting children and

The day commenced with 10 am
Child centred Mass with children’s
liturgy, Little Church play and joyful
music group. Numbers were swelled
by the local Scouts parade of flags
with their families whom Fr. Philip was
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H UPHOLLAND
adults with hands on, close up animal
encounters. The detailed knowledge
and obviously loving and caring
handler knew their individual animals.
Parish Administrator Eleanor Williams
recommended Dapper Donkeys CIC
who attended, “We hired two donkeys
at short notice and what can I say
we are blown away by the fantastic
service we received today for our
Church celebration. Everyone loved
the donkeys and the staff Heather and
Ellie were fantastic so nice and great
with SEN children too. No one was left
out even big kids got to pet and walk
the donkeys. Thank you so much you
made so many children and grownups
happy.”
Children Sebastian Seraphina and
Rosaline Williams helped for their Faith
in Action Award along with Joseph and
Kitty Penman who are also moving to
next level. They had been presented
with their awards by the Archbishop in
Leyland earlier in the month. Seraphina
had her own pink princess reading
tent where she read stories to much

younger children, instilling in them
her own love of reading. Rosaline
helped walk the donkeys and keep
the queue in order and the other
children, Sebastian. Joseph and Kitty
were invaluable at helping raise the
tents/ putting out tables and chairs/
moving and labelling bins etc., taking
and giving instructions in a cheerful
manner.
Thanks to all who attended, but
especially to Christine Southworth,
Penman, Piper, Williams and Hill
families for setting up and tidying
away. To all the ladies who did a
sterling job preparing and serving the
refreshments, to the music group and
Children’s liturgy, to Upholland Scouts
and our entertainment providers,
Dapper Donkeys, Party Central Animal
experience, and the magician.Thanks
also to Jeanette and Frank McNamara
who provided the strawberries.

Marie Therese Hill
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The Book of Remembrance
Our Book of Remembrance is dedicated to the Benefactors and Friends of the Sons of Divine Providence.

If you wish your name or
that of any person, living or
deceased, to be inscribed in
this Book, please fill in the form
below. All those inscribed in
the book share in the prayers
and Masses offered daily
by the Sons of the Divine
Providence. Cheques, POs
should be made payable to
The Sons of Divine Providence.
Name to be inscribed:
Please accept my OFFERING of: £
NAME of donor (Mr.Mrs.Miss) Address:

Mass Offerings
Mass intentions will be celebrated at Hampton Wick. Please
make cheques payable to the Sons of Divine Providence.
Cheque enclosed for £
Mass to be offered for:

Please tick appropriate box:

RIP

Get Well

Thanksgiving

Birthday

Special Intention

Name:
Address:

Please acknowledge my offering
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No acknowledgement required.

Please Donate
to our work!
The Sons of Divine Providence

Donation

If you are a basic rate tax payer, please fill in the Gift Aid Declaration form below.
This will enable us to claim back the tax and make your donation go even further
I enclose a donation of:

Name:
Address:

Gift Aid Declaration
For past, present and future donations

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all
qualifying gifts of money made

Today
In the past 4 years
In Future
Please tick all boxes you wish to apply

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and
/ or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that
is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or
Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will
reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other
taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand
the charity will reclaim 28p of tax on every £1 that I gave up to
5 April 2008 and will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give
on or after 6 April 2008.

Donors Details
Title:			

First Name				

Surname:

Full Address Including Postcode:

Date:				Signature:

Please notify the Sons of Divine Providence if you:
• Want to change this declaration • Change your name or home address • No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/ or capital gains

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to
you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and
Customs to adjust your tax code.

Telephone: 020 8977 5130 Fax: 020 8977 0105
Email: info@orionecare.org www.sonsofdivineprovidence.org
13 Lower Teddington Road, Hampton Wick, Surrey, KT1 4EU
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JESUS IS OUR LIFE!
We ask young people to consider our life of dedication

For more information:
Phone or write to Fr Stephen Beale

Phone or write to Fr John Perrotta

Tel: 01695 622 516 / 622 885

Tel: 0044 20 8977 5130

E-mail: sbeale@orionecare.org

E-mail: johnperrotta208@gmail.com

Tel: 020 8977 5130
E-mail: info@orionecare.org
Don Orione World updates:

www.sonsofdivineprovidence.org

www.donorione.org

“Dear benefactors, you are my bank!” With these simple but effective words St. Luigi
Orione got people to help his work.
“How YOU can help the Sons of Divine Providence to do good, according to the motto
of their Founder, St. Luigi Orione”
• BY PRAYER: Only God can make us grow greater in numbers and in goodness,
everything is a gift from Him
• BY SENDING US GOOD VOCATIONS: men who want to be priests or brothers, and
women who want to be sisters
• BY SENDING DONATIONS or REMEMBERING US IN YOUR WILL: to our various houses for
the people we help, and to our missions via our head office in Hampton Wick
• BY TELLING PEOPLE ABOUT OUR WORK, OUR HOMES AND OUR MISSIONS.
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