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Fr Philip Kehoe
Coordinator

Someone is involved in a 
terrible accident on Friday, 
multiple fractures, broken 

legs, severe body wounds, 
lacerations to the body caused 
by the impact of the vehicle.  
Would you expect to see them 
up and about a week later?
 
Maybe for that reason the two 
disciples of Emmaus did not 
recognise Jesus. Maybe that’s 
why Mary Magdalene didn’t 
recognize him, thinking him the 
gardener. Maybe that’s why 
none of the disciples recognised 
him on the shore of Galilee 
and thought they were seeing 
a ghost.  Even more than the 
accident, Jesus was proclaimed 
dead and the disciples thought 
that was the end of the matter.  If 
you look at the gospel stories just 
after the crucifixion, the disciples 
are all sad and despondent, 
even the two Emmaus travellers!
Strangely,  although he’s been 
walking with them for quite some 
time and speaking to them they 
do not recognize him.  It is only 
when they invite him in for sup-
per and he breaks the bread that 
they recognize him, and then 

"The resurrection” by Nicolas Bertin  Paris 17th cent.

what does he do?  He disappears!  
“You will recognize me in the 
breaking of bread-the EUCHARIST”  
You don’t need me physically with 
you any more.  “You will recognize 
me in the breaking of bread-the 
EUCHARIST”.   That’s where Jesus is 
very much present:  in the Eucharist.  
The Eucharist  is His abiding mes-
sage. I am going from you now he 
says at the Ascension, but  I will not 
leave you orphans, I will be with you 
till the end of time, in the Eucharist, 
in the Holy Spirit who makes the 
Eucharist present on the altar, the 
Holy Spirit who works inside the 
believers and sometimes outside 
of them! That is what Easter is all 
about: Despair followed by Hope. 
D a r k n e s s  fo l l owe d  by  L i g h t . 
Sadness followed by joy.
 
With best wishes for the  
Easter season.   
 
E A S T E R   J O Y ! 

Fr Philip and confreres



Cardinal Heenan care home 
have started monthly 
Dementia Friends’ sessions 

for staff, relatives and the local 
community. In February the staff at 
The  Fox  Inn at Roby Mill attended 
a session led by Christine Edge one 
of the Deputy Managers who is 
also a Dementia friends Champion 

The Alzheimer’s Society’s Dementia 
Friends programme is the biggest 
ever initiative to change people’s 
perceptions of dementia. It aims to 
transform the way the nation thinks, 
acts and talks about the condition.

Whether you attend a face-to-face 
Information Session or watch the 
online video, Dementia Friends 
is about learning more about 
dementia and the small ways you 
can help. From telling friends about 

the Dementia Friends programme 
to visiting someone you know living 
with dementia, every action counts.

Christine who is a Dementia 
Friend’s champion said “ I always 
find the book case analogy is the 
thing that makes people think and 
really helps understand what it’s 
like to live with dementia. It was 
lovely to have the local pub join 
us and shows how supportive 
they are to the home. They 
previously held a coffee morning 
and donated the proceeds to us”.

The session was very informative, 
and everyone wore their badges 
with pride at the end of the session. 

Christine  Edge
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We are grateful to Midstream clients and staff who keep 
our grounds around Cardinal Heenan House in such 
good order all year round and to the education group 

of clients who visit the residents twice weekly to assist clearing 
tables after lunch and preparing and serving afternoon tea.
The photo shows the latest project that involved clearing the brook 
of debris to assist easy flow of water and a healthier environment.
We are delighted that a tradition has been created whereby the 
religious community host an annual lunch in January. Everyone 
enjoyed a hearty meal followed by chill-out time around the log fire 
and a sing song together.

MIDSTREAM



In February in the hermitage 
of  Sant’Alberto di Butrio (Pavia  
Italy), Bro Patrick Martinelli 

Pretti made his first profession.

Patrick, who belongs to the Brazilian 
hermitage of Bro. Ave Maria at 
Valenca in Brazil has been in Italy 
to deepen his awareness and 
knowledge of the eremitical life 
and to learn more about 
Bro Ave Maria and St Luigi 
Orione.    The Mass of first 
profession was presided 
over by the Superior 
General Fr Tarcisio 
Veiera along with the 
Vicar General Fr Oreste 
Ferrari.  Present were also 
the community of the 
hermitage and invited 
confreres, and the Mother 
Superior of the sisters Sr 
Mary Mabel Spagnuolo 
and some Brazilian sisters.

Many people who live around 
the hermitage and Patrick’s 
friends who know him as Brother 
Patrick known for his simplicity, 
gentleness and prayerfulness 
came along for the event.

“Your ‘here I am’ ”  Fr Tarcisio said in 
his homily “is a similar affirmation 
given by three different vocations 

Sant’Alberto Di Butrio  
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we heard about in the readings 
of today. The vocation of Isaiah,  
of Paul and of Peter.  Every vocation 
is unique.Vocation is about faith 
and trust in Jesus. This leads to 
a hope that goes beyond the 
present to a certainty founded 
not on our qualities and abilities 
but on the word of God. Vocation 
means trusting in Jesus: He moves  
forward and moves forward with 
us! Our own Founder St Luigi 
Orione with the example of his 
holy life, completely dedicated 
to the Lord had this trust.  For him 
vocation  -  call and response – 
was a daily occurrence. A few 
days before his death, already 
with lots of health problems, he 
had written: ‘I feel now more than 
ever that I am a poor useless rag: 
I trust in the mercy of the Lord and 
in  prayer (…) For the little the Lord 
now wants from me, I am ready!  
 In  sickness and in health, I am ready! 
From the beginning to the end I 
am ready!: Everyday I am ready!”.

The First Profession Of Vows Of The Hermit  
Brother Patrick Martinelli Pretti Sdp Took Place.
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The Sons of Divine Providence was 
formally established in 1903, 116 
years ago.  Anyone alive at that 

time and involved in its inception will 
almost certainly be in heaven by now, 
but still some will be alive who met 
these people during their life time.  Each 
generation passes the baton to the next 
and after 116 years that baton is well 
and truly passed on from those involved 
in the foundation of the Congregation.
In the United Kingdom the 
Congregation was legally 
established as a charity in 1952 
(we now use the name Orione Care), 

66 years ago, and much can be said 
for the charity as for the Congregation, 
except some of those involved in the 
foundation of the charity are still waiting 
their turn for entering heaven, but have 
passed on that baton just the same.
During this current year of 2019 the 
charity trustees agreed to a strategic 
direction for the next 5 years with a 
desire to ensure the continuation of 
the Congregation’s presence here 
in the United Kingdom and to help 
spread that presence around the world.
 
Our Strategy
The charity in the United Kingdom has 
traditionally received income from 
care home fees, rents from housing 
and donations and legacies.  In recent 
years, with the costs of providing care 
services increasing disproportionately 
to the levels of fees provided by 
local authorities, the charity has 

had to close a number of the care 
homes, Caroline House and Orione 
House being the two most recent.
The current care homes, including 
Cardinal Heenan House in Lancashire, 
St John’s in Middlesex and Sundial 
House in Surrey struggle to pay their 
way.  
The trustees of Orione Care have 
agreed that the future of the charity lies 
in its housing provision and that we will, 
as a strategic policy, concentrate on 
developing this aspect of our services, 
as the general policy nationwide is 
to provide care and support within 

the context of an individual’s home.  
Orione Care is a registered social 
landlord and would be better 
developing housing services with a 
view to making provision for people 
in need of social and affordable 
housing in Surrey and in Lancashire. 
This movement will be spread over a 
five - year period from 2019 to 2024.
This strategy should see the income 
from services begin to cover the costs 
and to make provision for a sovereign 
fund to sustain the congregation and 
the charity as well as free up resources 
to meet new needs as they arise.
 
How to achieve this strategy?
During 2018 the trustees agreed to 
establish two development companies 
to redevelop the sites at Hampton 
Wick and East Molesey in Surrey.  This 
approach reduces the level of risk to the 
charity.  These two companies are owned 
by the charity and any surplus funds 

HAMPTON WICK    DEVELOPMENT

Impression of the new Mulberry Court
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will always be returned to the charity.
The companies have been authorised to 
borrow capital funds to help redevelop 
the land belonging to the charity in a 
manner that will give the charity the 
financial stability it needs and at the 
same time develop additional social 
housing for people who might not 
otherwise be able to afford to live in 
the places where the charity operates.
 
Hampton Wick, Surrey
The first project has been the demolition 
and replacement of the building 
where Orione House once stood.  It is 

proposed that 28 apartments (Mulberry 
Court) be built on this site to provide 
housing for people over 65 years of age.  
These will be sold to the occupants 
as leaseholders so they will own their 
home and Orione Care will provide 
the management, maintenance 
and support to ensure that there is a  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
safe and secure community 
environment for people to live in.  This 
will be enhanced by redeveloping all 
of the properties of the charity next to 

Mulberry Court, including the religious 
community accommodation and 
chapel, to create additional social 
housing around the religious community.  
For more information please go to 
Orione Care’s web site at http://
orionecare-staging.hostwell.co.uk/our-
future/

INVITATION  to the planting of a 
mulberry tree, on Tuesday 21st May at 
12 noon. Bishop John Wilson,  Auxiliary 
Bishop of Westminster and titular Bishop 
of Lindisfarne, who has pastoral care of 
the deaneries in the western area of 
the Westminster Diocese, will preside 
at a liturgical celebration for the 
feast of Saint Luigi Orione (transferred 
from the 16th of May), followed by an 
inauguration of the redevelopment 
of the services at the Sons of Divine 
Providence site in Hampton Wick.  
Weather permitting the Mass will be 
followed by a getting to know one 
another light lunch and refreshments 
in the gardens of the new project at 25 
Lower Teddington Road, Hampton Wick, 
Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT1 4EU.
All are invited by the religious 
community at Hampton Wick to come 
to both the Mass and/or the garden 
lunch afterwards.  It is hoped that this 
will provide an opportunity to meet up 
with the local organsiations who have 
been helping with the redevelopment 
as well as some of the local councillors 
and the development team of Orione 
Care, our partners Lifestyle Residences 
and of course the trustees and religious 
of the Sons of Divine Providence.
Please e-mail if you plan to 
come (for catering purposes)  
info@orionecare.org
 
In the years ahead the charity will 
continue to review the housing needs 
across our areas of activity.
      

HAMPTON WICK    DEVELOPMENT

Orione House before the demolition
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In one of his recent homilies at the morning Mass in St Martha, 
Pope Francis identified three “signs” of behaviour that can help 
us discern our capacity to love others and God: our willingness 

to pray for our neighbours, including those we do not like; to refrain 

from “feelings of jealousy and envy”; and, above all, to avoid gossip. 

Referring once more to the First Letter of the Apostle John (4:19-
5:4), Pope Francis warned that the spirit of the world is a liar, “a 
spirit of appearances”, whereas the spirit of God “is true”. Indeed, 
“he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot 
love  God whom he has not seen” (v. 20). The Pope explained if 
you cannot love God “concretely”, then you do not love God”. 

The Holy Father suggested we ask ourselves some questions to 
help us discern the three “signs” that can indicate our capacity to 
love our brothers and sisters: ‘Do I pray for my brother, including my 
enemies?’. ‘Do I feel jealous and envious of them and wish them 
harm?’. And lastly, ‘do I gossip?’, which, he said, can taste sweet like 
“honey drops”, which may seem like a good thing but instead cause 
destruction. Gossiping, he stressed, is the “most mundane sign 
that I do not love my neighbour” and thus that I do not love God. 

The “spirit of the world”, he concluded, “is defeated by this spirit of 
faith: believing that God is in my brother, in my sister”. Only faith, Pope 
Francis repeated, “will give us the strength not to gossip, to pray for 
everyone, ... and to prevent feelings of jealousy and envy from growing”. 

Pope Francis: Interreligious Dialogue
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Part of Pope Francis’ address at the interreligious dialogue meeting in 
the United Arab Emirates, Founder’s Memorial (Abu Dhabi), Monday,  
4 February 2019.

As-salámu alaykum! Peace be with you!

I give heartfelt thanks to His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum and Doctor Ahmad Al-Tayyib, Grand Imam of Al-
Azhar, for their words. I am grateful to the Council of Elders for the 
meeting that we have just had at the Grand Mosque of Sheikh Zayed. 

I also cordially greet Mr. Abd Al-Fattah Al-Sisi, President of the Arab 
Republic of Egypt, land of Al-Azhar. I cordially greet the civil and religious 
authorities and the Diplomatic Corps. Allow me also to thank you sincerely 
for the warm welcome that you all have given to me and our delegation.

I also thank all those who have contributed to making this journey 
possible and who have worked with dedication, enthusiasm and 
professionalism towards this event: the organizers, those in the Protocol 
Office, the security personnel, and all who have made their contribution 
in various ways “behind the scenes”. A special word of thanks also 
to Mr Mohamed Abdel Salam, former Adviser to the Grand Imam. 

From your country, my thoughts turn to all the countries of this peninsula. 
To them I address my most cordial greetings, with friendship and esteem. 
 
With a heart grateful to the Lord, in this eighth centenary of the meeting 
between Saint Francis of Assisi and Sultan al-Malik al Kãmil, I have 
welcomed the opportunity to come here as a believer thirsting for 
peace, as a brother seeking peace with the brethren. We are here 
to desire peace, to promote peace, to be instruments of peace.

Pope Francis: Interreligious Dialogue
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The logo of this journey depicts a dove with an olive branch. It is an image 
that recalls the story – present in different religious traditions – of the primordial 
flood. According to the biblical account, in order to preserve humanity from 
destruction, God asked Noah to enter the ark along with his family. Today, we too 
in the name of God, in order to safeguard peace, need to enter together as one 
family into an ark which can sail the stormy seas of the world: the ark of fraternity.

The point of departure is the recognition that God is at the origin of the one 
human family. He who is the Creator of all things and of all persons wants us to 
live as brothers and sisters, dwelling in the common home of creation which 
he has given us. Fraternity is established here at the roots of our common 
humanity, as “a vocation contained in God’s plan of creation”.  This tells us that 
all persons have equal dignity and that no one can be a master or slave of others.

We cannot honour the Creator without cherishing the sacredness of every 
person and of every human life: each person is equally precious in the 
eyes of God, who does not look upon the human family with a preferential 
gaze that excludes, but with a benevolent gaze that includes. Thus, to 
recognize the same rights for every human being is to glorify the name of 
God on earth. In the name of God the Creator, therefore, every form of 
violence must be condemned without hesitation, because we gravely 
profane God’s name when we use it to justify hatred and violence against 
a brother or sister. No violence can be justified in the name of religion.

“The privilege that we have to 
Adore Him every day is one of 
his greatest gifts.  If you have 
a clean heart, you will be able 
always to see that wonderful 

connection between the bread  
of life and the broken body of 

Christ in the poor”
Saint Teresa of Calcutta

A Sponsorship scheme run by the Sons of Divine Providence and 
their friends and supporters for poor children in the Third World

£10 per month can CHANGE a child’s life now

Your contribution can buy food, water, clothing, medicine, education and 
life skill training

For further information please contact: 
Sons of Divine Providence, 25 Lower Teddington Road,  

Hampton Wick, Surrey, KT1 4HB

Email: johnperrotta208@gmail.com
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Hopefully we will have our new website fully operational soon.  It will 
be a chance to link with other  Don Orione sites around the world and 
a way of easily staying in touch with what we are doing in England 

and on our missions.  Please look out for updates in future editions.

WWW. New Website
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Ten years since the first visit of the 
Congregation to the Diocese of Lucena

The first Orionine religious to visit the diocese of Lucena was Fr. Tarcisio 
Vieira, our Superior General, when he was ser ving as General Councillor. 
On May 7th 2009, he visited Mgr. Emilio Marquez, accompanied by 

FDP missionaries working in the Philippines. Bishop Marquez offered our 
Congregation the pastoral care of San Rafael Chapel in Dalahican, Lucena City.

The following year in June, religious of community of Payatas began 
the pastoral work in Dalahican and Talao-Talao. On September 1, 2011 
the religious community was finally established in Alupaye, Pagbilao, 
composed of Fr. Joseph Van Cu, Fr. Stefan Bulai and Fr. Martin Mroz.

On February 20 of this year, with the help of the General Council, we 
were able to purchase a piece of land in order to continue with the 
developments of the Congregation in this Diocese. We will soon begin 
in Lucena the aspirancy year: it will be a time for young men aspiring to 
the priesthood to be introduced in the life of the Congregation, before 
proceeding to Montalban to start their studies of philosophy.

We thank all our sponsors who contribute in many ways to our mission 
in the Philippines. Contemplating the first Filipino priests, novices, 
seminarians and clerics in tirocinium and theology gives us courage 
and inspiration to continue our mission in the spirit of Don Orione. 

Fr. Martin SDP

Philippines: LUCENA
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Pope,  philosopher and global 
missionary Karol Jozef Wojtyla 
was born in Wadowice in Poland 

near Cracow on 18th March 1920.  

He was elected Pope on 16th 
October 1978 and a few days 
later on 22nd October began his 
great ministry to the Church and 
the world.  His whole life revolved 
around the witness to charity in the 
capacity he had of giving himself 
generously and without reserve or 
counting the cost to the service 
of the Church and mankind. His 
pastoral visits to many countries 
were phenomenal, and in this he 
demonstrated his great love for 
the people of God throughout the 
world.  What moved John Paul was 
his deep love for Christ to whom 
he had devoted his life abidingly 
and unreservedly.  It is because 

Saints For Our Times:
he was totally dedicated to God 
that he was able to be so close to 
humanity and he poured forth the 
sweet balm of charity wherever 
he went. Because of his deep 
rootedness in Christ, his waning 
physical strength and weakness 
never affected his rock-solid faith 
in Christ. He allowed himself to be 
consumed for Christ, for the Church 
and for the world.  His example was 
a life lived in suffering for love and 
with love.  He died on the evening 
of Saturday 2nd April 2005 just 
before the Sunday of the Divine 

Mercy which he himself instituted 
at the canonisation of St Faustina 
Kowalska on 30th April 2000, for 
the universal Church.  From that 
evening and until the 8th April he 
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Saints For Our Times:St John Paul II

was laid in state at the Vatican so 
that the faithful of the world could 
pass by and say a prayer, and pay 
their respects.    Pope John Paul II 
was canonised along with Pope 
John XXIII on 27th April 2014 (Divine 
Mercy Sunday) by Pope Francis.  His 
feast day however, 22nd October 
allows it to fall outside of Eastertide 
and thus be properly celebrated.  
He is buried in the crypt of St Peter’s 
basilica in Rome and the following 
words are inscribed on the coffin in 
which he was buried: 
 

English Translation: 
Body of John Paul II,  
Supreme Pontiff
He lived 84 years,  
10 months,  
15 days.  
He presided  
over the Universal  
Church 26 years,  
5 months, 17 days.  
Died 2nd April
Anno Domini  
2005

CORPUS IOANNIS PAULI II P.M.
VIXIT A. LXXXIV M. X DIES XV

ECCLESIAE UNIV. PRAEFUIT
A. XXVI M. V D. XVII

DECESSIT DIE II M. APRILIS 
ANNO DOMINI MMV
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On the 3rd June the king 
of Uganda,  Mwanga II 
gathered together the pages 

of his royal court and separated 
them into known Christians and 
those who had not undergone 
conversion saying:  “Those of you 
who have intention to pray can 

gather around the throne, those 
of you who are going to pray 
can stand over by the wall”  The 
first person to move was Charles 
Lwanga, and after him fifteen others.

The king asked them “But do you 
really pray?”  “Yes, my Lord, we really 
do pray”. In fact, Charles Lwanga 
and his companions had spent the 
whole night praying.   “In that case, 
kill them” said the king, staring at 
his victims.  The word ‘to pray’ by 
now had become synonymous 
with ‘being a Christian’ which 

St Charles Lwanga 
and companions (royal servants killed for their Christian faith) 

was forbidden. The persecution 
of the Ugandan martyrs started in 
1885 after a massacre of Anglican 
missionaries Including Bishop 
James Hannington who was the 
leader of the Anglican community.  
Joseph Mukasa Balikuddembe, 
the Catholic major-domo of the 

court and a lay catechist, 
reproached the king 
for the killings.  Twelve 
Catholic boys and men 
and nine Anglicans were 
then burnt alive, wrapped 
in reed mats and others 
were beheaded. Another 
Catholic, Mbaga Tuzinde, 
was clubbed to death 
for refusing to renounce 
Christianity, and his 
body was thrown into 
the furnace to be burned 
along with those of 
Lwanga and the others.  
The anger of the king 
was particularly inflamed 
against the Christians 
because they refused to 
participate in sexual acts 

with him.   Lwanga had protected 
the pages and encouraged them 
to keep to the new faith they had 
accepted.  The executions were also 
motivated by Mwanga’s broader 
efforts to avoid foreign threats to his 
power. According to Assa Okoth, (A 
History of Africa: African Societies 
and the Establishment of Colonial 
Rule, pp. 86–87. East African 
Publishers.) Mwanga’s overriding 
preoccupation was for the “integrity 
of his kingdom” and perceived that 
men such as Lwanga were working 
with foreigners in “poisoning the 
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St Charles Lwanga 

very roots of his kingdom”, though 
this was not true of the pages in 
his court, though probably true of 
French and British politicians who 
had interests in Uganda. He took 
action because of accusations 
of weakness from his courtiers in 
allowing the ‘new foreign’ religion 
space.   There is no doubt that the 
accusations of the pederasty of 
the king towards  the royal page 
boys were founded on real facts.  

Initially the mission of the White 
fathers in 1879 had been 
welcomed and successful, but 
Mwanga had come under the 
influence of his chancellor and 
other heads of tribes so much that 
he now physically oppressed the 
Catholic faith and also Anglicanism. 
 
W h e n  p r e p a r a t i o n s  w e r e 
completed and the day had 
come for the execution on 3 June 
1886, Lwanga was separated from  
the others by the Guardian of the 
Sacred Flame for private execution, 
in keeping with custom. As he was 

being burnt, Lwanga said to the 
Guardian, “It is as if you are pouring 
water on me. Please repent and 
become a Christian like me”. In 
May of 1886 more Christians were 
tortured and executed. 

The Ugandan martyrs were 
canonized by Pope Paul VI on 
the 18th October 1964.  To honour 
them Pope Paul VI visited the shrine 
in his tour of Uganda in 1969 at 
Namugongo.     The Basilica of the 
Ugandan martyrs was built at the 
site of the executions and serves as 
their shrine and place of pilgrimage.  
In 1927 an indigenous religious 
Congregation was founded in 
Uganda to carry on the work of 
educating the youth, by the White 
father Bishop Henry Streicher.  Today 
they number about five hundred 
brothers and are mainly in sub-
Saharan Africa. They are known as 
the Bannakaroli  (sons of Charles) 
brothers.   Pope Francis also visited 
the shrine of the Ugandan martyrs 
in his visit to Africa in 2015.

Some of the future Uganda martyrs photographed in 1885, less than a year 
before they were killed, at Bukumbi Mission in Mwanza. Saint Charles is No. 13.



GOWRIBIDANUR  
IN

D
IA

THE FIRST STONE OF THE NEW MINOR SEMINARY BLESSED THE KOLLAM COMMUNITY CELEBRATES
The first stone of the new Don Orione minor seminary 
being built at Gowribidanur (India) was blessed by the 
Archbishop of Bangalore, Peter Machado.

For some time now the thought 
of building a seminary has been 
developing and recently the 

General Council of the Congregation 
gave permission for its construction.

“The Archbishop is very happy with 
the work we do in this very poor 

area” said Fr Mariano Zapico, the 
Superior of the work in India “and 
having young seminarians who 
will give stability and service to this 

area will be a great way  for them 
to pursue their studies and also be 
of service to the local community”.
The mission to Gawribidanur is 90 
kms north of Bangalore and is a 
vast terrain that the Congregation 
acquired some years ago in order to 

plan a charitable activity to benefit 
the local area and community of 
very poor people  nearly all of whom 
are Hindus.  Today as well as the day 
centre for disabled children, there is 
also a flourishing agricultural project 
which gives work to the disabled 
and also staff who come from the 
area. The project produces lots of 
vegetables, meat, milk and flowers 
some of which is sold for the good 
of the project and some kept for the 
needs of the seminary and workers.



KOLLAM

IN
D

IA

THE FIRST STONE OF THE NEW MINOR SEMINARY BLESSED THE KOLLAM COMMUNITY CELEBRATES
On the island of St Joseph in Kollam, Kerala the community 

celebrated the feast of the Mother of Divine Providence.

people of St Thomas island just 
nearby.  The Mass was celebrated 
in Malayalam by Fr Arul Dass, a 
recently ordained SDP priest, and 
a sermon by Fr Yohannan George 
of Mukkad parish who in his homily 
spoke of the devotion of Don Orione 
to Our Lady and her motherly care.
About two hundred people turned 
up for the Mass after which there 
were birthday celebrations for one 
of the young postulants.  The com-
munity also look after an activities 
centre for the children,  and are 
cooperating with the diocese of 
Kollam to look after and help fami-
lies who have been affected by 
recent flooding which has caused 
havoc in many parts of the dio-
cese.  The local Orionine commu-
nity have  also assured help to mi-
grants from Northern India (Assam, 
Orissa, West Bengal) who come to 
Kerala for work, especially fishing.

A t the postulancy house 
which is a house for 
people intent on joining 

our Congrgation but still have to 
complete secondary education 
all the local population were 
invited to the feast and also the 



IVORY COAST: OUR LADY OF AFRICA PROVINCE IN 
PREPARATION FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY REVIEW
For some years now the SDP has been doing a General Assembly 
three years after the General Chapter to review how the decrees 
and proposals have been put into practice.

The aim of the Assembly is to 
evaluate the effectiveness 
of proposals and decrees 

made  for the worldwide      
Congregation of the SDP.
Usually a different province of the 
Congregation is selected every 
three years to emphasise that 

the Congregation is worldwide 
and not confined to a particular 
nation.  This time the Ivory Coast 
which is a thriving and growing 
province has been chosen for 
the Assembly, which will take 
place from 13-20th October 2019.
Already at the XVI General Chapter 
in Montebello (near Milan) in May 
of 2016 an African confrere for the 

very first time in the history of the 
Congregation was chosen as a 
councillor and he himself is from 
the city of Bonoua in the Ivory 
Coast.  The Congregation went to 
the Ivory Coast in 1970 and next 
year will celebrate fifty years there.  
In 1970 Fr Angelo Mugnai left Italy 
for a first experience in Africa, he 
worked there for many years and 
along with other confreres who 
joined him. The mission grew 
from strength to strength both in 
numbers of vocations entering and 
social works of charity increasing. 
Ivory Coast became an 
independent province in 2012, 
because by this time it had 
enough members of its own to 
become autonomous.  Today it 
numbers more than 120 religious 
and approximately 5-6 new priests 
every year.  This means they are 
still very young and have plenty 
of energy to serve the province. 
Some of them are already working 
as missionaries in other African 
countries and in Europe.  At the 
moment there are also seventeen 
novices in training,  five of whom 
are from Madagascar.  The 
work there continues to grow.    
Fr  Fulvio Ferrari, the general 
bursar of the Congregation and 
Fr Pierre Kouassi are there in these 

Ivory Coast
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days to have an idea and updates 
as to how the time-table for the 
Assembly is progressing, which 
includes a building programme.  
  Fr Fulvio Ferrari commented  “It will 
be a magnificent occasion for this 
young African province to show 
forth the beautiful realities sown by 
the gospel over the last fifty years 
and what great abundance  has 
come forth from this exotic land.  Of 
course we thank and remember the 
first missionaries who brought the 
word of Jesus to these people and 
who are now receiving the rewards 
of their labours, we encourage 
the few Italian missionaries left 
here, now all advanced in years 

to continue to the end and we 
encourage the young Ivorians 
who have now taken over to be 
a vital force at the heart of the 
Congregation and the Church”.   
 
Note from the editor:  Since 
the first African missionaries 
set foot in the Ivory Coast the 
Congregation is now present in 
Togo, Burkina Faso, Madagascar, 
Kenya and Mozambique  and 
looks forward one day to be also 
in Tanzania, Ghana and Nigeria.
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A few days ago (15th April), we 
celebrated the anniversary 
of the death (birthday in 

Heaven) of Fr. Paul Bidone, who 
founded the Congregation in 
England.  Keep in mind that England 
is part of the United Kingdom, which 
consists of England, Wales, Scotland 
and Northern Ireland.  In fact, the 
first community of the Sons of Divine 
Providence started in 1935 in Wales, 
near the city of Swansea.  It was Fr 
Calegari and Fr Pesce-Maineri who 
arrived there and started ministering 
to the Italian immigrants in that 
part of Wales.  Many of the Italian 
immigrants worked in the local coal 
mines.  But when the Second World 
War started in September 1939, 
because Italy was allied to Germany 
who were the enemies of the UK, our 
Italian confreres went back to Italy.
Then ten years later, in 1949, a new 

start in England was made by Fr Paul 
Bidone.  He had been a diocesan 
priest in the Diocese of Tortona 
and had met Don Orione there.   
Fr Bidone asked to join the Sons of 

KENYA
Divine Providence and so, after a 
brief postulancy, he was sent to the 
novitiate at Villa Moffa.  During the 
Second World War he was sent to 
Albania to help to start a mission 
there.  But as Germany and its 
allies were defeated, Albania was 
overrun by the Communists who 
were persecuting Christians and 
especially priests and religious.  So 
he had to flee from Albania and 
return to Italy.  After a few years in the 
parish of San Michele, a parish run 
by the Sons of Divine Providence, Fr 
Bidone was sent to London, England 
to start the congregation again 
there.  He arrived with only ten 
shillings in his pocket after the fare 
by train and boat from Milan had 
been paid.  He also did not know 
any English.  So his first experience 
was of great suffering.  One day, he 
was in the Catholic Cathedral in 

central London 
praying and also 
crying and a 
lady came up to 
him and asked 
him what was 
troubling him.  
He was able 
to say that he 
could not speak 
English and 
was suffering a 
lot.  So this kind 
lady arranged 
for him to go 
to a convent in 

the countryside outside of London 
where there was a nun who could 
speak Italian and French and who 
could teach him English.  So he 
went there and started to learn 
English and became their chaplain.    

The Sons of Divine  
Providence in the  
UK and Kenya.
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In fact this nun, Sr Emmanuel, was 
the daughter of a famous poet, 
called Hilaire Belloc, who was a 
famous Catholic in England.  As he 
got to know Mr. Belloc and his family, 
Fr Bidone started to discover friends 
who were willing to help him to 
start our congregation in England.  
First, he realized that there were 
many homeless men in and  
around London, and so was able 
to buy a building in Streatham, and 
started caring for some of these 
men with the help of a Polish nurse 
and some lay people in 1952.  Then 
in 1953 he found another house 
in Hampton Wick in West London 
and started the work of caring for 
these poor homeless men there.  
Soon other confreres from Italy 
were sent and the community 
was established at Hampton 
Wick.  In 1960, the Archbishop of 
Liverpool pointed out to Fr Bidone 
a large farm for sale in Roby Mill, 
Up Holland and so Fr Bidone 
managed to secure that 60 acre 
plot with a derelict farmhouse on it.   
Fr Joseph Tirello arrived there on 
16th July (feast of Our Lady of  

Mount Carmel) 1960 and with an 
aspirant managed to get inside 
the house and start to clean it up 
and soon lived in there.  The local 
people were most hospitable 
and welcoming.  Nearby was the 
Liverpool Diocesan Seminary of St 
Joseph.  Contact was made with 
the rector of the College and with 
the permission of the Archbishop of 
Liverpool, we were allowed to send 
students to study philosophy and 
theology.  By 1963, Brs. John Perrotta 
and Diego Lorenzi were beginning 
their theology there.  By Pentecost 
Sunday 1967 they were ordained 
at the new Liverpool Catholic 
Cathedral of Christ the King.  Thus 
the formation of young men to the 
Sons of Divine Providence became 
established at Up Holland, 
Lancashire, between Liverpool and 
Manchester, 350 km from London.
Meanwhile in London Fr Bidone 
and Fr Tirello and their faithful 
lay-helper Celestino Del Bianco 
were obtaining new buildings and 
adapting them for the care of 
the elderly and also for children 
with intellectual disabilities.   

The Sons of Divine  
Providence in the  
UK and Kenya.



So began Westminster House, 
St Mary’s nursing home for 
men and Colombo House for 
disabled children.  At that point, I 
came to know Fr Bidone and the 
congregation in Hampton Wick 
in 1966 when I used to pass by 
Westminster House and chapel 
on my way home from work in 
a bank.  So I sometimes went to 
the evening Mass and gradually 
got to know the members of the 
community.  They invited me to 
supper sometimes and that is how 

I started my journey as a member 
of the Sons of Divine Providence.  
In 1967 I was invited to Up Holland 
to become an aspirant and in 
1968 I began my novitiate on 2nd 
February.  
I came to know Fr Paul Bidone 
quite well and how he was a man 
of great energy and courage 
because he was also a man of 
great prayer and sacrifice for 
the good of people in all kinds 
of need.  He gave us aspirants a 

week’s retreat soon after we had 
arrived in Up Holland.  He was the 
superior in London and the superior 
of the Delegation of England.
He then opened new houses for 
disabled children and young 
people in Molesey, London, in 
Buntingford, near Cambridge, in 
Walsingham, in East Anglia and 
for disorientated young men in 
Dublin, in the Republic of Ireland.
Meanwhile I was studying 
philosophy and theology at St 
Joseph’s Up Holland, four years 

behind Brs. Joseph Vallauri and 
Victor Muzzin, who were ordained 
in 1972 at Liverpool Cathedral.  
They were sent to continue studies 
at University College Dublin 
and start a house for difficult 
young men in Ballyfermot, Dublin.
I made my perpetual vows on 
11th February 1973 in my parish 
church of St Agatha, Kingston-
upon-Thames, London, and then 
was sent to Rome to study moral 
theology and was ordained priest 
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on 25th April 1976 in my parish 
church.  In 1977 I was sent to Up 
Holland to be the novice-master 
and remained there for 12 years 
until 1988, when I was appointed 
superior of the Delegation.
By this time Fr Bidone had been 
succeeded by Fr Carradori and 
by Fr Joseph Masiero and he 
had died at our shrine of the 
Crowned Virgin at Foggia in 
Southern Italy.  He had left a great 
legacy of the foundation of the 
congregation in England and 
Ireland and also the foundation of 
the congregation in Jordan in the 
Middle East, where Fr Tirello and 
Fr Philip Kehoe were sent to start 
our presence there in 1985 soon 
after Fr Philip Kehoe’s ordination.
While I was in London as the 
Delegation Superior, I received 
a letter from our Vicar General in 
1990, the then Fr ( now Bishop) 
Andrea Gemma, asking if someone 
of us English-speaking priests 
could go to Kenya to give a retreat 
to our Sisters there.  Somehow it 
was decided that I should go so 
I set off for Nairobi in December 
1990 by Aeroflot, the Russian 
Airline, which was the cheapest.  
The journey passed through 
Moscow, Larnica (Cyprus) and 
Aden (Yemen) before reaching 
Nairobi.  At the airport I was met by 
Sr Emma, from Argentina, who took 
me to the Sisters main community 
at Igoji in the Meru Diocese.  Then 
the next day all the Sisters and I 
travelled to Nairobi to the Dimesse 
Sisters retreat house in Karen and 
I preached at their week-long 
retreat.  Afterwards, the Sisters 
took me to Mugoiri where I stayed 
in the priests’ house for a week 
or two and then to Igoji where I 

stayed for some time in the priests’ 
house with parish priest Fr Salesius 
Mugambi (now bishop of Meru).  
They also took me to the local 
boys’ school, Igoji Boys Secondary 
School, and I spoke to them about 
Don Orione and our vocation.  I 
had a lady in London, called 
Mary Awour, from Kenya translate 
something about Don Orione into 
Swahili.  So I read it and then said 
something in English.  After some 
time two boys from the school 
wrote to me telling me that they 
would like to join our congregation.  
One was Raphael Kailemiah, 
who is now Fr Raphael Kailemiah 
and the other was Michal Ngugi. 
The following year Fr Joseph Vallauri 
came to give the retreat to the 
Sisters and followed up contacts 
with Raphael and Michael and 
others.  Then the next year I returned 
again and gave talks to the Sisters’ 
postulants and arranged for 
Raphael and Michael to go to the 
Ivory Coast to begin some formation.
The rest is a long story which we 
can continue another time.  But 
that is how the Delegation of 
England and Ireland started the 
communities in Kenya, thanks 
to the invitation of the Little 
Missionary Sisters to us in England. 

 Fr Malcolm Dyer FDP  
in Nairobi



28

Sundial House
 
All the Service Users at Sundial House had a good 2018. On 15th December 
we had an inhouse Christmas party which was well attended by Service 
Users’ relatives and friends. It was also an honour to have John Tonner 
(CEO), Jacqui Depp (Services Manager) and Michael Healy (company 
secretary). This created an opportunity for our guests to meet and talk with 
some of Orione Care management team. They all mingled with our guests, 
Service Users and staff.

All who attended the party had a good time and their gratitude and 
appreciation of staff efforts was clearly expressed through the wonderful 
comments and compliments that were passed to staff.

As a token of appreciation to staff for their continuous good work, the CEO 
organised a thank you meal which included all the Service Users. The staff 
thought it was a good idea to combine the meal with a farewell party for 
Jean Simmons who was resigning from her senior post at Sundial House.  
The surprise party was on 13th February 2019 and was also attended by 
John Tonner and Jacqui Depp. 
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Jean joined the staff team at Sundial House on 1st February 
2005. She worked for Orione Care for 14 years as a Senior 
Support Worker and also took the manager role for a few years. 
Jean will be missed by all the staff and Service Users at Sundial  
House.  On behalf of Orione Care, John Tonner presented Jean with a 
beautiful picture of a tiger, which turned out to be her favourite animal. A 
few years ago, Jean adopted a tiger, so this was a perfect gift which she 
appreciated.

Precious Fireyi
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Our Superior General Fr Tarcisio 
Vieira, has recently been 
visiting the houses and 

works of the SDP in South America 
for the canonical visits and sent the 
following message to all the members 
and friends of the Congregation.

In the area of central Brazil 
there is a tree whose name 
is colloquially known as the 
“Lent Tree” and helps to remind 
people of Lent, that penitential 
time when we prepare for Easter.
“Passing through Brazil visiting 
houses for the canonical visit 
and on our way to Argentina, 
the province dedicated to “Our 
Lady of Safekeeping” I was able 
to contemplate and see the 
flowering of the “Lent tree”, a 
tree that is widespread in central 
Brazil with its beautiful purple 
colour right in the time of Lent. 
Brazilian people, especially those 
of the state of Minas Gerais, as 
they move about see nature 
assuming the liturgical colour of 
penitence and calls them every 
year to live intensely the journey 
leading towards Easter.  Life at 
this time calls us to live out good 
deeds of charity and to do good 
for people as well as reminding us 
to live in harmony with the creation.  
This tree is very beautiful.  Its 
scientific name is “tibouchina 
granulosa”, commonly known in 
Brazil as “the lent tree” because 
it flowers between February and 
April, just as we begin to celebrate 
the season of penance, and at the 
end of the Brazilian summer, in an 

area called “the Atlantic forest” in 
central Brazil which is a tropical 
climate.  One can imagine how it 
glows in a built-up area but against 
the  vast, dense vegetation of the 
countryside it truly glows against 
the green background.  The Lent 
trees are truly a spectacle to behold!   
Life like nature has the rhythm of 
the seasons.  Now is the time to 
live intensely this season of Lent!
From Brazil and the “lent trees” to 
Argentina which has a beautiful 
saying a propos trees. “Lo que el 
árbol tiene de florecido, viene de lo 
que tiene de enterrado”  (What the 
tree brings forth in flower comes 
from what is beneath it).  This 
makes us think of our own roots.  
Where are we rooted? In the quality 
of our spiritual life and that which 
is essential?  We must be “rooted in 
Christ, strong in our faith” (Col 2:7)   
For the province of Our Lady of 
Safekeeping which comprises 
Argentina, Paraguay, Uruguay 
and Mexico, Lent will also be the 
time of canonical visits to all the 
communities from 6th March until 
4th April. It is a great gift to have 
them coincide. Both envisage a 
review of life and new beginning, 
spiritual conversion and renewal 
of apostolate.  Indeed, a getting 
back to our roots.  Motivated by the 
prophet Jeremiah: “Blessed is the 
man who trusts in the Lord, whose 
hope is in the Lord his God, he is 
like a tree planted along the river 
bed which stretches out its roots to 
the stream.  It does not fear when 
the heat comes, its leaves remain 
green, in the year of drought it is not 

A TREE CALLED “LENT”
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troubled and does not fail to bring 
forth fruit” (Jer 17:7-8). May St  Luigi 
Orione intercede for each of us,  that 
this time of Lent  may be a time of 
prayer and penance to  strengthen 
and bear fruit  for the Church.   
 

May the Mother of Divine Providence 
sustain on our journey towards our 
Lord’s resurrection.

Father Tarcisio Vieira



Garden Fete Grand Draw

Every year we have a garden fete to raise money and awareness 
of our works. This money is divided between the care home for 
elderly in Roby Mill, Up  Holland and our missions in the third 
world. We have been able to do many wonderful things over 
the years that has helped people to have a better quality of life 
through your generosity.

PLEASE RETURN RAFFLE TICKET STUBS AND PAYMENT TO UPHOLLAND, 
NOT TO HAMPTON WICK
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SDP (Orione Care)
in aid of the Sons of Divine 
Providence GRAND DRAW 2019

Name ...........................................

Address/Tel. No ..........................

.....................................................

.....................................................

......................................................
Cash, cheques, counterfoils and unsold 

tickets to be returned by 
Saturday 25th May 2019 to 

FR STEPHEN BEALE, 
DON ORIONE CENTRE, UPHOLLAND, 

LANCASHIRE WN8 0QR. 
For more tickets call 01695 622885. 

Cheques payable to 
The Sons of Divine Providence (Orione Care)

The Sons of Divine Providence (Orione Care)
In aid of The Sons of Divine Providence Services 
for older people, Cardinal Heenan House and a named SDP mission. 

Grand Draw
1st Prize: £500.00
2nd Prize: £200.00
3rd Prize: £100.00

Draw to take place at the GARDEN FETE, held on MONDAY 27th MAY 2019
Promoter: Fr. Stephen Beale, Don Orione Centre, Upholland WN8 0QR. 
Registered under the Lotteries & Amusements Act 1976 with 
West Lancashire Borough Council.
Please support this registered charity 
No. 1088675 THANK YOU. 

Printed by RUFFORD PRINTING COMPANY 
The Design Shed Cedar Farm, Mawdesley L40 3SY Tel: 01704 821285

TICKETS

£1 EACH

Garden Fete Grand Draw
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Mass Offerings
Mass intentions will be celebrated at Hampton Wick. Please make cheques payable to 
the Sons of Divine Providence.

Cheque enclosed for £ 
Mass to be offered for:

Please tick appropriate box:

      RIP             Get Well              Thanksgiving             Birthday             Special Intention

Name: 

Address: 

      Please acknowledge my offering         No acknowledgement required.

The Book of Remembrance
Our Book of Remembrance is dedicated to the Benefactors and Friends of the Sons of Divine Providence.

If you wish your name or that of any 
person, living or deceased, to be 
inscribed in this Book, please fill in the 
form below.  All those inscribed in the 
book share in the prayers and Masses 
offered daily by the Sons of the Divine 
Providence.  Cheques, POs should be 
made payable to The Sons of Divine 
Providence.

Name to be inscribed:

Please accept my OFFERING of:  £

NAME of donor (Mr.Mrs.Miss) Address:
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Telephone: 020 8977 5130  Fax: 020 8977 0105
Email: info@orionecare.org  www.sonsofdivineprovidence.org

Please Donate 
to our work!

The Sons of Divine Providence

Donation
If you are a basic rate tax payer, please fill in the Gift Aid Declaration form below.  This will enable us 
to claim back the tax and make your donation go even further

I enclose a donation of: 

Name:

Address:

Gift Aid Declaration
Please treat as Gift Aid donations 
all qualifying gifts of money made

For past, present and future donations

13 Lower Teddington Road, Hampton Wick, Surrey, KT1 4EU

Today

In the past 4 years

In Future

Please tick all boxes you wish to apply

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax 
and / or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 
April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all 
the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) 
that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year.  I 
understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do 
not qualify.  I understand the charity will reclaim 28p of tax on 
every £1 that I gave up to 5 April 2008 and will reclaim 25p of 
tax on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April 2008.

Donors Details
Title:   First Name               Surname:

Full Address Including Postcode:

Date:    Signature:

Please notify the Sons of Divine Providence if you:

• Want to change this declaration • Change your name or home address • No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/ or capital gains

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift 
Aid donations on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.
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Registered Charity No. 1088675 
Company No. 4249759 
ISSN 1475-8393

JESUS IS OUR LIFE!

For more information:

Phone or write to Fr Stephen Beale
Tel:  01695 622516 / 622885
E-mail: sbeale@orionecare.org

Phone or write to Fr John Perrotta
Tel: 0044 20 8977 5130
E-mail: johnperrotta208@gmail.com

“Dear benefactors, you are my bank!”  With these simple but effective words 
St. Luigi Orione got people to help his work.
 
“How YOU can help the Sons of Divine Providence to do good, according to the 
motto of their Founder, St. Luigi Orione”

 • BY PRAYER:  Only God can make us grow greater in numbers and in 
goodness, everything is a gift from Him

• BY SENDING US GOOD VOCATIONS: men who want to be priests or  
brothers, and women who want to be sisters

• BY SENDING DONATIONS or REMEMBERING US IN YOUR WILL:  to our various 
houses for the people we help,  and to our missions via our head office in 
Hampton Wick

• BY TELLING PEOPLE ABOUT OUR WORK,  OUR HOMES AND OUR MISSIONS. 

Tel: 020 8977 5130       E-mail: info@orionecare.org        www.sonsofdivineprovidence.org  
Don Orione World updates:  www.donorione.org

We ask young people to consider our life of dedication


