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Fr Philip Kehoe
Coordinator
S

ince our last edition of the Bridge we have a new provincial
council. It has, we think, been a radical change. The new
provincial is Fr Marcelo Boschi and comes from Mendoza
near the Andes in Argentina but is based in our community in
Boston USA. The three councillors are Fr Martin Mroz, another
Argentinian who is based in the Philippines, Fr Antonio Ursillo
from Italy, based in Jordan and Fr Peter Wambulwa a Kenyan
who is based in Nairobi. They will be responsible for the
running of our ever growing province over the next three years,
and probably another three after that. Although we have not
got a photo of all of them together, being in different parts
of the globe, on the back cover of our Bridge magazine you
can see their cameo photos.
We all pray for them and wish them God’s blessing in their
new tasks.
Trusting always in Divine Providence we have been going
through big changes. The decision about Orione House in
Hampton Wick is now final and it seems that it will become a
complex of flats for housing. The project will also involve new
development, mainly refurbishment of buildings along Lower
Teddington Road.
The new data protection laws have caused upheaval with our
Bridge magazine since we can no longer send it to those who
have not opted in, and we cannot print pictures of people
without written permission. If you know of anyone who would
like to receive it then ask them to request it by e mail or
written letter. We would love to send it to everyone, but we
cannot without permission from you. God is good and when
all the dust has settled let us hope that everything will go on
smoothly according to the designs of Divine Providence.

Fr Philip and confreres.
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Faith In Action
Easter Hampers for Nugent
F

aith in Action is a National Catholic
Award Scheme, which encourages
young people to combine faith with
service, working for the Good News
and the common good. The church
tells us that faith in action can be seen
through the Corporal Works of Mercy
and young people are asked to pick a
project that makes a difference to the
people around them.Through reflection
sessions, they are asked to consider
how their actions have helped them
grow in their relationship with God and
their neighbours.

“We decided that we wanted to do
some work with Nugent. We had
heard of Nugent through the Good
Shepherd Appeal at school. Nugent
is a charity under the Archdiocese of
Liverpool, which provides care and
support for people in need. It was
founded based on the work of Fr
James Nugent on child welfare, relief
of poverty and social reform in the
19th Century.Today Nugent supports
vulnerable adults and children,
through schools, care homes,
community and social services.”
Will M says: “I had been involved
in Nugent’s Christmas Project donating hampers to people in
need. This had had a big impact on
me when I realised how much they
were appreciated by the recipients.
I wanted to do some more at Easter,
so I asked Mrs Beatham at Nugent if

that would be OK because Nugent
don’t have an Easter scheme. I
asked my friend, who was doing his
Faith in Action award if he wanted to
do it with me.”
Will J says: “Organising some Easter
Hampers is exactly what Faith in
Action is about. I was really pleased
to get involved. We wrote letters
to friends and family asking for
donations of food or Easter treats.
Everyone was very generous and
once we had collected the items we
organized them into hampers so that
each contained useful items such
as tea, coffee, pasta and soup as
well as an Easter eggs and biscuits.
I handmade some cards and put
one in each box with a bunch of
daffodils as a finishing touch. We
took the hampers to St Teresa’s in Up
Holland where they were welcomed
by Father Philip, the Parish Priest. He
blessed them at Mass and organized
their distribution to people who
would benefit.”
Will M says: “We had written some
Bidding Prayers for Mass:
By helping people in need, we are able
to show the love to others that people
have shown to us. Thank you for our
communities and help us to carry on
giving and receiving love from others.
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During our Faith in Action, we have
been challenged to use our faith to
make a difference to the world by being
bearers of the Good News. We pray that
everyone can recognize that faith really
does make a difference.
During our Faith in Action we learnt that
loving our neighbour is loving Jesus and

that we should treat people as we would
like to be treated. Let us ask God to help
us remember these things in our daily
lives.
We pray for our brothers and sisters in
Christ who will receive these hampers,
and ask God to help them grow closer
to him.
5
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Will J says: I was happy to hear
about some of the people who
were given hampers. Through my
project I learnt that faith is not just
about words and beliefs, it is also
about actions and helping others,
even in small ways. I like the words
of Mother Teresa who said, “Not all
of us can do great things. But we
can do small things with great love.”
Will M says: “One of our Reflections
was called ‘Loving Our Neighbour
is Loving Jesus’. We were able to
show our love for Jesus by giving
the hampers to our neighbour.
I also recognise how kind the
people who donated the items

were, and Mrs Beatham for all the
support she gave us. They showed
love for their neighbour too. This
project has helped me understand
how I can show my love for people
outside my community through
church organisations, such as
Nugent, which are set up to help
those in need. “
Will Jackson and Will Marston
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Kenya

The seminarians of Nairobi
establish a charity camp at
Marsabit in Northern Kenya

I

n one of the poorest areas of Kenya, often struck by drought, the seminarians
from Nairobi along with Fr Malcolm Dyer set up a camp to help the local people.
Already the Congregation did a big humanitarian project there in 2012/I3 due to a
terrible and devastating drought. On that occasion wells were dug and two dams
were built to make water accessible to the local population.

This time the seminarians stayed for two weeks living with the people,
getting to know them better and helping them to build up the community
and work as a team. It was a fruitful time both for the people of the villages
and the seminarians.
It had been the bishop of Marsabit, Peter Kihara who had the idea and
initiative of inviting the seminarians to his diocese with the hope of the
Congregation eventually opening a don Orione community in Marsabit.
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Garden Fete
Dear Friends and volunteers,
Garden fete in Up Holland
I am writing to thank you for supporting the Cardinal Heenan House
(Don Orione Centre) annual garden fete. In spite of a slow start for
various reasons, the garden fete went ahead as usual, turning out
to be a great success, through The Bridge magazine raffle ticket
sales and raffle ticket sales local to Cardinal Heenan House. On the
day stalls took £4000.00.
The plants were behind due to bad weather and slow growth. This
meant the proposed hanging baskets needed plan B – all went
well; we obtained additional plants for the 28 May and used plants
for plan A for post garden fete hanging basket and door step
basket sales. Food was another big attraction – thanks to those who
sponsored food and made cakes for sale and refreshments.
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in Up Holland
Grand Draw 1st prize – Pemberton, Lancs; 2nd prize Cambridge; 3rd
prize Birmingham. Congratulations to this year’s winners.
Beneficiaries: We are very happy to announce that after deductions,
we have raised £3500.00 for Cardinal Heenan House, £3500.00 for
our mission in Kenya and we have set aside money to purchase two
new marquees to replace old marquees.
Our thanks to “behind the scene” and “on the day volunteers” for
all their help, and also to our various sponsors for providing food,
plants and sundries, thus enabling us to reduce costs considerably.
Best wishes and prayers,

Fr. Stephen Beale SDP

9
Bridge Magazine (Summer 2018)_v1.indd 9

05/07/2018 11:30

Fr Oreste Ferrari
n June 29th it will be three years since I was chosen to coordinate the
O
works of the Missionary Delegation Mother of the Church, taking over
from Fr. Malcolm Dyer SDP. On that day my responsibility will end and another
confrère will step in, in the person of Fr. Marcelo Boschi SDP.

How can I describe these three years? I will use two verbs: wander and
wonder. As you know the Delegation has its presence in 8 countries
(including Ireland and the main office in Italy), and so the Delegate
Superior, for the sake of visiting the confrères and knowing better the
reality of each work has to spend most of the time overseas, During the
first year I managed to visit each country twice. At the end of that year, on
26th of May 2016, I was called to take up also the responsibility of Vicar
General of the Congregation. Having to do both works, the number of
countries to visit increased even more. Now that the time has come to step
down, I have to be grateful to the Lord for these three years and for all the
confrères who I encountered. I can say honestly that in all places I found
priests very committed, hard working and who can make a difference in
the life of the people they serve. The name of Don Orione is well known
and appreciated in all countries.
Of course there are differences among the places, due to the cultures,
languages, social situation, and also to the kind of work we do; a variety of
colours that makes the garden of our Delegation a beautiful one indeed.
Here is where the second verb steps in: wondering. Who could explain
where all that good comes from? Is it only from the human skills of a bunch
of priests? Only from the generosity of benefactors? One would never stop
wondering how wonderfully the Lord works when He finds an open field.
During these three years we met with few problems but the positive notes
were far more numerous and meaningful. The Delegation has indeed
a treasure of hope and potentialities to offer to the rest of the Orionine
family: many young brothers and fathers, well established works which
have a powerful social impact in their countries, and thousands of people
that every day receive assistance and help from us.
Now I have to concentrate more on the needs of the whole family but I will
not forget where I belong: the English speaking missions. I hope to come
back soon.
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Three years of wandering
and wondering
To Fr. Marcelo, who now continues the job, I wish all the best and a fulfilling
experience similar to the one I had.
Thank you to you all for the support given us and the example of faith and
dedication given to me.

Fr. Oreste SDP
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ST MARTHA

Saints For

artha was the sister of Lazarus
M
and Mary who lived at Bethany
about two miles from Jerusalem.
Their home was an oasis where
Jesus loved to go for peace and rest
after long hard days of preaching
and ministry. St John’s gospel tells

God, the one who is to come into
the world”(v27). That conversation
between Jesus and Martha is one
of the ancient baptismal themes
in preparation for Easter and the
Church has also used it for centuries
in the funeral liturgy to enliven in the
faithful the hope of resurrection. We
also find Martha at the banquet
thrown for Lazarus sometime after
Jesus raised him from the dead.
Martha realizes the joy of hospitality,
and how love is given expression
through being attentive to others.
The first liturgical celebration in
honour of Martha came in 1262
by the Franciscans. Her feast is on
the 29th July eight days after the
feast of St Mary Magdalene, who
in history has been misidentified
as her sister Mary. Her feast day
is now a memoria celebrated
throughout the universal Church.
Feast 29th July

us that “he loved Martha and her
sister and Lazarus” (Jn 11:5). Martha
appears the first time in Luke’s gospel
(Lk 10:38-41), when Jesus is at their
home, and we find him again at the
raising of Lazarus (Jn: 11:1-44) when
she asks in all simplicity for a miracle
because she truly believes in the
great power of Jesus the Saviour
and his divinity. “Yes Lord I believe
that you are the Christ, the son of

Bridge Magazine (Summer 2018)_v1.indd 12

05/07/2018 11:30

Our Times

ST MONICA

M

onica was born in Africa at
Thagaste in modern day Algeria,
into a very profound Christian family.
She was given permission to study in an
age when most women didn’t, and she
took the opportunity to read the sacred
scriptures and ponder its meaning. She
was given in marriage to a man called
Patrick who was a pagan and noted
for his anger and authoritarian manner.
He was also a womaniser and caused
Monica great heartache. At the age
of 22 she gave birth to her first son,
Augustine. Later she had a second
son Navigius, and a daughter probably
called Perpetua. She gave her children
a strong Christian education, but her
husband would not let them undergo
Christian baptism. Monica prayed a
great deal for her husband and in the
year before his death she saw him
become a catechumen and he was
baptised on his death bed in 369 AD.
Monica’s biggest worry after this was
her son Augustine who by now was
studying in Carthage, and had given
himself over to a carefree lifestyle and
cohabited with a woman who bore
him a child, Deodatus. A prophetic
dream encouraged her to follow her
son by her prayers wherever he was or
might be doing. Her great desire was
the salvation of her son, and we are
surely familiar with the phrase “Monica
stormed heaven with her tears” for the
conversion of Augustine. Finally on the
24th April 387 Augustine was baptised
by bishop Ambrose of Milan. Her prayers
had been answered at last. She went
with her son to Ostia to take a ship back
to Africa, but became ill, probably from

malaria and died after nine days at the
age of 55, and was buried at Ostia near
Rome. She asked her children not to be
preoccupied about her burial and to
bury her anywhere,but she wanted them
to remember her at the altar of the Lord.
Her son Augustine went on to become

a priest, a great theologian, a bishop
and…canonised saint! The power of
prayer is indeed marvellous. Monica
would surely tell us ‘never give up’.
Feast 27th August
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Philippines
Greetings of peace!

I

am Bro. Rodolfo A. Ablan, jr. I was
assigned to our beautiful community
in Lucena City, Philippines. Now I am in
my second year of pastoral experience.
Moreover I want to share something
about my second renewal of religious
vows.

Last May 31st 2018 was one of the
best moments in my life, because
I had my renewal of vows in the
place where I was I assigned. I have
been so blessed and grateful to the
congregation and the confreres
especially to Fr. Martin Mroz who is
in charge here and presided at my
renewal of vows and the Mass. Fr.
Joseph Van Cu was a witness and
I am also thankful to the presence
of the parish priest of Dalahican
Community, Fr. Alex Oracion. I want
to express my gratitude also to
those who came and joined us for
the celebration; To the Community
of Alupaye, Talao- Talao, Dalahican,
PAOFI VOLUNTEERS, and STAFF and
to all PAOFI scholars. Because of
your help, the celebration was very
meaningful and will bear fruit.

said, “Without Prayer nothing good
is done. God’s works are done with
our hands joined, and on our knees.
Even when we run, we must remain
spiritually kneeling before Him.”
God bless you all and through the
intercession of our founder Saint
Luigi Orione may we
become
faithful to our promises to God.

Bro. Rodolfo A. Ablan, Jr.

Finally, I thank God for my vocation
that he has entrusted to me and
to my superiors who have always
helped to guide me along the
right path. Lastly to all benefactors
who are kind to the congregation.
I hope and I pray that this coming
year will also be successful and
memorable for me. As Don Orione
14
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Second Renewal Of Religious Vows
Of Bro. Rodolfo “Buboy” Ablan jr.
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Philippines

The ordination of deacon Ramon Padilla Rosin

O

Up Holland Lancashire, Fr Stephen
Beale and Fr Joseph Simionato
who spent several years there.

Fr Ramon has become the second
Philippino SDP priest after Fr John
Castillo, who has just celebrated
his first four years as a priest. The
Congregation of don Orione has
been present in the Philippines
since 1991, 27 years in which our
generous missionaries have been
giving service there. This includes
two of our priests who now live in

In his homily Bishop Baylon spoke
of the qualities a priest must
have, and he invited Ramon to
remember the poor and love and
serve them, and not to be afraid
to go to the margins of society
to seek out those no body cares
about. He reminded him of a
phrase of Pope Francis: “the pastor
must know the smell of his sheep”.

n Tuesday 1st May Ramon was
ordained priest in his home town
of Legaspi in the Philippines by Bishop
Joel Zamudio Baylon
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He continued to say that we don’t
become priests to become famous,
or to get ourselves a comfortable
life. The only privilege priests have,
he said, was to be called “Father”
in the best sense of that word, and
the first duty of a priest was one
of service, otherwise we could
misunderstand the true meaning
of a priest’s call.
In the afternoon the new priest Fr
Ramon, celebrated his first Mass
in thanksgiving before his family,
his confreres and the novices,
seminaries and many of the
faithful who attend our homes of
charity and their helpers. It was
lovely to have the Orione Youth
Movement present too, in the
hope that the beautiful occasion
might inspire yet more vocations.
We wish Fr Ramon well and say…..
ad multos annos.
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Pope Francis

The Pope’s reflection at the Angelus prayer, 10th June 2018

D

ear brothers and sisters, good
morning!

This Sunday’s Gospel reading (cf.
Mk 3: 20-35) shows us two types of
misunderstanding that Jesus had to
face: that of the scribes and that of
his own relatives.

The first misunderstanding. The
scribes were men learned in the
Sacred Scriptures and responsible for
explaining them to the people. Some
of them were sent from Jerusalem to
Galilee, where Jesus’ fame began to
spread, to discredit Him in the eyes
of the people, to engage in the role
of gossipers, to discredit the other,
take away His authority, this awful
thing. And they were sent to do
this. And these scribes arrived with
a specific and terrible accusation
– they spared nothing, they went
straight to the point and said: “He is
possessed by Beelzebul, and by the
prince of demons He casts out the
demons” (v. 22). That is, the head of
the demons is the one that drives
Him, which is more or less equivalent
to saying, “He is possessed”. In fact,
Jesus healed many sick people, and

the scribes wanted to make them
believe that He did so, not with the
Spirit of God — as Jesus did –, but
with that of the evil one, with the
strength of the devil.Jesus reacts with
strong and clear words; He does not
tolerate this, because those scribes,
perhaps without realizing it, were
committing the gravest sin: to deny
and blaspheme God’s love, which
is present and working in Jesus. And
blasphemy, the sin against the Holy
Spirit, is the only unforgivable sin —
says Jesus – because it stems from
the closing of the heart to God’s
mercy, which acts in Jesus.
However, this episode contains an
admonition that is useful for us all.
Indeed, it can happen that intense
envy of a person’s goodness and
good works of a person can lead
one to accuse them falsely. There
is a mortal poison here: the malice
with which, in a premeditated way,
one wishes to destroy another’s
good reputation. May God free us
from this terrible temptation! And
if, on examining our conscience,
we realize that this evil weed is
germinating within us, we must go
immediately to confess it in the
Sacrament of Penance, before
it develops and produces its evil
effects, which are incurable. Beware,
because this attitude destroys
families, friendships, communities
and even society.
Today’s Gospel speaks to us
also of another very different
misunderstanding,
in
Jesus’
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relations: that of His relatives.
They were concerned because
His new itinerant life seemed
madness to them (cf. v. 21).
In fact, He showed Himself so
available to people, especially the
sick and sinners, to the point of not
even having time to eat. Jesus was
like that: first the people, serve the
people, help the people, teach the
people and cure the people. He
was for the people; He did not even
have the time to eat. Therefore, His
relatives decide to take Him back
home to Nazareth. They arrive in
the place where Jesus is preaching

and they sent to Him and called
Him. They say to Him: “Behold, your
mother and your brothers and sisters
are outside, asking for you” (v. 32).
He replies: “Who are my mother and
my brethren?” And looking around
the persons who sat about Him to
listen to Him, He adds: “Here are my
mother and my brethren! Whoever
does the will of God is my brother,

and sister and mother” (vv. 33-34).
Jesus has formed a new family, no
longer based on natural ties but on
faith in Him, on His love that receives
us and unites us in the Holy Spirit. All
those who receive the word of Jesus
are children of God and brothers
among themselves. To receive the
word of Jesus makes us brothers
among ourselves and renders us
Jesus’ family.To speak badly of others,
to destroy the reputation of others,
makes us the devil’s family.
That answer Jesus gives is not a lack
of respect for His mother and His

relatives. On the contrary, for Mary
it is the greatest acknowledgement,
because it is indeed she who is the
perfect disciple who fully obeyed
God’s will. May the Virgin Mary help
us to live always in communion with
Jesus, recognizing the work of the
Holy Spirit Who acts in Him and in
the Church, regenerating the world
to new life.
19
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Jackie & Richard
T

wenty-five years ago, 1993.
What a year! Did you know
that the WWW Internet was born in
1993, or that the Pentium Processor
was invented in that year? How
about the fact that British Rail was
privatised? No? Then surely you
knew that the Maastricht Treaty
came into effect founding the
European Union and that the Single
Market was created in that year?
OK, then how about these events,
Audrey Hepburn died; the WACO
siege was ended (with great loss of
life) the World Trade Centre in New
York was bombed killing 16 people.
1993 was the Centenary Year of the
founding by Fr Luigi Orione of the
Sons of Divine Providence and Fr
Malcolm led a group of people in
the Human Chain around London
to protest the 25-year anniversary
of the Abortion Act! Our Head of
Finance Jackie Neeve, and our
Housing and Property Manager,
Richard Sheridan both joined the
Charity in that year and now we
celebrate 25 years of their loyal
service. Jackie came to us from
Thames Television and Richard
from a small engineering company
called TT Engineering, specialising
in paper conversion machinery.
During their time with the Charity
they have seen many changes,
particularly the closure of some
of our services, The Buntingford
Venture in Hertfordshire, Fatima
House in Streatham, London,

The Molesey Venture in East
Molesey, Surrey, Colombo House
in Teddington, Caroline House in
London Borough of Merton and
most recently Orione House in
Hampton Wick. On the other hand,
they have been involved with the
opening of new projects too, the
new St John’s care home on the
ground floor of the old Colombo
House, and the six independent
living flats on the upper floors of
the building and the conceiving of
a new “half way” house, a sort of
cross between total independent
living and a care home in another
of our properties, which has proved
very successful.
When they joined, there were
over 20 people employed in one
capacity or another at the head
office. There are now just 9 people.
I don’t think there is a correlation
between their employment and
the drastic reduction in numbers,
but one can never be entirely sure!
Both remain committed to the work
of the Charity and are involved fully
and enthusiastically in the plans to
take the Charity forward into the
future.
Thinking back over the last 25
years, and especially of those
people with whom Jackie and
Richard
have
worked,
they
remember the members of the
Congregation Frs Angelo and
John Kilmartin, Joseph Tirello,

20
Bridge Magazine (Summer 2018)_v1.indd 20

05/07/2018 11:31

d

Michael Moss and Roy Elikowski
all now gone to their just reward. To
those with whom we worked in the
office, Eddie Brown, Olivia Delargi,
May Addicott, Sheila Curtiss, Fara
De Souza, Bernard Morgan, Irna
Gibson and so many others who
are no longer with us.

It is with much gratitude that
we willingly express a sincere
gratitude for the past twenty-five
years’ service of both Jackie and
Richard.

Who knows if Jackie and Richard
will still be at their desks in another
25 years’ time, but with good will,
hard work and Divine Providence,
the Charity certainly will.
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The Catholic Chari
T

he Catholic Charity Conference,
which took place on the 16th
of May 2018 at Church House,
Westminster Abbey, London is a
regular event that has taken place
annually for 28 years. John Tonner,
CEO and Michael Healy, Company
Secretary, attended this year’s
conference to represent The Sons
of Divine Providence and Orione
Care.
The theme of this year’s conference
was “Being Catholic in a changing
world” and the speakers on the
day addressed the changing face
of regulation with a brief look into
the new General data Protection
Regulations
but
with
more
emphasis given to the concept
of reputation management, “why
it matters and what you need to
do”. The speaker made a positive
point of building and maintaining
a positive image in order to give
charities the strength to cope when
bad news appears on the horizon.
The next topic addressed the rise
of the machine, which was a series
of talks on asking us all to awaken
our minds to the fact that the
progress of machines, robotics with
internet technology really is a new
economic revolution, in the midst
of which we now find ourselves.

A considerable part of the day we
heard from both lay and religious
trustees speaking of the enriching
experience of religious charities
having lay trustees on their boards.
The Financial Secretary of the

Diocese of Southwark gave the
example where the Archbishop
was the sole member of their new
structure as a way of ensuring the
rules of Canon Law fitted neatly
with the rules of Civil Law, having
gone from a board made up only
of Bishops to a board that had
a majority of Bishops but also
three lay people, each bringing
a different level of expertise and
experience to the board. Those
present were encouraged to take
up the good practice guides of the
Charity Commission and to ‘Keep
Talking’.
The Conference enjoyed a key
note presentation on the topic
of “Navigating the Public Square”
given by The Vice Chancellor of
St. Mary’s University, Twickenham.
The gist of this talk was essentially
whether there was still a place for
the Catholic Church to be heard
in the public arena. The Vice
Chancellor felt that not only was
there such a space, but that there
was also a duty on the part of
Catholic institutions to make sure
they were in that place
An example was given of the
American revolution of 1776 where
the State claimed God to be
inherent in the State’s affairs (‘In
God we Trust’ might ring a familiar
phrase). This was compared to the
French revolution of 1789 when the
State opted to be the dominant
voice with the Church(es) and
religion being made subservient to
the State or at least quite separate.

22
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harity Conference
In England, the speaker held, there
was no major revolution and a more
liberal stance ensued in which
all minorities, including religious,
political, economic, philosophical
could all have their voices heard
and listened to.
The Vice Chancellor encouraged
the organisations present at the
conference to work to ensure that
while some are calling for religion

to be quiet, it was vital that we
continue to make sure our voice is
heard in that public square.
It needs to be said too that the
day was a well-attended event
with many religious organisations
represented and an excellent
lunch and refreshments provided
by the staff of Church House.

A Sponsorship scheme run by the Sons of Divine Providence and
their friends and supporters for poor children in the Third World

£10 per month can CHANGE a child’s life now

For further information please contact:
Sons of Divine Providence, 25 Lower Teddington Road,
Hampton Wick, Surrey, KT1 4HB

“The privilege that we have to
Adore Him every day is one of his
greatest gifts. If you have a clean
heart, you will be able always to
see that wonderful connection
between the bread of life and the
broken body of Christ in the poor”

Email: johnperrotta208@gmail.com

Saint Teresa of Calcutta

Your contribution can buy food, water, clothing, medicine,
education and life skill training
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FIRST COMMUNION
P

hotos show Sophia Hill and her
sister Amira Hill with her cousins
Sebastian, Rosaline and Seraphina

outside church on the day of
Sophia’s Second Communion. 10th
June 2018. They were taken by her
grandma Marie-Therese Hill who
had unfortunately missed Sophia’s
Special First Communion with her
classmates from St Teresa’s school
(Upholland) just the day before, due
to an unexpected hospital stay.
Most of the class attended in their
celebratory white dresses and suits
this special Second Communion
day with the whole Parish.
It was a very joyful Mass of Welcome

to them as individuals and also
as a group. Thanks were given to
parents, families and catechists
for preparing the children for this
special
Sacrament.
Everyone
enjoyed their innocence, reverence,
excitement a wonder and sense of
being grown up that accompanied
them as they approached the altar.

The Second Communion day is the
first Sunday after the children have
made their First Holy Communion.
They are invited to Mass with all
their extended family and friends
to come again in their beautiful
Communion outfits to show those
who could not attend their First
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Communion Day how aware of
the importance of the Eucharistic
Sacrament they are. Most of the
congregation have watched their
journey from baby to this point and
welcomed a chance to participate
in this very Special day.
Jesus comes to us in a unique way
in the Eucharist. When He comes,
we receive Him into our body
and our soul. This is very beautiful,
personal, and intimate. We should
not take it for granted!

celebrating reveals our belief in
the True Presence of Jesus in the
Eucharist.
The addition of a Second
Communion
day
permits
many more of their fellow
Catholics to acknowledge the
school children’s maturity and
understanding of the presence
at the Eucharistic Service. The
certificates they receive will be
proudly and carefully saved
as proof of their commitment
to Jesus Christ and the Roman
Catholic Church.

Marie Therese Hill

This is why the first time a family
member
makes
their
Holy
Communion, it is an exciting event
for the whole family. The boy or girl
preparing for this sacrament is
going to be profoundly united with
Jesus in a way that they never have
before!
It is such a holy, joyful occasion. Our
souls become the bride of Christ.
That is why girls wear white dresses
and boys wear suits. Relatives are
invited. Parents take pictures. We
celebrate. And the very act of
25
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VERY IMPORTANT
NOTICE
The new General
Data Protection
Regulations

Our fair processing
statement

From the 25th of May 2018 new
regulations came in to force that give
people more rights over the use of
their personal data.

The Sons of Divine Providence, working
under the operating name of Orione
Care, is the controller of all personal
data that we hold about you.

The Sons of Divine Providence are
grateful that you take time to read the
Bridge and for your ongoing support
of our mission and we hope that
this will continue. To help us be sure
that you want to continue to receive
the Bridge magazine in the future
we need to ask that you actively
confirm that you are happy to do so
by completing the form below and
returning it to us as soon as possible.

We process all of your personal data
for the sole purpose of providing you
with copies of the Bridge Magazine
and to acknowledge any donations
you may make.

If you do not return the form then
we will have to assume you no
longer wish to receive the Bridge.

The Sons of Divine Providence will
not share your information with anyone
else. Our full statement concerning
fair processing will be published in
the next edition of The Bridge or
can be requested by e-mailing
info@orionecare.org
or
by
letter
to
the
above
address.
Yours sincerely,
The Editor
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Name
Address line 1
Address line 2
Address line 3
Post Code
e-mail address
(if you are happy for
us to contact you with
a link to the on-line
version of The Bridge)
I am willing to have a printed copy of the
Bridge Magazine sent to my address.
The Bridge magazine will contain news
and developments about the work of the
Sons of Divine Providence, fundraising
and donation requests, occasional
raffle tickets and promotion of events
such as pilgrimages etc.

Please tick or sign here

Please complete the form above and return to:The Editor
The Sons of Divine Providence
13 Lower Teddington Road
Hampton Wick
Kingston upon Thames
Surrey KT1 4EU
Alternatively you may consider sending an e-mail to info@orionecare.org making
the above statements and confirming your name and full postal address.
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A Brief History

I

n 1966 two ordinary members of the
public, Alan Smith and Elspeth RhysWilliams, had a conversation about
forming a group to oppose David
Steel’s abortion bill, which had been
presented in Parliament.

Following that conversation, the
Society for the Protection of Unborn
Children (SPUC) was established
at a meeting in central London,
held in the Wig and Pen Club in the
Strand (above).
SPUC was formally launched on
Wednesday 11th January 1967
as the first group anywhere in the
world formed to campaign against
legalised abortion.
While Alan, Elspeth and many
of the other founders were
Anglicans, they believed it was
important that SPUC appeal to
people of all faiths and none
and unite pro-lifers across the UK.
We remain a non-denominational,

inclusive
organisation
which
welcomes everybody who upholds
the right to life.
SPUC’s principal argument against
abortion rests on the humanity of
the unborn child and the right to
life. Our aims are spelt out in our
constitution:
To affirm, defend and promote the
existence and value of human life
from the moment of conception
until natural death
To defend and protect human
life generally and in particular,
whether born or unborn (although
principally
the
latter)
and
wheresoever situate (although
principally in Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man,
the Channel Islands, the Republic
of Ireland and Europe)
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Of S.P.U.C.
To reassert the principle laid
down in the United Nations’
“Declaration of the Rights of the
child” (1959) that “the child, by
reason of his/her physical and
mental immaturity, needs special
safeguards and care, including
appropriate
legal
protection,
before as well as after birth”
To defend, assist and promote the
life and welfare of mothers during
pregnancy and of their children
from the time of conception up to,
during and after birth.
Ever since 1967, we’ve been on
the frontline in every important
legislative battle over abortion in
the UK, as well as fighting to protect
the human embryo in the earliest
and most vulnerable situations -

taking a principled stand against
the ‘test-tube baby’ process, IVF.
The targeting of disabled babies
in the womb for abortion has also
prompted us to support disability
rights
activists
in
opposing
euthanasia and assisted suicide/
assisted dying. These attack the
right to life of disabled people
and promote the false concept of
‘mercy killing’.
We’ve engaged in many critical
legal cases to defend human
life, in international forums such
as the United Nations, as well
as
widespread
educational
campaigns arguing in schools,
campuses, the mass media and
other forums for the universal right
to life.
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ROME:

Celebration for
the homeless

n the feast of St Luigi Orione, goes outside of herself towards the
O
the Church of All Saints, one “other” with the philosophy of - love
of our parishes in Rome had a very God who is the face of mankind

lovely celebration for the homeless. and be drawn to the needs of our
A banquet for the poor.
neighbour.”.
“Do good to all, never hurt anyone”
was a saying of don Orione and
has become a standard motto of
the Congregation, and was the
guiding principle of his life. This
was sincerely made visible on this
wonderful occasion.
The party took place under the
portico of the courtyard of the
parish, where there is an annual
banquet for the homeless of Rome
on don Orione’s feast. Another Don
Orione motto is “Only charity will
save the world” and the volunteers
who prepared and served the
lunch were helped by the Scouts,
the Orione youth group, the novices
from Velletri, all under the guidance
and organisation of Fr Filippo
Benetazzo, the youth chaplain and Fr
Francesco Mazzitelli,the parish priest.
Helping also were a newly ordained
priest Fr Francis Lacarus and Fr
Giuseppe Valiante. It was a great
and successful day and everyone
thoroughly enjoyed it.
Serving the Son of Man by serving
mankind (another phrase of don
Orione) is how Fr Valiante described
it: “we spend ourselves for these
brothers and sisters in need as the
best living witness of a Church that
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FODO PILGRIMS

SPONSORED BY THE SONS OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE

Pilgrimage to Rome
and the Shrines of Italy

Visiting Tortona, Venice, Loreto
Incoronata, San Giovanni (Padre Pio)
Montecassino & Rome
10th September – 22nd September 2018
12 nights half / full board, by scheduled flight and coach.
For further details please contact:
The Secretary of FODO Pilgrims
39, Station Road, Garswood, nr Wigan,
Lancashire, WN4 0SD. Tel: 01942 726418

Fr John Perrotta, 25 Lower Teddington Road
Hampton Wick, Kingston-upon-Thames
KT1 4HB. Tel: 0208 977 5130
Email: johnperrotta208@gmail.com
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St. JOHN THE BAPTIST
S

t John’s feast takes place three days
after the summer solstice and the
days are already getting shorter.“ I must
decrease”. Six months later we will
celebrate the birth of Jesus, four days
after the winter solstice, when the days
are getting longer “he must increase”.
Of course Jesus was not born on the
25th December and probably John was
not born on 24th June but the Church
has neatly made the dates tally up.
According to the gospel when Gabriel
appeared to Mary at the annunciation
he told her “your kinswoman Elizabeth is
now in her sixth month”. So traditionally
John has been six months older
than Jesus. John was a miracle baby,
because his mother Elizabeth was old
and called “barren”. Indeed Zechariah
has difficulty in believing Gabriel’s
message, and more or less tells him that
humanly speaking it’s impossible. He is
struck dumb. It is interesting that in the
middle ages a great deal was made of
this feast than there is today. There were
festivals, bonfires, great celebrations. It
even had a colloquial name, Johnmas
and Johnmas Eve.

who chose to live far away from
town life and lived in caves in the
Judean desert. They were waiting
for the messiah and wanted to
keep themselves pure for him.
They practised ritual washing, and
lived a secluded life of prayer and
penance. One community lived
in or near a group of caves near
Qumran just above the dead sea.
It was here that a Bedouin Arab,
in 1946, looking for one of his lost
sheep in a cave stumbled upon
an earthenware jar which he broke
and found inside parchments,
which of course we know today as
the Dead Sea scrolls. There turned
out to be many of these jars. The
scrolls are ancient scripture, from
different books of the bible, and
tracts about how the Essenes lived.

When we listen to Luke’s gospel
we hear that his name, like that of
Jesus was chosen by God. You must
name him John, which means God
is gracious. The gospel tells us that
John lived his life in the desert, and
further that he lived on locusts and
wild honey and dressed in camel
hair. It’s possible that John lived
with or was associated with a group
of people called the Essenes. The
Essenes were a Jewish community
32
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TIST : Miracle Baby

After John’s presentation in the
temple,
at eight days old for
circumcision, Zechariah’s speech
returns. The gospel of Luke recounts
that wonderful hymn of Zechariah
“The Benedictus”, which is recited
every morning by the Church in her
morning prayer. It is a beautiful
canticle and during its recital at
the morning office people stand
up out of respect that it is a gospel
passage. It is Zachariah praising
God and also speaking to his new
born miracle baby. “Blessed be the
Lord God of Israel, he has visited
his people and redeemed them.
He has raised up for us a mighty

Saviour, in the house of David his
servant, as he promised by the lips
of holy men those who were his
prophets from of old. A saviour who
would free us from our foes, from
the hands of all who hate us, so his
love for our fathers is fulfilled and
his holy covenant remembered.
He swore to Abraham our father to
grant us that free from the hands
of our foes we might serve him in
holiness and justice all the days
of our life in His presence. As for
you little child, you shall be called
a prophet of God the most High,
you shall go ahead of the Lord
to prepare his way before him, to
make known to his people their
salvation through forgiveness of
all their sins, the loving kindness
of the heart of our God who visits
us like the dawn from on high. He
will give light to those in darkness,
those who dwell in the shadow of
death and guide us into the way
of peace.”

Jean Baptiste Coulibaly
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The Book of Remembrance
Our Book of Remembrance is dedicated to the Benefactors and Friends of the Sons of Divine Providence.

If you wish your name or that of any
person, living or deceased, to be
inscribed in this Book, please fill in the
form below. All those inscribed in the
book share in the prayers and Masses
offered daily by the Sons of the Divine
Providence. Cheques, POs should be
made payable to The Sons of Divine
Providence.

Name to be inscribed:
Please accept my OFFERING of: £
NAME of donor (Mr.Mrs.Miss) Address:

Mass Offerings
Mass intentions will be celebrated at Hampton Wick. Please make cheques payable to
the Sons of Divine Providence.
Cheque enclosed for £
Mass to be offered for:

D

Please tick appropriate box:
RIP

Get Well

Thanksgiving

Birthday

Special Intention

Name:
Address:

Please acknowledge my offering

No acknowledgement required.
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Please Donate
To our work!
The Sons of Divine Providence

Donation
If you are a basic rate tax payer, please fill in the Gift Aid Declaration form below. This will enable us to claim
back the tax and make your donation go even further
I enclose a donation of:
Name:
Address:

Gift Aid Declaration
For past, present and future donations

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all
qualifying gifts of money made
Today
In the past 4 years
In Future
Please tick all boxes you wish to apply

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and /
or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at
least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community
Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my
gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT
and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim
28p of tax on every £1 that I gave up to 5 April 2008 and will
reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April 2008.

Donors Details
Title:

First Name

Surname:

Full Address Including Postcode:

Date:

Signature:

Please notify the Sons of Divine Providence if you:
l

Want to change this declaration

l

Change your name or home address

l

No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/ or capital gains

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations
on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

Telephone: 020 8977 5130 Fax: 020 8977 0105
Email: info@orionecare.org www.sonsofdivineprovidence.org
13 Lower Teddington Road, Hampton Wick, Surrey, KT1 4EU
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JESUS IS OUR LIFE!
We ask young people to consider our life of dedication

For more information:
Phone or write to Fr Stephen Beale

Phone or write to Fr John Perrotta

Tel: 01695 622516 / 622885

Tel: 0044 20 8977 5130

E-mail: sbeale@orionecare.org

E-mail: johnperrotta208@gmail.com

Tel: 020 8977 5130

E-mail: info@orionecare.org

www.sonsofdivineprovidence.org

Don Orione World updates: www.donorione.org

“Dear benefactors, you are my bank!” With these simple but effective words
St. Luigi Orione got people to help his work.
“How YOU can help the Sons of Divine Providence to do good, according to the
motto of their Founder, St. Luigi Orione”
• BY PRAYER: Only God can make us grow greater in numbers and in
goodness, everything is a gift from Him
• BY SENDING US GOOD VOCATIONS: men who want to be priests or
brothers, and women who want to be sisters
• BY SENDING DONATIONS or REMEMBERING US IN YOUR WILL: to our various
houses for the people we help, and to our missions via our head office in
Hampton Wick
• BY TELLING PEOPLE ABOUT OUR WORK, OUR HOMES AND OUR
MISSIONS.
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